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busted

Three workers die
in Patong landslide

By Pathomporn Kaenkrachang

By Sompratch Saowakhon

AV

Eye Front

PATONG: Following heavy rains
overnight, three Burmese labor-
ers were crushed to death by a
landslide on July 15 at the site of
a new apartment block being built
on 50 Pi Rd.

The laborers were part of
a construction crew who had
been working on building a re-
taining wall at the site, located
opposite Rattana Hill Apart-
ments, to prevent such an inci-
dent.

The owner of the apart-
ment project, who declined to
identify himself, told the Gazette,
“It happened at about 11:30 am
where we are building a two-
meter concrete wall to prevent
landslides.

“Actually, the laborers had
been given the day off work, but
still turned up at the site to pick
something up,” he said.

“At first, only one laborer
was caught in the slide. After the
lower part of his body was
trapped, he started shouting to
two of his friends, who were
waiting nearby, to come and help
him.

“While his two friends
were trying to pull him out, more
land started to slide, burying all
three of them alive,” he ex-
plained.

“Then officers from the
Department of Disaster Preven-
tion Mitigation tried to use a back-
hoe to dig them out. Unfortu-
nately, it was too late. They had
already died of suffocation,” he
added.

Phuket Police Commander
Apirak Hongthong arrived at the
scene with Kathu Police Super-
intendent Col Grissak Song-
moonak and fellow officers.

Col Grissak told the Ga-
zette, “We would like to warn

people who are building on hills
to please be careful. When there
is hard rain, we often have prob-
lems like this due to the fact that
this type of land holds water and
does not drain easily.

“Maj Gen Apirak has re-
peated his call for Patong Mu-
nicipality officers to check the
entire area for risk areas where
landslides might occur, especially
in the vicinity of this accident,”
he said.

Col Grissak identified two
of the laborers as “Mea”, 30, and
“So Ong”, 45.

“The third laborer has yet
to be identified,” he said.

The Gazette questioned all
those at the scene but was un-
able to find out how the apart-
ment owner could know all the
details of the accident without
being there.

The owner, when ques-
tioned further, was reluctant to
elaborate.

As he had only just arrived
at the scene, Col Grissak said he
had yet to learn the identity of
the project owner.

“The police will investigate
further to find out whether the
apartment owner is at fault and
to check whether the laborers
were legally employed,” he said.

On October 27 last year, a
landslide on Nanai Soi 9 (also
called Soi Veerakit) left part of a
house suspended in mid-air and
some of the foundation pilings of
a neighboring apartment block
exposed.

Patong Municipality set up
a committee to investigate the
area to determine how many
homes in the area are at risk of
tumbling down the escarpment
left behind by the recent land-
slide.

The site of that landslide
was further south at the foot of
the same hills where the landslide
occurred on July 15.

After heavy rains, the embankment gave way, covering the entire
driveway and crushing three Burmese laborers below.

AO MAKHAM: Phuket Cus-
toms officers on July 10 arrested
two men found on board a Thai-
registered boat carrying 3,000 li-
ters of illegal diesel off the coast
of Satun.

“Customs officers appre-
hended the vessel at sea north
of Koh Adang in Satun province
at 5:30 pm on July 11,” Somchai
Poolsawasdi, director of the
Royal Thai Customs Investiga-
tion and Suppression Bureau, said
at a press conference that day.

He explained that under-
cover Customs agents had heard
that the fishing boat Tor Sittichai
Namchoke 5 had been converted
into a floating gas station, being
modified with diesel tanks and a
pump.

The vessel received fuel
from Malaysian fishing boats and
sold it on to Thai fishing boats,
K. Somchai said.

In 2002, Thailand starting
coloring its marine diesel green
in an effort to deter fuel smug-
glers. The fuel found aboard the
Tor Sittichai Namchoke 5 was
yellow, police said.

“The three tanks in the ves-
sel could hold around 12,000 li-
ters, but most of it had already
been sold. About 3,000 liters was
left,” K. Somchai said.

“They bought the fuel from
a neighboring country, probably
for less than 20 baht a liter. The
gas, boat and pump had a com-
bined value of about 682,000
baht,” he said.

Prasert Kaew La-ead,
captain of the Tor Sittichai Nam-
choke 5, and his crewman were
taken to Phuket City for ques-
tioning.
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RAWAI: Twelve staff from Tamarind Bar on
Wiset Rd miraculously escaped fatal injury
when the pickup truck they were traveling in
careened off the road and smashed into a
power pole, causing passengers to be thrown
from the vehicle about 1 am July 11.

Eye-witnesses said the four-door Toyota
Hilux Vigo was northbound on Wiset Rd when
its left wheels came off the ground as it
rounded the corner south of Saiyuan Rd, be-
fore slamming down on all four wheels, smash-
ing into a concrete power pole, flipping onto
its side and becoming entangled with high-
voltage electricity cables.

Passengers in the back of the truck
were thrown from the vehicle, which came

Lucky escape no laughing matter
to rest next to a drainage ditch about 100
meters from Friendship Beach Waterfront
Resort.

Gazette reporters were at the scene as
paramedics and rescue volunteers began
treating the injured. Chalong police officers
cordoned off the site and by 2:15 am the of-
ficers reported that there were no immediate
fatalities as a result of the accident.

However, all of the passengers except
the driver sustained serious injuries, including
broken bones, concussions and deep cuts.

The vehicle’s sole airbag, on the driver’s
side, deployed during the accident. The driver,
a female named “Jay”, was the only person
unhurt in the accident and subsequently the

last to be removed from the wreckage. Po-
lice took her ID card before she was driven
to hospital for a checkup.

Expat residents and locals, including a
group of Harley-Davidson riders who ar-
rived at the scene soon after the accident,
were visibly shaken – some moved to tears
– by the sight of mangled wreckage and
broken bodies of a dozen people in varying
states of consciousness, some bleeding pro-
fusely.

Victims who were able to talk to the
Gazette reporters before being taken to hos-
pital said the driver apparently lost control
when she was tickled in the ribs by one of
the passengers. – Akbar Khan

PHUKET CITY: Following alle-
gations of not fulfilling obligations
laid out in the concession offered
by the Phuket Provincial Admin-
istration Organization (OrBor-
Jor), Choke Aree Tour Co Ltd
has asked to annul the contract
to operate Chalong Pier.

At a meeting at the OrBor-
Jor offices in Phuket City on July
3, OrBorJor President Paiboon
Upatising said that Choke Aree
received 300,000 baht a month to
collect monthly berthing fees and
to run the pier on the OrBorJor’s
behalf.

The contract stated that 25
staff would work at the pier from
6 am to midnight and that the fees
would be collected daily, K.
Paiboon said.

However, K. Paiboon al-
leged that OrBorJor officers had
discovered that 25 staff had never
been on duty at the pier and that
some boats were paying a month-
ly fee of 2,000 baht instead of a
daily fee of 100 baht.

Chalong Pier operator
asks to cancel contract

K. Paiboon added that
some of the people listed as staff
were not living in Phuket, but in
other provinces.

Lamphun Tangnoi, man-
aging director of Chokaree Tour
Co Ltd, said that owners of
boats berthed at the pier on a
continuing monthly basis did not
have receipts because they did
not have to pay until month’s
end.

He went on to explain that
the 25 staff worked in shifts
and so were not all present at
one time. “Paying salaries of
8,000 baht a month to staff
makes it unreasonable to ex-
pect them to work 18 hours a
day,” he said.

Regardless, K. Paiboon
said that the contract had to be
adhered to, otherwise the Or-
BorJor would be liable to answer
to the Auditor General for dis-
crepancies.

Because the concession is
due to expire on September 30,
K. Paiboon suggested that Choke
Aree accept a reduction of 40,000

baht less a month for operating
the pier.

However, K. Lamphun said
that a 40,000-baht reduction
would not be viable and that he
would draft a letter asking the
OrBorJor to mutually agree to
end the contract on August 1.

“I told my staff to continue
working at the pier if they were
happy to do so, but I don’t know
who will be the next contractor.
Perhaps the OrBorJor will run it
directly by themselves,” he later
told the Gazette.

“It’s certainly not fair, but
I’m trying to understand it,” he
said.

By Akbar Khan
& Natcha Yuttaworawut

PHUKET: Crime statistics re-
leased by the Phuket Provincial
Police show that the number of
drug-related arrests in June was
down to 44% of total arrests com-
pared with 66% in May.

In June, there were 171 ar-
rests for drug-related offenses,
104 of which involved ya bah
(methamphetamine) with a total
of 7,052 pills seized.

A total of 41 people were
arrested for using cannabis, with
4,581.08 grams and two plants of
the illegal herb reported as hav-
ing been confiscated.

There were seven arrests
for possession of krathom (an
indigenous plant that acts as a
mild stimulant) with 74 leaves of
the plant seized.

Thirteen people were ar-
rested for possession of sol-
vents, with 12 bags and a can
of inhalant seized.

Three people were ar-
rested for possession of ya ice
(crystal methamphetamine),
with 0.44g confiscated. There
were three arrests for charges
related to one pill and 1.94g of
Ya E – ecstasy.

Arrests for gambling of-
fenses decreased by about 100
compared with May, with people
158 arrested.

There was five cases of at-
tempted murder reported, but only
one related arrest was made.

There were 45 thefts re-
ported, including three for motor-
cycles. Arrests were made in 22
of these cases.

Prostitution accounted for
51 arrests, while 33 people were
nabbed for possession of unli-
censed firearms.

– Natcha Yuttaworawit

Drug
arrest
figures

take
a dip

Chalong Pier: According to OrBorJor President Paiboon Upatising, some of the people listed as staff
were not living in Phuket, but in other provinces.
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PHUKET CITY: Members of
the People’s Alliance for Democ-
racy (PAD) marched through
Phuket City on July 10 on their
way to deliver a letter express-
ing disappointment at the central
government’s handling of the
Khao Phra Viharn Temple saga.

About 300 PAD members
led by PAD leader Natjarong Ek-
permsup met at about 1:30 pm in
front of the Tourism Authority of
Thailand office on Thalang Rd
before marching to Surin Circle,
Narison Rd and on to Provincial
Hall, where they were met by
Phuket Vice-Governor Tri Aug-
karadacha at about 2:30 pm.

The protesters, armed with
flags and yellow bandannas, car-
ried banners decorated with
statements such as “Government
treacherous” and “Unesco Very
Crazy”. Some protesters sang
patriotic songs while others
chanted “Noppadon go to jail”
and “Government get out”.

Street vendors and bystand-
ers met the marching group with
cheers as the protesters made
their way around Phuket City.

The protest followed about
1,000 protesters, many of them
members of the PAD and the
National Watchdog Foundation
(NWF), who massed at Phuket
International Airport to welcome

PAD march on
Provincial Hall
By Gazette Staff

controversial Interior Minister
Chalerm Yoobamrung on July 2.

K. Chalerm’s plane was di-
verted to land in Krabi, where he
received a similar welcome, forc-
ing him to abort his scheduled visit
to Phuket and Krabi.

In the week preceding the
July 10 protest, the PAD in
Phuket had been staging nightly
rallies, including associated fes-
tivities such as playing national-
istic movies, at the public area at
Saphan Hin.

Natjarong Ekpermsup, head

of the Phuket branch of the PAD
and the NWF, told the Gazette,
“We are not planning any more
activities other than those at
Saphan Hin.. but if anyone from
the present government tries to
visit Phuket we will of course
protest again just like we did with
Chalerm.

“Our main target in the
meantime is Prime Minister
Samak Sundaravej and the bee
in the bandana of Phuket protest-
ers now is the soaring cost of liv-
ing and fuel prices.”

Thais of all ages took to the streets on July 10 to protest the central
government’s handling of the Khao Phra Viharn temple saga.

RASSADA: Police believe the
killing of Rassada Municipality
officer Surin Inkaew, 23, who
was found shot dead in his rented
room early on July 5, was moti-
vated by ya bah (methamphet-
amine).

Capt Sathit Noorit from
Phuket City Police Station told the
Gazette that he was notified of
the shooting at 4:20 am.

Police arrived at the ground
floor apartment, about 500 meters
from Rassada Municipality of-
fices on Rassada-anusorn Rd, to
find Khun Surin lying face down
outside his open front door.

K. Surin had been shot
once in the chest with a 9mm
handgun. His Honda Click mo-
torcycle was parked in front of
the apartment.

Rassada municipal
officer shot dead

Leading the investigation
are Phuket’s top two policemen:
Phuket Provincial Police Com-
mander Maj Gen Apirak Hong-
tong and Phuket City Police Su-
perintendent Col Nos Svetta-
lekha.

“K. Surin lived alone. Inside
his room, the computer was still
on with the Camfrog program still
running,” said Col Nos.

“Fifteen ya bah pills were
found on the computer desk,” he
added.

K. Surin was an officer with
the Department of Disaster Pre-
vention and Mitigation Rassada
office.

“We are continuing our in-
vestigation into this case,” Col
Nos said.
– Pathomporn Kaenkrachang

PHUKET: Nine months after a
provincial government committee
decided on a 350-rai plot of Trea-
sury Department (TRD) land in
Mai Khao as the preferred site
for the Phuket International Con-
vention and Exhibition Center
(ICEC), the TRD has now de-
cided the project needs prompt
action.

Pitak Direksoonthorn, Di-
rector of the TRD’s State Prop-
erty Administration Office, on
July 9 met Phuket Governor
Niran Kalayanamit to discuss the
ICEC and the project’s current
status.

Renewed interest in the
ICEC comes from TRD Direc-
tor-General Phantip Suratin, who
has ordered that the project be
pushed through to Cabinet for
approval before she retires in
September, Khun Pitak said.

However, despite the 350-
rai site in Mai Khao being cho-
sen in October, K. Pitak recently
said 153 rai of TRD land at Tah

the site, as the Cabinet had ex-
pressed its intention to expand
national parks in Thailand.

K. Pitak said, “During this
visit [to Phuket], we will spend
about a week surveying the land
and studying the details of pro-
spective plans before creating a
summary to submit to the Trea-
sury Minister to hand to the Cabi-
net.” – Janyaporn Morel

Treasury Dept gets moving on expo center
Chat Chai had now been selected
for the ICEC instead.

Thamrong Thongtan, chief
of the Phuket TRD, said the 153
rai at Tah Chat Chai had been
issued with a separate title from
the 2,800 rai of TRD land that
borders Sirinath National Park.

K. Thamrong explained that
a separate title was necessary to
ensure the ICEC can be built at

Two men robbed at
gunpoint at Khao Rang
PHUKET CITY: Police arrested
Saran Permpoon, 25, after a
high-speed pursuit through Phuket
City July 14 after he allegedly
robbed two men at gunpoint at
Khao Rang viewpoint.

Lt Col Yongyuth Krongmalai
of Phuket City Police told the
Gazette that at 3.30 am police re-
ceived a report that two men were
chilling out at the viewpoint when
Saran pulled up in his Ford pickup.

Saran reportedly got out of
his pickup, walked over to Ekachai
Sae Tan, 30, and Harinpin Yo, 29,
and demanded their wallets at
gunpoint, Col Yongyuth said.

After shooting twice into the
air, Saran returned to his vehicle
and sped off with 3,670 baht and
an ID card, he added.

Police were notified of the
gunshots and set up a cordon of
checkpoints at each road leading
down the hill.

However, Saran sped
through the checkpoint at Vachira
Phuket Hospital, after which po-
lice gave chase, Col Yongyuth
said.

Saran sped towards Tungka
Rd, where he turned right onto
Mae Luan Rd, he added.

Saran continued to Chao Fa
East Rd, where officers saw him
park his pickup truck and run into

Prakasai restaurant. “Police en-
tered the restaurant and arrested
him,” he said.

On searching Saran’s pick-
up, police found two ya bah
(methamphetamine) tablets and a
.38 handgun, Col Yongyuth said.

Police then searched the
car of the restaurant owner, Sakul
Chuwaytet, and found a .38 au-
tomatic pistol, he added.

Sakul was taken in for ques-
tioning for owning an unregis-
tered firearm, as was Saran, Col
Yongyuth said.
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Keeping you posted  
Following the front-page story highlighting attempts  

by provincial administration officers to curb the  
plethora of illegal billboards on the island (Gazette, 

July 5-11), Gazette Chief reporter Akbar Khan delves 
deeper into the issue and looks at the laws, acts and 
regulations governing billboards in Phuket.

Since Ma-an Sumraan,  
Vice-President of the  
Cherng Talay Tambon  
Administration (OrBor

Tor), late last month launched his 
campaign to rid his neighborhood 
of all illegal billboards, attention 
has turned to other areas of the 
island where eyesore advertise-
ments stand tall and proud.

No exception is Patong, and 
the greater area of Kathu, where 
hundreds – if not thousands – of 
billboards display advertise-
ments.

Municipality officers in 
Kathu have warned they are pre-
paring to take action against ille-
gal billboards that have sprung up 
in their area of jurisdiction.

They also said they would 
give details of specific offend-
ers to the Gazette after the local 
elections – to be held on July 27 
– in order to avoid any potential 
misunderstandings by local influ-
ential figures.

One officer did state, how-
ever, that owners of illegal bill-
boards could apply for permits 
even after being found guilty. “If 
a billboard is put up on private 
land without a permit and is 
discovered by his local authority 
then that authority can enforce 
a fine of 10,000 baht a day,” he 
said.

However, officials have to 
obtain a warrant issued by the lo-
cal court in order to enter private 

land to pull any illegal billboards 
down. In such cases, fines would 
be collected whilst waiting for a 
court order. Billboards illegally 
erected on public land, however, 
can be pulled down immediately 
without a court order.

The regulations pertain-
ing to billboards are the same 
as those governing all types of 
construction above and below 
ground, including renovation, 
farming – especially artificial 
prawn ponds – and excavation.

Regulations governing bill-
board erection in Phuket prov-
ince are unique to the province, 
which is further divided into 
eight zones. These zones were 
established by the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environ-
ment in 2003.

Amongst the issues covered 

in these laws there are specific 
rules that also apply to billboards. 
These laws apply only to areas 
that have been designated pro-
tected areas.

In order to understand these 
laws more clearly, let’s look at 
what and where are these special 
areas, what is not not allowed, 
exceptions that exist and taxes 
that must be paid.

Billboard owners are re-
quired to pay taxes depending 
on the size and location of their 
erections. Many of the billboard 
owners pay the appropriate taxes 
leading them to believe that they 
are operating within the law. 

However, even if taxes are 
being paid for a billboard, if no 
planning permission was granted 
for it in the first place, that bill-
board is illegal.

Planning permission must 
be obtained in accordance with 
the law at the time the permis-
sion was issued. If a permit was 
obtained before a new act or law 
that forbids the erection comes 
into effect, the billboard can 
remain until the permit’s valid-
ity expires. After expiration of 
the current permit, billboards on 
public land are torn down and 
owners of those on private land 
are fined until a court order can 
be issued to remove the hoard-
ing.

Just so there is no confu-
sion when considering laws, it 
is important to understand the 
meaning of all the terms used, 
the word “coastline” for example 
means where the land meets the 
sea at the highest point of the sea 
at high tide under normal and 
natural conditions whereas the 
term “sea level” means the aver-
age of high and low tides.

The clauses that specifi-
cally apply to billboards refers 
to both the advertisement itself 
and/or the framework erected to 
hold the advertisement. Official 
government signs and billboards 
are not restricted by these laws.

A billboard is defined by 
law as any advertisement more 
than one square meter or weigh-
ing more than 10 kilograms.

Billboards on private land 
must be situated at least double 
the height of the board away from 
public land. For example, a board 
that is 10 meters tall must be at 
least 20m away from the nearest 
public land.

A billboard on private or 
public land must not obstruct 
views of the road ahead nor – 
apparently – obstruct views of 
beautiful scenery from highways, 
public roads and their immediate 
surroundings.

A billboard must not cre-
ate the perception that it might 

endanger people or their posses-
sions. This rule explains why mu-
nicipal engineers are supposed to 
check the safety and sturdiness of 
these structures.

If the lowest point of a 
billboard is on land that is higher 
than 40m above sea level, then it 
is theoretically illegal.

If a billboard is erected on 
land with a gradient of more than 
35º, then it is also theoretically 
illegal.

Some readers might won-
der why the word “theoretically” 
is used, this is because many 
years ago permits may have been 
granted rightly or wrongly, as 
these permits expire local officers 

are expected to enforce the law 
and see that they are taken down. 
Officers issuing permits for erec-
tions in zones where such permits 
are forbidden may find them-
selves facing investigation by 
counter-corruption departments, 
of which there are many.

Some things should go 
without saying, but it seems some 
perpetrators behave naively – a 
billboard is a billboard whether 
or not there is an advertisement 
on it or not.

Other violators may be con-
fused when their billboards fall 
into more than one zone or are 
guilty of violating laws stipulated 

by differing authority. Reading 
all the small print, it becomes 
clear that such arguments are, if 
anything, detrimental: violation 
of multiple rules is possible. If a 
structure falls into the category 
of more than one zone, there are 
clauses explaining which zone 
the officer is to use when assess-
ing a board’s legality.

When Gazette reporters vis-
ited Karon, it came as a pleasant 
surprise that there were no such 
illegal structures to be seen in 
the area. Khun Norasak, Karon’s 
Municipal Civil Engineer, told 
us that Karon has a very small, 
tight-knit community and they 

are quick to report any suspicious 
billboards in their area. 

“When any illegal con-
struction, including a billboard, is 
reported to Karon Municipality, 
investigators will go and investi-
gate immediately, often conclud-
ing the issue the same day.

“Karon has a smaller popu-
lation than other areas, so it is 
quite easy to keep everything in 
order,” said Khun Norasak. 

Because society in general 
is affected by illegal billboards, 
anyone can visit their local mu-
nicipality and ask to file a com-
plaint, he said.

Billboards should have 

small stickers on them that prove 
that “Billboard Tax” has been 
paid. Paying this tax does not 
mean that the billboard is legal. 
It must also have a license.

Amendments to Billboard 
Taxation laws were last made 
by Chaowalit Yongchaiyut when 
he was Interior Minister in 1992 
and define the actual content of 
the advertisements placed on the 
billboards. An advertisement on 
a billboard containing only Thai 
text is taxed at 3 baht for every 
500 square centimeters.

If there is Thai text and 
pictures or logos, or any other 
languages, the tax is 20 baht 
for every 500sqcm, if, however, 
there are other languages they 

must be below the Thai writing, 
otherwise the tax will be 40 baht 
per 500sqcm. This means that 
all Thai lettering must be above 
the foreign languages, not just 
most of it.

If a change is made to the 
lettering on an advertisement 
making it fall into a higher tax 
bracket, only the difference need 
be paid. For example, if a Thai 
word were added to the bottom 
of a board, a higher tax has to 
be paid.

If the calculated tax for a 
billboard is less than 200 baht, 
the tax payable is 200 baht.

The regulations govern-
ing billboards have been under 
review since July 15 by a panel 

about Phuket’s billboards

A pile of advertising billboards that have been collected by Cherng Talay OrBorTor.

Mind your language
• If there is Thai text and pictures or logos, or any other 
languages, the tax is 20 baht for every 500sqcm.

• If, however, there are other languages they must be 
below the Thai writing, otherwise the tax will be 40 
baht per 500sqcm.

• This means that all Thai lettering must be above the 
foreign languages, not just most of it.

• If a change is made to the lettering on an advertise-
ment making it fall into a higher tax bracket, only the 
difference need be paid.

For example, if a Thai word were added to the 
bottom of a board, a higher tax has to be paid.

If the calculated tax for a billboard is less than 200 
baht, the tax payable is 200 baht.
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Queer News

Tread lightly on a
cobbler’s feelings

STAMPS

PATHUM THANI, SONG-
KHLA: As anyone who remem-
bers the case of the football fan
shot dead in Pattaya for cheer-
ing too loudly while watching
Italy’s opening match of the 2006
world cup will know, the tragi-
comic overreaction is something
of a staple in the Thai press.

Two unfortunate fellows
fell victim to this trend on July
11, receiving far more than they
deserved in two separate inci-
dents.

The second of the two inci-
dents came to light at 11:30 am
when police were called to Krung
Siam St Carlos Hospital in Pa-
thum Thani, where they were
met by Sachakhri Anussarawat,
45, a lecturer at a well-known
university and advisor to an ex-
port company.

Khun Sachakhri was in a
sorry state with most of his hair
shaved off and a large needle
sticking out of his head.

He was about to be wheel-
ed to the operating theater to
have the needle removed from his
skull.

He told police that in the
morning that he had taken his
shoes to be repaired at a little stall
under an overpass on the Pathum
Thani-Rangsit highway.

When the work was fin-
ished, K. Sachakhri was less than

pleased with what he felt was
shoddy workmanship and told the
stall holder as much.

The young cobbler Charoen,
however, did not take criticism of
his craftsmanship lightly and an
argument broke out.

The cobbler, unable to con-
tain his rage, grabbed a needle
used for threading soles, ran
round from behind his stall and
rammed it full force into K.
Sachakhri’s head before show-
ing a clean pair of heels and flee-
ing at full speed, abandoning his
business.

The stunned K. Sachakhri,
still conscious despite the needle
wedged in his skull, hailed a taxi
and asked to be rushed to hospi-
tal, from where the police were
called.

Dr Phatrawit Ratkul, who
operated on K. Sachakhri, said
that the needle was wedged two
centimeters into the skull.

K. Sachakhri was lucky
that the tip of the needle was
slightly bent otherwise it would
likely have gone right into his
brain and killed him, Dr Phatrawit
added.

Police are now hunting for
Charoen, who is 25 to 30 years
old.

Kill shot. Earlier that morning,
at 2:45am in Dan Nok, Surachai

Jawit, 25, a toilet employee at
Hue Jia Hotel in the town, was
found dead outside a snooker hall
near Paragon Discotheque, still
clutching his mobile phone. He
had been shot in the back of the
head.

Dan Nok, a small town on
the Thai-Malaysian border in
Songkhla’s Sadao district, is
known to be seedy even for a
border town and possibly suppos-
edly has one of the highest pro-
portions of prostitutes to popula-
tion in the country.

From interviewing the many
witnesses, police managed to
piece together what had hap-
pened to K. Surachai, a member
of the Lahu, a tribe from the hills
around the northern part of the
Thai-Burma border renowned for
their ferocity in battle.

K. Surachai had been on his
way to play snooker. While wait-
ing outside the snooker hall for
his friend to arrive, he had been
chatting away on his phone.

His chatting, however, had
raised the hackles of one of the
snooker players who felt it was
putting him off his game.

The player came out to re-
monstrate with K. Surachai, who
protested he was just chatting on
his phone.

This, however, only served
to further enrage the snooker
player, who pulled out a pistol
and fired four shots at K. Sura-
chai.

K. Surachai fell bleeding to
his knees and pleaded for his life,
but the merciless hustler dis-
patched him with a shot to the
back of the head before making
his escape.

– Sources: Daily News,
Khao Sod

Thailand Post on June 13
launched a set of nine
stamps titled “Amazing
Thailand”, comprising

images of orchid flowers.
Each stamp features a

photo of one of the orchids that
won an award at last year’s
Royal Orchid Paradise, which
was held at Siam Paragon in
Bangkok, with orchids on display
from farms all over the world.

The event was held to cel-
ebrate HM King Bhumibol Adul-
yadej’s 80th birthday as well as
to recognize HM Queen Sirikit’s
initiative to help Thai people de-
velop new types of orchids.

The nine orchids shown on
the stamps are the brasso-
cattleya ploenpit star, aerides
falcata, arachnis hookeriana
x vanda doctor anek, phala-
enopsis little Mary, dendro-
bium sutiknoi, paphiopedilum
callosum, grammatophyllum
speciosum, vascostylis pra-
pawan and vanda Robert’s de-
light.

The stamps, which were
designed by Thailand Post’s
Mayuree Nakanisorn and print-

ed by Thai British Security Print-
ing, measure 38 by 48 millime-
ters and one million of each de-
sign have been printed.

A set of all nine stamps
and three commemorative enve-
lopes is available for 55 baht.

In other flower-related
stamp news, Thailand Post on
May 16 launched a set of sun-
flower stamps showing the
helianthus annuus linn in all it’s
glory.

The sunflower is a biennial
plant with large flowers, the
seeds of which are used to pro-
duce sunflower oil.

Sunflowers are commonly
seen in Lopburi and Saraburi
provinces from October to Feb-
ruary each year.

The stamps are available
at 3 baht each and were de-
signed by Thailand Post’s Pari-
chart Thassanathep.

Each stamps measures
28mm by 28mm and 15 million
have been printed by Thai Brit-
ish Security Printing.

All 10 of Phuket’s post of-
fices stock the orchid stamps
and the sunflower stamps.

Thailand Post goes floral

Thailand Post’s
‘Amazing Thailand’
collection features
photos of nine
orchids from last
year’s Royal Orchid
Paradise held in
Bangkok.
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Godfather on the run found
lying low in Cambodia

After jumping bail and
avoiding sentencing in
a corruption case,
former Deputy Interior

Minister Vatana Asavahame has
been found hiding in the Thai-
Cambodian border town of Poi-
pet.

Quoting a report from Sa
Kaeo District Police Chief Col
Itthipol Piriyapinyo, who met
Vatana in Poipet, Deputy Police
Commissioner Gen Jongrak
Juthanon said that Vatana fled
Thailand before he could be sen-
tenced in the case involving the
assignment of budgets to build the
Klong Dan wastewater treatment
center.

After Vatana’s no-show,
the Supreme Court’s Criminal
Tribunal for Political Office
Holders on July 9 issued an ar-
rest warrant and seized Vatana’s
2.2-million-baht bail money be-
fore rescheduling the judgment
for August 18.

Vatana, who holds major
stakes in two Poipet casinos – the
Poi Pet Resort Hotel and the
Grand Diamond Hotel – made his
getaway on a boat from Samut
Prakarn, said Gen Jongrak.

The former minister trav-
eled through Chonburi, Rayong,
Chanthaburi, Trat and then onto
Koh Kong, where a gang of
armed bodyguards were waiting
to speed him away past the Thai-
border checkpoint to Poipet, he
added.

A close aide of Vatana re-
vealed that the former minister
had already been staying in the
Executive Suite of the Grand Dia-
mond Hotel for a week before he
was due in court.

Thailand has no extradition
treaty with Cambodia and Gen
Jongrak said he is not confident
that police will be able to bring
Vatana back to Thailand for sen-
tencing.

Vatana has strong ties with
Cambodian officials and Thai
police had no power to monitor
his movements at the time he
skipped bail, said Gen Jongrak.

Bail suspects are not per-
mitted to leave Thailand without
first applying for permission from
the courts.

Gen Jongrak said he was
unsure what the court’s decision
would have been, but he sus-

pected Vatana feared he would
have been sentenced to jail time.

A team of undercover police
said that Vatana’s son, Poonphol,
was seen meeting his father at the
Grand Diamond Hotel.

Vatana is thought to be as-
sociate of Kock Ann, an influen-
tial Cambodian businessman in-
volved in the casino business.

Drunk driver kills cop. A police
officer was mowed down and
killed by a drunk driver in Bang-
kok on July 12.

Police have confirmed
that ex-Deputy Interior
Minister Vatana
Asavahame is hiding out
in Poipet after jumping
bail and failing to attend
court for sentencing in a
corruption case.

Pakorn Kasemwut, 23,
slammed into the back of Sgt Maj
Aek Pibulsawasdi’s motorcycle
on Bangkok’s Ekamai-Ram Indra
flyover near Ladprao Rd. Pakorn
then drove his Honda Accord
over Maj Aek, dragging him along
the road.

Realizing what had hap-
pened, Pakorn stopped to attend
to the officer, who was caught
beneath the wheels of his car.

Eye-witnesses said that
when his attempts to revive Maj
Aek failed, Pakorn climbed on top

of the flyover wall in an
apparent bid to jump to
his death, but bystanders
were able to dissuade
him from taking the
plunge.

Police arrived at
the scene and arrested
Pakorn, who was later
found to have been over
the alcohol limit.

Pakorn, who had
been out partying at a
friend’s birthday party
earlier that night, faces
three to 10 years in jail
or a fine of 60,000 to
100,000 baht, or both, al-
though his sentence may
be reduced as he did not
flee the scene and he at-
tempted to resuscitate
the officer.

Teacher expelled .
The results of an inves-
tigation into a teacher
suspected of exchanging

sexual favors for better grades
were released on July 15.

Dean of the Rangsit branch
of Thammasart University, Pro-
fessor Dr Surapol Nitikraipot has
dismissed engineering teacher Mr
Gumtorn Cherdchukiet following
accusations of sexual abuse
against the teacher.

Although the decision to fire
Gumtorn was announced on July
15, Dr Surapol ordered the dis-
missal to be back-dated to  April
24. Dr Surapol said that he had
given the accused every chance
to defend himself and that a hand-
written letter by Gumtorn was not
enough to save him from dis-
missal.

Dr Surapol added that such
crimes committed by teachers
are highly immoral and that
Gumtorn must be removed from
his government teaching job,
explaining that firing Gumtorn
would have been the maximum
punishment that he has the
power to deliver.

Instead, it was decided to
administer a lesser punishment of
dismissal as there was no video,
audio evidence or witnesses to
back up the claims of abuse.

Gumtorn’s dismissal means
he will never be able to hold an-
other government position.

“I, in the name of Tham-
masart University, would like to
apologize to the Thai people that
such an incident should arise in
an establishment that has been
running for such a long time.

“I would like to guarantee
to Thai society that care and pro-
tection will be taken to prevent
such an incident from re-occur-
ring. Any form of sexual moles-
tation, sexual abuse or intercourse
between a teacher and student is
a severe violation of ethics

“This message will be in-
grained in all university staff
members,” said Dr Surapol.
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Rocky road ready to give way

Khao Lak is well known for spectacular sunsets and its breathtaking scenery. This photo , taken at
Saiyoi Hills Residence, a property development located south of Khao Lak, shows the Khao Na Yak
National Park in the background.

The repaired part of
Petchkasem Rd that
collapsed during last
year’s low season has

begun showing signs of wear and
tear. Some parts of the section
of road that was repaired have
even already had minor repairs
carried out.

Although critical repairs
were made immediately after the
road gave way last September, the
road surface around the previ-
ously collapsed area now shows
that a long, wide cavity is devel-
oping.

The supporting mix of rocks
and soil is slowly giving way again.
As hundreds of heavily loaded
trucks pass over this elevated part
of Petchkasem Rd every day, lo-
cals fear that it is only a matter
of time before the whole road
collapses again.

Russian welcome. Several
travel agents specializing in Rus-
sian tourists are rumored to be ag-
gressively marketing Khao Lak
for the coming high season. Khao
Lak residents and business people
regard with mixed feelings.

Many fear that the new
clientèle will plant the roots for
an ever-expanding bar scene
similar to the one at Patong Beach
– something that Khao Lak has
managed to avoid until now. De-
velopers, however, are already
rubbing their hands with anticipa-
tion of the new money to the area.

The problem for Khao Lak
are not the Russians, but the
people who like to categorize ev-
erything and discriminate against
anyone born in a country other
than their own. Some people
have been saying that when the
Russians arrive to Khao Lak will
be the time for the rest of us to
leave.

There are many Russian
families who also like peace and
tranquility instead of bars and dis-
cos and I believe that these Rus-

sian visitors will find what they
are looking for here in Khao Lak.
Their arrival will be positive for
the area.

Surprise surprise. Meanwhile,
this year’s rainy season in Khao
Lak has been full of surprises

with ever-changing weather add-
ing an unpredictable edge to the
time. If there were not so many
closed shops and restaurants in
Khao Lak center and along Nang
Thong and Bang Niang beaches,
you could almost believe that it’s
still high season.

Khao Lak and its few off-
season guests have been blessed
with sunshine and blue skies al-
most every day in June and the
beginning of July. Calm seas of-
fered the opportunity for dive trips
to the Similan Islands with the
few dive operators who decided
to keep their centers open all
year, such as iQ-Dive, Sea Bees
and Sea Dragon.

Most dive operators have

closed down for the low season,
leaving limited options for tour-
ists in Khao Lak.

Keeping as many busi-
nesses as possible open during
low season would not only reel in
more visitors, but might persuade
the few people in Khao Lak be-
tween May and October to stay
a bit longer.

Big brother is watching. Frus-
trating to tourists and Khao Lak
residents is the yearly downsizing
of the product line at Khao Lak’s
biggest supermarket.

During the high season,
shelves and fridges literally burst
under the weight of an unbeliev-
able variety of food, beverages,

sweets and delicacies. In the low
season, the supermarket’s minus-
cule assortment and the empty
shelves and fridges seem to ridi-
cule any customer walking into
the oversized space.

Little compensation for the
low-season mini-selection of
goods is the company of at least
three of the supermarket’s secu-
rity staff, who watch your every
move should you dare to go in
there to buy your weekly pack of
spaghetti.

Regardless of whether you
are a well-known expat who has
been living in the area for many
years or a tourist on a fleeting visit,
you will be under suspicion and
you will be watched. Put the
ketchup bottle down, mister.

There is hope, though, as
most of the smaller mini-marts in
Khao Lak now offer a better se-
lection and seem to appreciate
clients, especially during the an-
nual Big Low.

Cool packages. Richard Doring,
a Khao Lak veteran, travel guide
author and proprietor of the Sita
garden resort on Bang Niang
Beach, has rolled out his Khao
Lak Active program and made it
available in English at www.
khaolakaktiv.net/english/index.
html

The program offers a com-
bination of value accommodation
and selected activities packaged
together in an attempt to attract
more visitors to Khao Lak during
the rainy season.

Franky Gun is an expat writer,
artist, designer, scuba instruc-
tor and businessman who left
Germany in 1991 to live in Thai-
land. He moved to Khao Lak in
2001 and since calls Khao Lak
his home. Franky can be con-
tacted via email to: avalon@
loxinfo.co.th
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Couple die in gruesome attack
Violence in the insur-

gency-wracked Deep
South took the lives of
a Pattani couple on

July 8 but left their teenage son
unharmed. The attack came af-
ter 15 schools closed in response
to the ambush of an Army truck
ferrying students home after
classes.

Chatchawan Sornjamnong
and his wife, Ampai Kiewnit,
were shot dead while riding to
work on their motorbike. Their
14-year-old son escaped un-
harmed before the gunman dous-
ed the dead couple with kerosene
and burned the bodies on the road-
side.

The schools closed after an
incident a day earlier when two
Army Rangers were killed and
three students wounded by gun-
fire.

Councilman killed. A local
councilman was shot dead in
Songkhla’s Bang Klam district
while he was driving to Haad Yai
on June 9.

Police believe local politics
or a business dispute to be be-
hind the killing.

Amphai Saengchu, 43, a
member of Khok Sai Tambon
Administration Organization
(OrBorTor) in Phatthalung’s Pa
Bon district was found slumped
over the wheel of his Isuzu
pickup truck by the side of the
Asia Highway in Tambon Tha
Chang.

He had been shot several
times in the head and neck with
an AK-47 assault rifle.

Police said that at the time
of his death, Khun Amphai was
driving to a garage in Haad Yai
that specializes in repairing ex-
cavators. While he was driving,
a pickup pulled up alongside and
a gunman in the back opened
fire, causing K. Amphai to lose
control of his vehicle and crash
into a tree by the side of the
road.

Police found 10 spent AK-
47 cartridge cases on the road
about 100 meters from the vic-
tim’s crashed truck.

Col Pramot Letbuan, super-
intendent of Bang Klam Police
Station, said that in addition to
being an OrBorTor member, K.
Amphai ran an earth-filling busi-
ness.

Police believe that his po-
litical or business activities are
likely to have been the motive for
the killing, Col Pramot said.

Dodgy diesel. Highway Police
arrested one man and seized
4,400 liters of smuggled diesel in
Phatthalung on July 9.

Police found the diesel,
which was hidden in the back of
a six-wheeled truck, while con-
ducting a routine search at a
checkpoint on Phetchkasem Rd
in Tambon Tha Khae in Phattha-
lung’s Muang district.

Police said that they discov-
ered 110 40-liter petrol canisters
concealed in a large tank in the

back of the truck normally used
for transporting latex.

The driver, Somkhit Phiu-
pha, 43, was arrested after he
could not produce documents
proving he had paid duty on the
fuel.

Police said they believe the
diesel was smuggled into Thailand
through Satun and was on the
way to be sold to gas stations in
Thung Song district, in Nakhon Sri
Thammarat.

Somkhit was taken to Mu-
ang Phatthalung Police Station
and charged with possession of
smuggled goods.

Bad debt. The strangled and
stabbed body of a money lender
was found in a roadside drainage
canal in Nakhon Sri Thammarat
July 8. Police said that they be-
lieve she was killed by one or
more of her debtors.

The body of Urai Chu-
muang, 43, was found by a pass-
erby behind Ban Huay Sai School
in Tambon Pakphun.

Police said that K. Urai had
been stabbed multiple times and
her neck showed severe bruising
where she had been strangled. In
a bag round her waist, police
found more than 10,000 baht in
cash, a mobile telephone and a
notebook.

There were tire tracks lead-
ing away from where the body
was found, which police believe
belong to the vehicle used to
transport K. Urai’s body after she
had been killed.

Police said that K. Urai was
well known in Nakhon Sri Tham-
marat as a money lender and or-
ganizer of a “share” informal sav-
ings and loan scheme with cus-
tomers all over the city.

K. Urai’s husband told po-
lice that the evening before her
body was found, she had told

him that she was going to col-
lect money from a debtor who

had rung up asking her to come
and collect payment. When she

did not return or answer her
phone, relatives searched for
her, but to no avail until her body
was found the following morn-
ing.

Lt Col Thawatchai Duk-
sukkaow, deputy superintendent
of Muang Nakhon Sri Tham-
marat Police Station, said that K.
Urai was likely killed by at least
two people.

Police have dismissed rob-
bery as a motive due to the large
sum of money left with the body.
Officers are now hunting for K.
Urai’s motorbike, which they be-
lieve the killers are likely to have
dumped.

“We believe that the motive
for the killing of this large-scale
money lender was to clear a
debt.

“We think that one or more
of the victim’s debtors planned to
kill her as they were struggling to
make payments due to the poor
state of the economy and may
have been angered by K. Urai
hassling them for money,” Col
Thawatchai said.

NOT REMOTELY SUCCESSFUL: Security forces inspect the scene of an attempted bombing outside
a 7-Eleven at Talat Kao in Yala Town July 6. A remote-controlled device was used in what police
believe was an attack on a Community Defense Team. The device failed to detonate properly, leaving
two people with minor injuries.
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Democratic espresso:
storms in a coffee cup

By Janyaporn Morel

MP Tossaporn Tepabutra discusses problems with locals over a cup of coffee at the Phuket Democrat Party Office’s Complaints Center.

In an effort to provide free
public services in the form
of legal advice and informa
tion on citizens’ rights, Phu-

ket Members of Parliament
Tossaporn Tepabutra and Rewat
Areerob have established a com-
plaints center and coffee corner.

Since its opening in May,
staff at the Phuket Democrat
Party Office’s Complaints Cen-
ter on Phuket Rd, in Phuket City,
have listened to and given advice
to members of the public on a
wide range of issues, including
legal disputes, welfare options,
unemployment and civil rights.
They have also accepted a vari-
ety of complaints from the public
and try to find solutions for them.

Khun Tossaporn said that
the purpose of the complaint cen-
ter is to help alleviate some of the
problems local residents face by
listening to their problems and re-
ceiving their complaints. The cen-
ter employs a team of experts who
give free legal advice. There is
also a team of advisors who of-
fer solutions for a variety of is-
sues, including advice on how to
escape poverty.

“People are not always
aware of their rights and may
not understand the laws that can
affect their daily lives, so we
have set up this center to help
people avoid being treated un-
fairly or exploited,” said K.
Tossaporn.

K. Rewat said that people
from all walks of life come to the
center for advice, and many
come not to complain, but for sup-
port. Some people or organiza-
tions come to request the party’s
help in supporting projects, while
others come to offer their help
with the party’s public benefit
projects.

Although K. Tossaporn and
K. Rewat’s busy schedules mean
they cannot always be at the
Phuket office, leaving the staff to
mostly deal with the public, they
both try to be there on Monday
afternoons if they have no press-
ing engagements at Government
House in Bangkok.

When people come to talk
to the MPs or the legal experts,
they are treated to a coffee and
a comfy chair in the “Coffee
Council”, a corner of the offices
with a relaxing coffee-shop am-
biance, allowing people to discuss
issues in a relaxed manner.

K. Rewat said that many of
the issues he deals with are re-

lated to poverty. “Some people
want to start a business in an ef-
fort to improve their livelihoods,
but don’t have enough money for
the initial investment.

“Many people need help
paying for their children’s educa-
tion, others may not have a job or
a place to live, and some need
help obtaining residency status,”
he added.

“These are all issues that
people bring to us by themselves.

Whenever a complaint is made,
we record it and keep track of
progress made in finding a solu-
tion,” K. Rewat said.

Manager of the office,
Weerapong Jarongsathid, said that
they have dealt with about 15
complaints on major civil issues
so far, including accusations of
land encroachment.

Some complaints include
members of the pubic being
treated unfairly by government

officers. “In these cases, we ad-
vise them on the steps to take for
any legal action required,” he
said.

“We deal with about 100 is-
sues a day related to poverty, es-
pecially from parents requesting
scholarships for their children.
We put the parents and their chil-
dren in contact with foundations
that provide scholarships.

“Since opening the offices,
we have managed to help quite a

few people this way,” K. Weera-
pong added. For issues such as
poverty, encroachment, resi-
dency, alien workers and traffic
problems, we record the concerns
and pass them on to the central
government,” he said.

The complaints center is at 48
Phuket Rd in Phuket City (near
the Kusoldharm Foundation
Office). Open 9 am to 5 pm. Tel:
076-211541. Fax. 076-217344.
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Where they serve
up lots of John Bull

menuOn the

Sam Wilko
WITH

The Islander

Those looking for
some great pub
grub must check

this place out.
Delights on offer
here are toad in

the hole, sausage
and mash,

homemade steak-
and-ale pie with

veggies

Ad- Floyds Restaurant

3x8

K. Ann

Ah, the image of the
Great British Pub: a
roaring fire in the
grate, a mud-spattered

hound asleep beneath the stained
oak table, between your feet, and
an ever-present buxom barmaid
to replenish your dimpled pint
glass.

Over by the dartboard, an
octogenarian is repeating his
ever-expanding tale of survival
and grit in the North African
desert to a group of Eastern Eu-
ropeans; people who nowadays
make up an alarming percentage
of English high-street solicitors,
and I don’t mean in the litigious
sense.

So when it was suggested I
pay a visit to the British-owned
Islander, on the undulating leafy
road between Nai Harn village
and Rawai Beach, I was looking
forward to at least some of these
luxuries, especially the buxom
barmaid.

But none of the above was
immediately apparent; especially
considering that a mud-spattered
dog isn’t exactly a welcome sight
in a pub in Thailand and that most
buxom barmaids here were born
with masculine first names.

Before moving some two
years ago, the Islander was for-
merly the Islander Beer Garden
located near the Evason Resort
& Spa on Wiset Road. I must
confess to having musically par-
ticipated in a few beer-soaked
charity events
there in the com-
pany of the excel-
lent Rob on his
five-string bass.

The new Is-
lander is nowadays
a higher establish-
ment – literally –
as it is up a small
flight of stairs
overlooking the
main road. It’s a
regulars’ sort of
place but the wel-
come extended to
this relative
stranger was
warm, and my dry vodka Martini
as cool as I’ve ever had.

The pub is open-sided with
cool breezes wafting through and
things are even cooler if you
choose a pew overlooking the
ongoing grinning
madness that
people euphemis-
tically refer to as
“passing traffic”.

Tonight is
The Land of the
Brave’s Indepen-
dence Day and
the irony is not lost
on me, nor on the regulars, who
ask me why I’m not writing about
a certain establishment up the
road, sampling its freedom fries,
barbecued spare ribs and joining
in the sometimes jingoistic fervor
characteristic of our stronger-
jawed, dentally superior cousins.

Meanwhile, rockets swoosh
crackle and bang not a kilometer
away, dogs cower for miles
around and passing motorcyclists
ask themselves why something
looking like a chopstick with a
tattered banger attached to it has
just bounced off their helmet-less

skulls. Mind you, it’s the same
every Chinese New Year, so one
could say that jingoistic mindless-
ness doesn’t have any racial or

cultural monopoly.
Still, that’s no

concern for me:
I’m here to sample
typical English
pub food and
frankly, I’m sali-
vating as I haven’t
had, as Kipling
may have put it, “a
white man’s
meal” for ages.

The sounds
are cool at the Is-
lander. After all,
with a choice of
14,000 songs on
the pub’s com-

puter, you won’t be left wanting
for your Undertones or White
Stripes. Touchingly, when Frank
Zappa growls out a typically
quasi-obscene lyric on the Island-
ers’ sound system, I feel right at

home.
H e a r i n g

Zappa reminded
me of the French
– he once said,
“There is no hell.
There is only
France.” With a
sigh and a groan I
realize that even

more nationalistic flag-waving
festivities are on their way in the
form of Bastille Day on July 14;
the Belgian national day on July
21 and the Swiss bash on August
1, not to mention Canada Day
that fell on July 1. It looks as
though founding nations and de-
claring independence from moth-
er countries is a summer sport.

“Bon appetit” the Islanders’
menu cover cheekily wishes din-
ers. At 18 pages, it obviously
means business, even though
Lesley the owner, clearly states,
“We’re not a restaurant; we’re a

bar that sells food.” I order home-
made cottage pie with garden
peas, fresh carrots, spinach and

beetroot (200 baht) and sample
the house red (80 baht).

Those looking for some

great pub grub must check this
place out. Some of the delights
on offer here are toad in the hole
(190 baht), sausage and mash
(190 baht), homemade steak-and-
ale pie with veggies (210 baht)
along with a large and varied Thai
menu.

After a delicious tussle with
the more-than-ample cottage pie
and lashings of rich gravy, a
homemade blueberry crumble
with ice cream makes a welcome
appearance. The dish is fabulous;
hot-and-cold, sweet-and-sour and
soft-and-crumble meet head on
in a slam dunk and rattle of fla-
vors and textures.

Paul and Lesley have done
wonders here, and for “a bar that
sells food” the level of culinary
commitment is impressive and
certainly higher than many “res-
taurants that sell drinks”. Many
dream of running a successful bar,
but few succeed. Check out the
Islander to fuel that dream.

The Islander. 87/24 Wiset Rd,
Rawai. Open daily. Tel: 087-
2754867.

Sunday roast with
Yorkshire pudding and
lots of gravy.
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Happily Ever After
Recent weddings in Phuket

Alex and Sar-
ah Kovac from 
Australia were 
married at La-
guna Phuket’s 

Chapel-on-
the-Lagoon on  

May 3.

Chamaiporn 
Tanputtarak 
and Techathat  
Ongpruksa were 
married at Phuket 
Ballroom of The 
Royal Phuket 
City Hotel on 

Coming from a town with just 
50,000 inhabitants where every-
one knows each other, the hustle 
and bustle of a work-experience 
sabbatical in Patong hotels has 
been a rollercoaster ride for 20-
year-old Annika Kolmkant from 
Parnu in Estonia.

After completing the pre-
liminary years of a bachelor’s 
degree in hotel management at 
Mainor Business School in her 
home town of Parnu and the 
Estonian capital Tallinn, Annika 
began looking for a resort in a 
foreign country that would accept 
her as a volunteer in order to gain 
the work experience necessary 
for her to complete her degree.

It wasn’t difficult for An-
nika to decide on Phuket as the 
ideal location to refine her hos-
pitality skills. She had already 
fallen in love with Thailand when 
she spent time in Bangkok, Pat-
taya and Koh Chang on holiday 
as a teenager.

“I didn’t want to go any-
where in Europe because it 
wouldn’t have been much dif-
ferent from my own country. I 
wanted to go somewhere warm 
and exotic. Phuket made sense 
because it’s also a major tourist 
destination,” she said.

She began searching on the 
Internet for suitable resorts and 
hotels in Phuket, preferably those 
equipped with a spa.

She sent emails with her 
curriculum vitae attached to as 
many 4- and 5-star hotels as she 
could find, explaining to them her 
need to get on-the-job experience 
and that she was prepared to work 
without a salary until returning to 
Estonia in September to complete 
her hotel management degree. 
Her only other requests were for 
board and lodging.

Despite offering to work 
for free, Annika received just 
one response to her emails. It was 
from Duangjitt Resort and Spa 
in Patong. They agreed to take 
Annika on and arranged for her 
to be picked up from the airport 
on June 19. 

A Duangjitt Resort repre-
sentative was at the airport to 
meet her as arranged, but Annika 
soon found out that things were 
not going to be as easy as she had 
been led to believe. 

Her first lesson in the way 
things are done here was when 
she was casually told, “Sorry, 
but the resort has chang ed its 
mind and does not want you 
anymore.” 

“I was shocked, but did 
my best to keep smiling as I was 
determined not to let this bother 
me and to succeed in what I’d 
started. The Duangjitt Resort 
representative took me to Karon 

Sea and Sands, where I was told 
a position would be arranged 
for me.

Three days later, the man-
ager came to see me and offered 
me a position and accommoda-
tion at the Blue Marine Resort 
and Spa in Patong.

Annika’s second surprise 
after arriving was finding out that 
she had to pay for her accommo-
dation at  both resorts.

Her dilema reached the ears 

of the director of Phuket Tourism 
and Sports Office Promchote 
Traivate, who promp t ly arranged 
for her to stay with a Thai fam-
ily in Phuket City with meals 
included, free of charge. 

“The host family’s daughter 
would whiz me around town on 
the back of her motorbike – great 
fun – but they wanted me to be 
back home by 10 pm every eve-
ning. I wasn’t used to this kind of 
restriction because even when I 

Lessons at the  university 
By Akbar Khan

of life – Phuket style 

Estonian hotel management undergraduate Annika Kolmkant 
knows the hospitality industry. She just needs a resort where 
she can be allowed to prove it.

was 14, my parents would let me 
go out ice skating until 2 am,” 
she said.

“One of my reasons for 
coming to Thailand was to seek 
adventure in an exciting land 
where no-one knows me and 
I can have my freedom, so I 
decided to just go it alone and 
moved into a guest house in Pa-
tong,” she added.

Now that she had her own 
accommodation, the Blue Marine 
Resort and Spa accepted her as 
a volunteer. “The Resort was 
very nice indeed, but the duties 
allocated to me were far from 

challenging.
They asked me to model for 

photos of the spa, but when I tried 
asking questions about the run-
ning of the hotel, I was stunned 
to find that they considered these 
things ‘secret and confidential in 
Thailand’,” she said.

“It’s been easier to strike 
up friendships with Thais, but 
difficult to create deeper friend-
ships due to the differences in 
our understanding on compro-
mising. Some business people 
have seemed näive to me and 
I’ve been told that I am the one 
who is näive. 

“I think that has been con-
fused with trust. To me, if some-
one tells me something, I expect 
them to be telling me the truth.

I’ve learned that [in Pa tong] 
this is not always the case, so 
I’ve started to take what some 
locals say with a pinch of salt,” 
said Annika.

Annika said that after see-
ing the difference in the way 
things are run in hotels here com-
pared to back home, a lot could 
be gained by sharing the knowl-
edge she has already gained from 
her studies and experience in 
Estonia.

“In Estonia we solve prob-
lems using logic rather than just 
smiling and saying ‘mai pen 
rai’,” she said.

Annika speaks fluent Rus-
sian and Finnish. She sees that 
Russians are not warmly wel-
comed in Patong, attributing it to 
their demanding nature.

“They are big spenders, 
though, so they should be entitled 
to be fussy,” she said.

“Many Finns have Thai 
wives, but not many Estonian 
men do,” she said, explaining 
that Estonians like women who 
can be treated as equals and with 
respect, whereas Finns tend to 
look for submissive women.

One thing she found strange 
was that hotel staff wear their 
uniforms when they leave work, 
whereas in Estonia, hotel staff 
have a shower and locker area 
where they can change into their 
own clothes before going home.

Although she has identified 
some negative aspects of the 
locals, Annika is positive about 
her experiences. “I love Thailand 
and the people.

I think I will feel homesick 
when I return to Estonia. The 
happy and simple nature of Thais 
is endearing and I’m trying to 
convince my parents to retire 
here. 

“The Thais might not make 
great bosses but they make fabu-
lous friends,” she said.
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This week

LUCKY DIP: Anoma Wongyai (center), deputy director of Tourism Authority of
Thailand, Phuket, presents a voucher for a two-night stay at Evason Phuket & Six
Senses Spa to Graeme Chuck , managing director of Shades (Thailand) Co Ltd. Mr
Chuck won a lucky draw organized by the Phuket Gazette and the Evason Phuket
for companies that advertise in the Gazette. Joining them is Supanun Supawong
from the Gazette’s sales team.

BUNNY BEDLAM: Children enjoy a day out at Phuket Sunshine Village (PSV) with staff
on June 29 to celebrate the foundation’s one-year anniversary. Some 60 children played
games, sang songs, ate, drank, and hung out with a giant rabbit.

BATIK BOYS: (from left) Artists Yingsak Theptong, Apinan Towankaseam, Sirichai Chansongsang
and Sopon  Supaviriyakorn join guest Harin Sukavat at the opening of the Khon Batik art exhibition
at Phuket Public Library on Phuket Rd, Phuket City, on July 8. More than 30 batik works are on
display at the exhibition, open Monday to Friday from 9 am to 7 pm and Saturday to Sunday from
9 am to 4 pm until July 31.

GOING COCONUTS: Sales and Marketing Manager Jay Walker (left)
and After Sales Manager Bernie Tebb of The Village Coconut Island resort
show off their Green Award from www.whatgreenhome.com presented
to The Village for eco-friendly initiatives used in building the resort.

ALL ABOARD: Marc de Champeaux (holding paddle) and partner Qingqing (front)
entertain guests at the July 4 opening of their antiques and art showroom, The
Gallery, on Thepkrasattri Rd, close to Nai Thon. Also pictured are Gerard Garson
(right) owner of The Garden, next door to The Gallery, and Mr de Champeaux’s
son, Gibsy.

CHINA BOUND: Phuket Provincial Administration Organization President Paiboon Upatising
(back, center) joins Adisak Lertchoowongsa, President of Phuket Thai-Chinese Federation
(back, 2nd from left) and 14 students from local schools on July 14 before they travel to
Shenzhen, China, to the join an international youth camp from July 18-27.
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Hi! My name is Sydney Tutu Florabel

Babies, according to new
research, can tell good
people from bad at the
tender age of six

months. In tests, the babies unani-
mously preferred a “positive” doll
over both a “negative” or “neu-
tral” doll. In other words, before
we can speak we can distinguish
the people who have our best in-
terests at heart.

This is pretty amazing when
you think about it – not that ba-
bies are programmed from birth,
but that we all start out with a
foolproof people-radar that is
then systematically dismantled.

It starts with your parents
making you play with their
friends’ children. That’s when you
learn that, for the sake of avoid-
ing awkwardness, you must get
on with everyone, even the ones
who continually hit you over the
head with their toys.

The same way you have to
put up with your grandparents’
lethal driving and the nutty nanny
taking you to the park with her
friend and then abandoning you
while they go off for a smoke.

You are too young to point
out that these people are not act-
ing in your best interests. But you
are learning that in the grown-up
world nobody listens to their in-
stincts because they have other
more pressing concerns – saving

time, saving face, getting through.
Then there’s school. You

are a sneak if you tell anyone that
the girl in your class is torturing
you during break. You’re dead if
you don’t pick the pretty but
unsporty girls first for the round-
ers team. You must quickly bury
your instinctive grasp of who is
decent and who is not because
the only issue is fitting in.

This distorted perspective
becomes normal, and once you
hit puberty, thoughtful boys and
girls are toast: both sexes are now
interested only in destructive
types.

Your mother, who has spent
the past 15 years or so bludgeon-
ing your instincts into a socially
acceptable compromise, starts
saying, “Can’t you see he’s no
good for you?” Too late!

Meanwhile, assuming you
have a brother, he is definitely a
negative doll in your life, as is your
mother’s shopaholic best friend,
your youth-envying aunt and the
neighbor who always gets your
dad drunk or vice versa. They’re
all natural enemies, but nobody
does anything about it. Instead
everyone blames you for being too
“black and white”.

It gets worse, obviously. All
around you are examples of
people who are negative. Gradu-
ally, your “negative influence”

radar gets furred up, because it’s
hardly ever appropriate to act on
it. When accepting a proposal of
marriage, yes. When going into
business with someone, yes.

But, for some reason, you
are not able to say, “I will not have
dinner with them because I sense
they would use me as a float in a
tsunami.”

I realized the other day, on
my return from London with a
bag full of trashy gossip maga-
zines, that the best things about
celebrities was not the details of
their new patent clutch bag, nor
their endless rantings about how
important it is to recycle bottles
(yeah, yeah, all right) nor even
their weddings. For that matter,

not even their beauty secrets (yes,
Touch? Eclat concealer is mar-
velous, we know).

No, hands-down, the best
thing about celebrities is the
names they give their kids. The
reporters sitting outside London’s
Portland or Cedars-Sinai hospi-
tals have the best job on the
planet. “Harlow Winter you say,
love?” “Apple, as in the fruit?
Bramley or Granny Smith?”

“Thank you Mr Andre.” As
in Peter, for those who don’t buy
OK! He had one hit song called
Mysterious Girl. “Can I confirm
to the newsdesk that you said
Princess Tiaamii?”

Sometimes there comes a
name that is so magnificent it
needs no explanation. Kingston.
Seriously. Kingston is Gwen
Stefani’s son. She thought it was
a good name. Mia Farrow liked
Satchel. And Victoria Beckham
thinks Cruz is OK.

But here’s the thing – if
you’re a superstar celebrity, you
will never think your kid is going
to be run of the mill. You’re never
going to picture him or her in a
geography lesson, for example.

“Um, Kingston, would you
like to come to the front of the
class and find Jamaica on the
map?”

Nor will you assume they’ll
end up selling fast food. “Hi there,

I’m Fifi Trixiebelle and I’ll be your
waitress today.” Bob Geldof
might get ratty.

Stars think their children will
all be proclaiming “Hello, Wemb-
ley, we LOVE you!” just like they
did. They don’t think a dodgy
name will hinder their progress in
any way.

“No way is Phoenix Chi
(one of the Brad Pitt & Angelina
Jolie – Brangelina – brood) get-
ting teased. If she does, we’ll just
change schools/friends/cities/
lives.”

And that is why, last week,
I realized that I liked Ulrika
Jonsson, a Swedish-born TV pre-
senter in Britain. I do know that
she likes to change her life part-
ner, um, every couple of years.
Yes, she even scored with Sven
Eriksson. I don’t care how pow-
erful he is, have you seen him?

But whatever she’s done,
you cannot accuse her of think-
ing her new son is above it all.
His name? Malcolm. No airs and
graces. Just saying it how it is.

“Hi there, Malcolm, I’d like
a burger with fries please...”

Ambrosia Sakkadas, a Britain-
born Greek Cypriot and gradu-
ate of Central St Martins Col-
lege of Art & Design in Lon-
don, is an artist and interior
designer.
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5 OF THE BEST5 OF THE BEST
The best entries in the Six Senses Phuket Raceweek Photo Contest
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Local yachtie Mia
Gillow, 23, won the
Six Senses Phuket
Raceweek Photo

Contest, giving her three
nights’ stay in a Studio
Garden View room at The
Evason Phuket & Six
Senses Spa during the
annual regatta.

Miss Gillow’s photo of
Living Doll on a downwind
charge at Geelong Race
Week in Australia early this
year also won her tickets to
the after-race parties each
day of her stay.

In Phuket Raceweek
Miss Gillow will be racing
on Minx, which will fly the
white spinnaker of The
Evason Phuket & Six
Senses Spa.

As for her winning
photo of Living Doll, she
said, “I can’t believe it –
what a lucky shot.”
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With Phuket’s long
and checkered his-
tory, it’s not sur-
prising that one

might stumble across old artifacts
scattered around the island with-
out having to visit a museum. Two
such artifacts, twin cannons dat-
ing back to the 18th century, are
the focus of this week’s column.

These two guns are posi-
tioned on the grassy area in front
of Phuket City Police headquar-
ters on Chumphon Rd. The can-
nons stand guard on either side
of the police station’s flagpole
with their barrels pointing towards
the road in front of the station.
They are more than 200 years old
and played a vital role as part of
the island’s defensive artillery.

Although now outdated,
they are still in good condition and
are fine examples of the type of
artillery used all those years ago.

Visitors will find two plaques
at the site providing a short his-
tory of the guns, including their
specifications, written in Thai and
English. The cannon barrels are
each a little larger than two inches
in diameter and slightly less than
an inch thick. Each barrel weighs
606 pounds (275 kilograms).

Because the cannon barrels
are relatively narrow, they would
not have been used to fire can-
non balls. Big guns of the 18th

century that fired heavy cannon-
balls were used for bombarding
forts and ships in naval warfare.
If these cannons were used for
such purposes, they would have
done little damage because the
cannonballs would have been
small and light.

Instead, this type of cannon
was used to fire canister shots,
cylindrical cases containing hun-
dreds of iron or lead pistol balls
and other metal fragments. When
fired, the cylindrical cases disin-
tegrate and scatter their shrap-
nel. These were highly effective
and deadly at short distances
against advancing cavalry or in-
fantrymen.

This type of cannon ammu-
nition was commonly used with
artillery manufactured during the
18th and early 19th centuries. The
barrels on display could be loaded
with up to 202 pounds of shrap-
nel and required three pounds of
gunpowder that would be ignited
in the barrel, blasting the loaded
ammunition towards an advanc-
ing enemy at a maximum range
of about 800 meters.

The cannon barrels were
mounted on wooden carriages

with large wheels,
allowing them to be
moved easily across
rough terrain. A
single cannon re-
quired four horses to
draw it and a crew of eight to
operate it.

A typical cannon-operation
team comprised a gun captain,
who primed, aimed and fired the
gun and at least one person to
turn and raise the gun barrel on
the captain’s orders. Another
would have loaded the gun and

another would damp
down sparks before
reloading. The oth-
ers would pass am-
munition and fresh
gunpowder to the

loader.
According to the plaques,

the cannon barrels were cast in
1768 at the Glethuset foundry in
Frederiksvaerk in Denmark.
They were designed by Maj Gen
EG Meehlenburg and cast by
Henrik Honhaver. The barrels
were made of bronze, compris-

Danish
defense for

Phuket

ing 87% copper and 13% tin.
Denmark manufactured 208
more of the same type of cannon
over the next 30 years until 1799.

The Danish army used the
same type of cannon during mid-
18th century as well. They were
an important part of Danish artil-
lery under the command of
Prince Carl of Hessen. It is likely
that the two guns on display found
their way to Siam during the Thon
Buri era under the rule of King
Taksin when there was consid-
erable trade between Siam and

the Danish Asiatic Company. The
Asiatic Company had its base in
Tranquebar, a city on the south-
eastern coast of India founded by
the Danish in 1620.

Here we refer to a historic
letter, a copy of which can be
found in a book called Lai Su Thai
by Davidson and Simmonds. The
letter was written in 1776 on be-
half of King Taksin by one of his
ministers and was addressed to
Governor of Tranquebar David
Brown.

The letter conveys the
king’s gratitude for a previous
delivery of 1,000 Danish flintlock
rifles that had been ordered from
the Asiatic Company. The King
of Siam was considerably satis-
fied with the rifles.

The letter issued an order
for a further 10,000 of such rifles
to be delivered to Thon Buri, with
Capt Leit in charge of sailing to
Tranquebar and conducting this
trade deal on behalf of the King.

The letter asked Governor
Brown to deliver the guns to Capt
Leit and if the governor should
wish, he could arrange for a ship
to sail to Phuket to receive tin
loads in payment for the guns, or
if he wanted any other commodi-
ties as payment, it could also be
arranged from Thon Buri.

This letter from King Taksin
was for the purchase of flintlock
guns from the Danish, but there
was no mention or order of any
cannons. However, it is likely that
this was only one of the many
trade deals conducted between
the Siamese King and the Dan-
ish traders. The cannons would
have been bought in a similar
agreement with similar payment
methods at around the same pe-
riod as the flintlock guns in 1776.

Towards the end of the 18th

century, these cannons were
transported to Phuket to help de-
fend the island against enemy at-
tacks at a time when the Burmese
posed a grave threat to Siam. It
is not too far fetched to believe
that the cannons outside the po-
lice station saw action in the con-
flicts with Burmese military that
took place on Phuket soil during
the reign of King Rama I.

LOOKING
BACK

By Anand Singh

This 200-year old cannon was shipped from Denmark during the reign of King Taksin and was probably
used to defend Phuket against Burmese invaders. It now stands guard outside Phuket Provincial Police
headquarters.

Anand Singh is an avid Phuket
historian. He lived on Phuket
from the age of three to 21. He
is fluent in Thai and is currently
completing his degree in eco-
nomics at the University of Bir-
mingham. Anand may be con-
tacted at as.pkt@hotmail.com
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EVENTS CALENDAR Upcoming events on the island

July 21. PC Group Therapy –
Chalong.

Is your Internet connection
driving you nuts? Ready to throw
your PC out the, uh, window?
Need advice on where to buy a
computer, or get one repaired?
Join For Dummies… author
Woody Leonhard for his weekly
Group Therapy sessions from 10
am to midday. They’re free.

Novices most welcome –
no experience necessary. Bring
your questions, bring your com-
puter, bring your mother-in-law
and your worry beads, and let’s
see if we can sort things out.

For directions to Sandwich
Shoppe Chalong, see the website.
Sponsored by the Phuket Ga-
zette and Khun Woody’s Sand-
wich Shoppes.

As always, from 10 am un-
til midday at the Sandwich Shoppe
in Chalong.

Contact Woody Leonhard.
Tel: 089-1960940. Email: woody
@KhunWoody. com Website:
www.KhunWoody.com

July 22. Green Initiatives in
Event Planning: a Seminar.

“Green Event planning is
here to stay,” says Shannon
Kilkenny, author of The Complete
Guide to Successful Event Plan-
ning – a best-seller – who will
present a seminar at Movenpick
Resort & Spa Karon Beach
Phuket on green initiatives in
event planning.

Sponsored by the Thai Ho-
tels Association Southern Chap-
ter and Hospitality Sales & Mar-
keting Association International,
this seminar is essential for all in
the hospitality and events indus-
tries.

The registration fee of 1,200
baht includes the seminar, re-
freshments and lunch.

For information and reser-
vations contact Andrew John-
stone. Tel: 076-396139-787.
Email: andrew.johnstone@
moevenpick.com Website: www.
moevenpick-phuket.com

July 23-27. Six Senses
Phuket Raceweek.

Described by veteran yacht
racers as “the most exciting
mixed fleet regatta [in] this re-
gion”, Six Senses Phuket Race-
week is four days of great mon-
soon-season racing surrounded
by five nights of glittering five-
star parties.

This unique regatta attracts
international participation and
widespread international media
coverage in print, on the web and
– in 2008 – on TV.

This is one of Thailand’s top
on-the-water events for partici-
pants and sponsors alike.

For more information con-
tact Grenville Fordham. Tel: 076-
264491. Email: gren@image-
asia.com Website: www.phuket
raceweek.com

July 26. ESPN Star Sports
Charity Golf & Dinner at
Laguna.

Fifteen members of the
ESPN Star Sports football broad-
casting team and Peter Withe,

former English football legend and
coach of the Thai national foot-
ball team, will visit Laguna Phuket
to support Laguna’s initiative to
improve conditions at underprivi-
leged schools in Phang-nga.

The celebrities will play a
charity golf tournament followed
by a dinner at the Sheraton
Grande Laguna Phuket.

To enter the tournament,
golfers may choose a corporate
or standard team package. Din-
ner-only tickets are 2,500 baht per
person, inclusive of wine and
beer. Team Packages and dinner
tickets are sold at the Golf Club
Pro Shop.

For details contact the Golf
Club Pro Shop. Tel: 076-324374.
Email: timh@lagunaphuket.com

July 28. Mac Group Therapy
– Chalong.

From 10 am until midday at
the Sandwich Shoppe in Chalong.

August 3. PC Group Therapy
– Patong.

From 10 am until midday at
the Sandwich Shoppe at
Aroonsom Plaza, near Andaman
Beach Suites, in Patong.

August 10. PC Group Therapy
– Laguna.

From 10 am until midday at
the Sandwich Shoppe Laguna.

August 12. HM The Queen’s
Birthday (Public Holiday).

HM The Queen’s Birthday
is also marked as Mother’s Day
in Thailand.

August 13. Boathouse Writ-
ers’ Night with Jim Newport.

James “Jim” Newport
(www.vampireofsiam.com) is a
writer and Emmy-nominated pro-
duction designer of film and tele-
vision.

He wrote The Vampire of
Siam trilogy, which includes the

first novel of the same name, fol-
lowed by Ramonne: The Return
of the Vampire of Siam and The
Reckoning: A Tale of the Vam-
pire of Siam.

The author’s latest work,
Chasing Jimi, is a novel about
Jimi Hendrix and was released in
May.

The evening at the Boat-
house will include readings from
Chasing Jimi and a Q&A ses-
sion with the author.

September 13. SDF Tails at
Twilight Annual Fundraising
Bone a Fit.

The Soi Dog Foundation
will hold its annual fundraiser
“Tails at Twilight Annual Fund-
raising Bone A Fit” on Septem-
ber 13 at the Evason Phuket &
Six Senses Spa.

It will be a private beach
party extravaganza with raffles,
auctions and a prize draw.

The ticket price of 2,000
baht included a buffet dinner,
free-flow beer and wine, non-stop
entertainment, and lots of fun at
the beautiful venue.

For tickets contact Cristy.
Tel: 085-4734636. Email: cristy@
soidog-foundation. org Website:
www.soidog-foundation.org

September 16. Punchline
Comedy Club Live Stand-Up
Comedy.

The Punchline Comedy
Club, in association with the Lon-
don Comedy Store, returns to
Phuket for a night of international
stand-up comedy. More details
will be released soon, but expect
a madcap night of laughs.

September 29 to October 7.
Phuket Vegetarian Festival.

This festival is an annual
event held during the ninth lunar
month of the Chinese calendar,
which normally falls in late Sep-
tember or early October. Though

the origins of the festival are un-
clear, it celebrates the Chinese
community’s belief that a strict
diet of ‘vegetables only’ will pu-
rify mind and body and constitute
merit-making.

Sacred rituals are per-
formed at all Chinese temples in
Phuket. The processions from
each temple show spectacles of
strict vegetarians, known as devo-
tees, ostensibly possessed by
gods, piercing their tongues,

cheeks and other parts of the
anatomy with sharp implements.
The devotees apparently feel no
pain and show no sign of real in-
jury.

October 23. Chulalongkorn
Day (Public Holiday).

Chulalongkorn Day com-
memorates the reign of Rama V,
who is best remembered for abol-
ishing slavery in Thailand.

November 19-22. Phuket
International Sportfishing
Tournament 2008.

Registration at Captain
Hook on November 19 from 6pm
onwards. Fishing days are No-
vember 20, 21 and 22, starting at
8am.

Free food and beer for all
anglers. For more information,
please contact Uwe Schittek. Tel:
081-719 5766. Email: uweschittek
@yahoo.com

November 29. Phuket Inter-
national Women’s Club
Annual Ball.

The Phuket International
Women’s Club Annual Ball will
be held at The Hilton Phuket
Arcadia Resort and Spa. This
year’s theme is “Diamonds are
Forever”.

This is the main fundraising
event for the PIWC Scholarship
program.

PIWC has helped more than
550 students and young people to
receive an education.

Further details to be an-
nounced via the Gazette soon.

For more information con-
tact  Sue Arnulphy. Tel: 087-
2776948. Email: arnulphy@
loxinfo.co.th

WET ’N’ WILD: Phuket’s surfing community will be out in force this weekend for the fourth Kalim
Surfing Content 2008, organized by the Phuket Boardriders Club. The contest aims to promote the
sport of surfing as well as promote tourism in Phuket.

The event has attracted surfers from as near and far as the US, Australia, the UK, South Africa,
Japan, Taiwan, Malaysia, Singapore, and Indonesia. More information can be found at
www.phuketboardriders.com or by contacting K. Joob at Tel: 081-9565854 or by email to
joob@phuketboardriders.com

SURF’S UP AT KALIM BEACH
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Tata’s tasty truck

Tata’s Xenon pickup will be
sold through more than 20
dealers across Thailand, at

prices starting from
539,000 baht.

Jeff Heselwood can be con-
tacted at jhc@netvigator.com

BEHIND
WHEEL
By Jeff Heselwood

T H ET H E

The takeover by Tata
Group of Jaguar and
Land Rover was re-
ported in the Gazette on

April 6 but, closer to home, Tata
recently launched the Xenon in
Thailand – a one-tonne pickup
truck to take on the dominant
Toyota, Ford and Isuzu models.

With a 59% market share,
Tata is the largest manufacturer
of commercial vehicles in its na-
tive India and is ranked among
the world’s top six makers of
medium and heavy commercial
vehicles.

Tata has appointed more
than 20 dealers in Thailand and
has committed 1.3 billion baht to
produce the Xenon pickup.

Initially, the Xenon will have
around 50% local content and will
be assembled at the Thonburi
Automotive Assembly Plant in a
joint-venture between Thonburi
and Tata Motors.

Thonburi is better known for
its assembly of completely-
knocked-down Mercedes-Benz
vehicles, including the A-Class,
C-Class, E-Class and the luxury
S-Class, as well as the chassis for

several commercial Mercedes-
Benz vehicles.

Tata may be Indian, but it
has considerable experience in
investing overseas. Tata owns the
Anglo-Dutch steel giant Corus
Steel, bought Daewoo’s truck
facility in South Korea, acquired
Britain’s Tetley Tea in 2000 and
supplied the now defunct Rover
Car Company with the so-called
“City Rover” – a re-badged Tata
Indica, which Britain’s Top Gear
presenter James May branded
“the worst car I have ever
driven”.

Commenting on Tata’s first
foray into the Thai market, Tata
Motors Chairman Ratan N Tata
said, “I am pleased that Tata
Motors (Thailand) is launching
the Xenon pickup.

It has been developed and
built in Thailand specifically keep-

ing Thai customers in mind. We
are mindful that Thailand and the
Asean region will become key
markets for Tata Motors in the
near future.”

The Xenon was styled in
Coventry, England, and features
engine technology from Ger-
many. The motor is a 2.2-liter di-
rect-injection, common-rail diesel
with variable turbine technology
and an intercooler, delivering

140bhp (103kW) and 320Nm of
torque between 1,700 and 2,700
rpm.

The engine currently meets
Euro 3 emission standards, but
can be further developed to sat-
isfy Euro 4 and even Euro 5 if
required.

Technology has enabled
Tata to keep the size of the en-
gine relatively compact while
maintaining a high output, excel-
lent fuel economy and high dura-
bility. The company believes its
new sector of customers in Thai-
land will notice the difference in
quality of the new pickup.

The Xenon features high
suspension and two-wheel drive.
It comes with an exceptionally
strong bodyshell, featuring 0.8-
1.5-millimeter double-sided gal-
vanized steel sheets, which are
resistant to corrosion and thicker

than other pickups on the mar-
ket. In addition to increased
safety, this also improves the
Xenon’s durability, allowing it to
be used extensively in commer-
cial activities.

There are two models to
choose from: the X-tend Cab and
the Double Cab. The brakes are
discs at the front and drums at
the rear. Transmission is a five-
speed manual and suspension is
double wishbone and torsion bar
in front, leaf springs at the rear.

Tata Motors (Thailand) is a
subsidiary of Tata Motors, which
has research centers in India, the
UK, South Korea and Spain. On
a historical note, the group takes
its name from its founder,
Jamsedji Tata, who started the
company in the 19th century to
make textiles. Its steady growth
as India’s largest company coin-
cided with the rise in Indian na-
tionalism and the erosion of Brit-
ish colonial rule.

The Xenon has yet to be
rolled out in Phuket. The nearest
dealership is AC Automobile in
Haad Yai, which, at the time of
writing, had five Xenons in stock.
Customers can order from AC
Automobile and have a vehicle
delivered to Phuket. For more
information call 074-501642.

Prices of the new Xenon
start at 539,000 baht for the X-
tend Cab; 629,000 for the Double
Cab. For details visit www.tata
motors.co.th
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Full force of secondary
inflation still to come

TALKS
MONEY

By Richard G Watson

It’s incredible to think that only
one year ago the global
economy was in very good
shape. Economic growth

was strong, inflation was low and
energy prices were acceptable.
The feel-good factor
was all around. Su-
per-economies in the
making such as Chi-
na and India, along
with other emerging
economies, were
growing at epic
rates.

In this type of
environment, huge,
unpredictable shifts
are expected. Infla-
tion was low and
generally monetary
policy was accom-
modative – the future looked
bright. However, gremlins were
lurking under the surface. These
gremlins were time-bombs: low-
quality trenches of debt that
banks were rolling off their prod-
uct lines. Banks often used extra
leverage – that is, gearing up debt
bundles with the intention of mak-

ing massive profits – to enhance
returns.

While the music played, the
US central bank (the Federal
Reserve) was raising interest
rates. As is common in an era of

rising rates, bad
loans rose and
house values fell.
A credit crunch
arrived – and a
nasty one at that.
It is going to take
some time to re-
capitalize this sec-
tor.

Banks have
mostly returned to
business as usual.
However, banks
are being cautious,
e n t e r t a i n i n g

mainly high-quality business at
expensive rates. This is natural,
but banks in general are still sus-
picious of the quality marked on
their balance sheets.

Before the credit crunch,
there had been irresponsible lend-
ing by institutions, which was the
real cause of this crunch. A mix-

ture of big egos, large bonuses
and old-fashioned greed was re-
sponsible for the creation of
structured products, also called
collateralized debt obligations. A
lender would put together pack-
ages of loans and sell them off to
a pension fund or another willing
buyer.

A problem was that the
credit-rating agencies were not
looking closely enough at these
new products and the risks they
entailed. A new structured prod-
uct would come out with a top-
flight high-investment-grade
credit rating.

Most of this mess has re-
turned home to roost with the
original lenders. This was never
the intention. Lenders knew full
well there would be losses on
portfolios. For example, they usu-
ally contained at least an element
of subprime lending as the origi-
nal lender simply wanted to make
a loan and sell it on to another
party.

Abuse was rampant with
contracts giving short periods of
time before mortgages reset to

higher levels. These contracts
were misleading. For an initial
period, a fixed rated applied, but
after the reset, a loan would be
set at the London Interbank Of-
fered Rate (LIBOR) plus what-
ever extra lenders decided to add
on.

This was used to sell domes-
tic mortgages to the American
public. I doubt that 1% of the
applicants even knew what
LIBOR was and even less the
consequences of their actions.

Banks and other lenders
competed as part of their busi-
ness strategies. The minute a
lender is disinterested in the qual-
ity of a loan it creates, high losses
occur. However, over time, banks
re-capitalize.

The success of free-market
capitalism is evident in the num-
ber of success stories from
around the world. Together with
a credit crisis and falling housing
and stock market values, the
world had to face rising food and
energy prices.

There will still be a lot of fi-
nancial pain in 2009. Any hope

of a recovery, which was earlier
this year projected for late-2008,
has evaporated.

We have yet to feel the full
force of secondary shocks on the
inflation front. With inflation now
at more than 8%, Thailand is not
escaping the global malaise, yet
the country is one of the lucky
ones, with an exportable surplus
of food and at least a measure of
domestic energy production.

The local banking sector
escaped any meaningful involve-
ment in global structured prod-
ucts. This means that banks do
not have damaged balance sheets
and can carry on lending unim-
peded. The largest problem Thai-
land currently faces is in politics,
which could easily become an
economic problem.

Richard G Watson runs Global
Portfolios Co Ltd, a Phuket-
based personal financial-plan-
ning service. He can be reached
at Tel: 076-381997, Fax: 076-
383185, Mobile: 081-0814611.
Email: imm@loxinfo.co.th Web-
site: www.global-portfolios.com
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Allamanda Laguna Phuket
recently appointed Phuket-
native Pawinee Panan as
Sales Executive. Khun
Pawinee graduated with a
major in hotel-and-tourism
studies from Phuket Com-
munity College, Prince of
Songkla University, Phuket
campus. K. Pawinee brings
a wealth of experience with
her, having served in the
F&B department at La-
guna Beach Resort. She
then transfered to the sales-
and-marketing department
in 2006.

The new General Manager of
Carrefour Phuket, Jungcey-
lon, is Paul Rochel from
France. Mr Rochel holds a
bachelor’s degree in math-
ematics from the Univeristy
of Cergy. He also holds a
master’s degree in quantitative
economics. He has worked as
Human Resources Manager
of Auchan Thailand, Chiang
Mai, and as Customer Service
and Productivity Improvement
Manager at Big C in Bangkok.
He was also Store General
Manager of Big C stores in
Pattaya and Phuket.

Ananya Komolsai from Phat-
thalung province was recently
appointed E-Marketing and
PR Manager of IndoChine-
Villa Santi. Khun Ananya
holds a bachelor’s degree
from Silpakorn University,
Bangkok. Before taking up
her new position, she worked
for two years as Guest Rela-
tions Officer for Le Meridien
Phuket Beach Resort. She
has also worked as Resort
Host for Banyan Tree Phuket
and as Business Development
Executive for Asia Web Di-
rect.

ON THE MOVE

In an effort to relieve current
economic woes, all govern-
ment-licensed pawnshops in
Phuket have been ordered to

reduce the interest customers are
charged, Phuket City Mayor
Somjai Suwannasupana announ-
ced recently.

The order, which came into
effect July 1, was issued by the
Office of Local Administrator’s
Pawnshop Management Com-
mittee under the Department of
Local Administration of the Inte-
rior Ministry.

It outlines new criteria for
calculating interest rates imposed
on pawnshop customers who
trade goods for cash until they
return to buy the goods back with
added interest.

Before the new regulations
came into effect, customers
were charged 0.75% interest per
month on items valued at less than
5,000 baht and 1% interest per

The Tourism Authority of
Thailand (TAT) and
Phuket tour operators
are expecting increased

arrivals of Japanese tourists af-
ter a string of TAT road shows in
Japan and the reintroduction of
twice-weekly flights between
Japan and Phuket – suspended
after the 2004 tsunami.

TAT Phuket Office Direc-
tor Suwalai Pinpradub said that
the TAT and 10 Phuket-based
tour operators took a road show
promoting Phuket’s green season
to Fukuoka, Osaka and Tokyo
from June 15 to 20 to entice Japa-
nese tourists, who made up the
fifth-largest proportion of interna-
tional tourists before the tsunami.

“We met about 650 repre-
sentatives from Japanese travel
agencies during the recent road
shows. We took brochures, CDs
and tour information in Japa-
nese.

“The response was positive
and we are confident that the
number of tourists coming to
Phuket from Japan will increase
as a result,” said Khun Suwalai.

K. Suwalai added that on
July 17 Thai Airways began op-

erating direct flights again from
Japan’s Narita Airport to Phuket
International Airport. “This route
was canceled after the tsunami,
so less Japanese tourists have
been coming to Phuket since
then,” she said.

“The number of Japanese
tourists visiting Phuket totaled
206,381 in 2004. The number
dropped dramatically after the
tsunami to 44,262 in 2005. There
was an increase in 2006 to 114,882
and a slight increase again in 2007
to 115,751,” she added.

K. Suwalai said that the
cancellation of the Narita-Phuket
route was the main reason for the
drop in Japanese tourists. “With-
out this route, even Japanese tour-

month on items valued at more
than 5,000 baht.

The new regulations are for
a 0.75% monthly interest rate on
items pawned for less than 4,000
baht and a 1% interest rate on
items pawned for more than
4,000 baht but not more than
30,000 baht.

A monthly interest rate of
1.25% now applies to pawn capi-
tal valued at more than 30,000
baht.

Mayor Somjai said that
more than 27,000 people used lo-
cal administration pawnshops in
Phuket between January and
June, with pawnshops paying out
331.73 million baht during that
period.

She added that the number
of people using government-reg-
istered pawnshops peaked in
June with 4,898 customers trad-
ing in items for a total of 63.35
million baht.

Pawnshops ordered
to reduce interest

rates on loans By Janyaporn Morel

TAT road shows ‘drawing
Japanese back to Phuket’

ists who wanted to holiday in
Phuket found it difficult to do so
because of the lack of direct
flights to the island. However,
many organizations have been
helping to promote Phuket as a
holiday destination and are begin-
ning to have a positive impact,”
she said.

Previous TAT road shows
in Japan have included one led by
Phuket Governor Niran Kalaya-
namit in 2005, a road show pro-
moting Phuket as a medical-tour-
ism destination in 2006 and one
advertising the Phuket Walk &
Run event in 2007. An exhibition
to celebrate 120 years of Thai-
Japanese diplomatic relations was
also held in 2007.

The TAT displays attracted enthusiastic and interested crowds.
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PPPPPUZZLESUZZLESUZZLESUZZLESUZZLES

Sudoku is very simple: each row, each column and each “box” of
nine squares within the puzzle must contain all the numbers from
1 to 9 with, naturally, no repetitions. Beware: there is only one
solution to this puzzle, which is on the next page.

Can you find the seven

differences between the two

cartoons below? And can you

find them faster than the rest

of the family?

Solution on the next page.

Spot the DifferenceSpot the Difference

Solution, tips and
computer program

at www.sudoku.com

The BIG Crossword

© 2008 Lovatts Publications Pty Ltd

Answers on next page

Across

1. Encode
6. Citizen of France
12. Registered disap-

proval
17. Worth
18. Festival, …Gras
19. Seedless raisins
20. Nickname of Mars
21. Overshadows
22. Blackboard writer
24. Raucous
26. Ballet
29. Gave military greet-

ing
33. Unlocks
36. Debts
39. Piers
41. Derives (from)
42. Go by (of time)
43. Whipped dessert
44. Damascus is there
46. Saint Nick, …Claus
48. Refrigerates
50. Design style, Art…
52. Secure
54. Wife of duke
56. Crazy
58. Flimsy (excuse)
60. In present condition
61. Floating water lily

leaf
62. Distorted
66. Wander (of river)
67. Brigade commander
70. Trap
71. Shut
72. S American animals
73. Poetic term for field
75. Undeveloped
76. Offer comfort
77. African nation
78. Cleared up (junk)

80. And so forth
81. Nominating
82. Caught in the act
85. Pistol
88. Film negatives
90. Purge
93. Mightiness
95. Scold persistently
96. Domestic helper
97. Apparel
99. Japanese currency
100. Movie dialogues
102. Ear part
104. Dutch cheese
105. Scratches
108. Makes a call
110. Melodious sound
112. Now!
114. Saudi language
117. Smears
118. Tapers
119. Jack Russell
120. Cinderella’s slipper
122. Unfasten
126. New Zealander
129. Stone builder
132. Terminates
135. Man-eating person
136. Unbiased
137. Very thin (fracture)
138. Dining surface
139. Kept for future use
140. Watches
141. Distinguished politi-

cians
142. Orderliness

Down

1. Simplified
2. Section of intestine
3. Sporting performers
4. Person taken from

danger

5. Baby issue, nappy…
6. Roll up (flag)
7. Stinks
8. Everest is there
9. Cardiac organ
10. Alter (text)
11. European pact
12. Dedicatory verses
13. Pedal vehicle
14. News bosses
15. Liking
16. Medicine units
23. Charisma
25. Eye membrane
27. Showy flower
28. Outdoors

holidaymakers
30. Stupendous
31. Turn upside-down
32. In a group (2,5)
34. Prepared mentally,

…up
35. Tough, hard as…
37. Alcoholic brew
38. Sales pitch
39. Pants
40. Hallucinogenic drug
45. 24-hour car race
47. Truncheon
48. Ancestry charts
49. Gradually weakens
51. Director, James…
53. LA suburb, Bel…
54. Speaker’s platform
55. Tacticians
57. Lion’s home
59. Having keen sight

(5-4)
60. Moving ahead
61. For
63. Get to feet (5,2)
64. Skies
65. Children’s nurses
67. Trumpeting loudly

68. Insistent
69. List (articles)
74. Highbrow person
79. Discourages
81. Subtle shade of

meaning
83. Lingerie items
84. Scrounge
86. Fine (weather)
87. Pop group, Bee…
89. Roots
90. Taxi
91. Kip (3-4)
92. Swings up & down
94. Romantic US falls
96. Complains
98. Morocco’s capital
101. Vicious
103. Ring-shaped bun
106. Fire fragment
107. To &…
109. Evergreen tree
111. Till operator
112. Ape or monkey
113. Has
115. Inventor, Alexander

Graham…
116. Fight for a cause
117. Black mark
120. Small lizard
121. Female relatives
122. Unrealised (of po-

tential)
123. Shoreline
124. Voice types
125. Period
127. Greek fruit
128. Brainwaves
130. Sadly
131. Artist’s paints
133. Actor, …Alda
134. Occasionally, now

&…
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Get your brain
in gear with

The Monster Quiz

Puzzle Solutions

Solution to this week’s BIG Crossword

Solution to

this week’s

Sudoku puzzleMonster

Quiz

Answers

1. Jaipur; 2. Nadia
Comanici; 3. Snoop
Dogg; 4. Dwight
Eisenhower; 5.
Braemar; 6. Linux;
7. Yellow Jersey; 8.
Frank Zappa; 9. Tur-
key; 10. American
Express; 11. Abbey
Road; 12. Carlos the
Jackal; 13. Libra;
14. 13; 15. Becky
Thatcher; 16. 3; 17.
Prohibition; 18.
1990; 19. Start Me
Up; 20. Vietnam.

Solution to this week’s
Cartoon Puzzle

Quick Crossword
Across
1. Garden boundary
4. …and Scratchy
8. Lovers’ angel
9. Problem
10. Plaything
11. Used in snow
12. Top
15. Plump
16. Hit
17. Rock n roll master
19. Stone
20. Decomposes

Solution to

this week’s

Quick

Crossword

Solution below

Answers below

1. The Palace of Winds
is in the Pink City, but
what is the proper
name of the city?

2. Who was the first
Gymnast to achieve a
perfect 10?

3. Who plays the role of
Huggy Bear in the
2004 Starsky and
Hutch film?

4. Who was the first st
president of all 50
States?

5. Where in Scotland do
the Highland games
take place on the 1st
Saturday of Septem-
ber?

6. Which computer
operating system has a
penguin as its logo?

Down
2. The Big Apple
3. Void
4. Country
5. Discuss
6. University
7. Laid by chickens
10. Mexican city
13. Bird
14. Cast by wicthes
15. Feeling hot
16. Catch
18. Save us!

The Monster Quiz is provided by John Aldous, Quiz Master at the Green Man Pub. He can be con-
tacted at Southern Wholesale Meat, procurer of local and imported products. Email: info@swmeat.com
The Gazette’s quizmaster on July 12 mistakenly labeled Istanbul, not Ankara, as the Turkish capital.

7. What identifies the
leader in the Tour de
France?

8. Whose backing band
was The Mothers of
Invention?

9. In which country are
the ruins of Troy?

10. Which famous card
features a centurion
on its face?

11. What was the last
album the Beatles
recorded together?

12. By what name was
terrorist Ilich Ramirez
Sanchez better known?

13. What is the only
zodiac sign not named
after a creature?

14. Meryl Streep holds
the record for most
female acting Oscar
nominations; how
many?

15. Who did Tom Sawyer
fall in love with?

16. How many Christmas
Islands are there?

17. How was the Volsted
act better known in
the USA?

18. In which year did Iraq
invade Kuwait?

19. Which Rolling Stones
song did Microsoft
use to jump-start the
Windows 95 rollout?

20. Halong Bay is in
which country?
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Bernstein redeems himself

Off the

SHELF
By James Eckardt

Everything to all men

Carl Bernstein has come to be re-
garded as the lightweight of the
famed Woodward-Bernstein re-
porting team. After their two pio-

neering books about the fall of Richard
Nixon, All the President’s Men and The
Final Days, Bob Woodward went on to
write 10 more books, including an ultimately
damning trilogy about the adminis-
tration of George W
Bush. Bernstein, in
contrast, wrote only
a pair of biographies
about his father and
Pope John Paul II.

He has re-
deemed himself
with A Woman in
Charge (Alfred A
Knopf, New York,
2007, 628pp), the
definitive biography
of Hillary Clinton.
In a crowded field –
no fewer than 34
books about the
Clintons are listed in
his bibliography –
this is an epic ac-
complishment of old
fashioned shoe-
leather journalism,
where the reporter tire-
lessly interviewed hundreds of Hillary’s
childhood, high school and college friends.

New sources have come to light
such as a collection of campaign worker
interviews in the first presidential cam-
paign done by her best friend, the late

Diane Blair as well as letters from young
Hillary to her Methodist mentor and her
first two boyfriends.

The result is a full, even-handed yet
sympathetic portrait of an extremely com-
plicated character.

Best of all, the book is beautifully
written. In contrast to the pedestrian Wood-

ward, Bernstein was al-
ways the better
writer. His talents
show in this bravura
passage about Hil-
lary’s arrival in
Washington as First
Lady in January
1992:

“It is remark-
able how many of the
contradictions of the
Clinton presidency
and its two principals
were on display at
the new administra-
tion’s difficult birth-
ing: the faultless in-
tentions, the reckless
fund-raising, the seri-
ousness, the infatua-
tion with Hollywood,
the idealism, the phy-

sical exhaustion, the sensitivity to
matters of race, the boomer sensitivity, the
surprising naivete, the intense religiosity of
the new president and first lady; their
folksy grandiosity, her disregard for the ritu-
als of Washington and disdain for the press,
the rivalry between Hillary and Al Gore,
her sense of entitlement and the shading

of the truth, her protective instincts toward
her husband, her confusing relationship to
feminism, her occasional tin ear, her lack
of sophistication, her misreading of the
voters’ health care mandate…”

She had a horrible childhood, domi-
nated by a bullying monster of a father
and a doormat of a mother and two use-
less loser brothers. She took solace in ex-
celling at school and church.

Then at Yale Law School she fell in
love with Bill Clinton. As one source noted,
they had one thing in common: she was in
love with Bill Clinton and he was, too.

In Arkansas, she – along with advis-
ers Betsey Wright and Dick Morris –
picked him up twice: first after his emo-
tional disintegration after losing his sec-
ond campaign for governor and again when
he was forced to decline running in the
1988 presidential campaign for fear of
“bimbo eruptions”.

The thanks Hillary got was that Bill
fell in love that same year with Marilyn Jo

Jenkins. No bimbo, she was a rich, ac-
complished, highly educated, attractive
Arkansas society woman. Bill wanted to
marry her. Hillary stuck it out, just like she
did later with Monica Lewinsky, but the
emotional price must have been horren-
dous.

She was hardly ennobled by suffer-
ing, though. As many sources point out,
she was arrogant and self-righteous in the
White House.

She surrounded herself with female
sycophants in a warren of offices known
as Hillaryland. Her own passion of secrecy
and paranoia doomed her national health
plan.

At a Democratic caucus, she threat-
ened to “demonise” anyone who opposed
her, thus alienating potential allies such as
Senators Bill Bradley and Daniel Patrick
Moynihan.

The book does have its dull patches,
especially all the tedious legal maneuver-
ing over Whitewater and other scandals,
but the pace picks up with Hillary’s trium-
phant election to the Senate.

The book ends with her declaration
for the presidency. Bernstein is prophetic
about the flaws of her stodgy campaign:
“Increasingly, what Hillary serves up for
public consumption… is usually deliber-
ately prepared or relatively soulless. This
is a true shame.

“As Hillary has continued to speak
from the protective shell of her own mak-
ing, and packaged herself for the widest
possible consumption, she has misrepre-
sented not only just facts but often her
essential self.”

Let’s look at the difference be-
tween ���� (tháng) and ��� (thúk),
remembering that “th” is pro-
nounced as a “T” while breath-
ing out. In rough translation, ���
corresponds to “all” and ���� to “ev-
ery”. You use ���� for all of one
thing and ��� for all of many things.

As with typical Thai count-
ing, you’ll need to remember your
classifiers. You know, those spe-
cial little words that make life dif-
ficult. The pattern is the same as
for counting, but ���� and ��� go in
the slot where the number nor-
mally goes. So where you would
say ���	
�⌦���� (khaaw neung
jaan) or “one plate of rice”, now
you can say ���	������� (khaaw
tháng jaan) or “the whole plate
of rice” or ���	������ (khaaw thúk
jaan) or “every plate of rice”.

Let’s look at some real-
world examples. Say you meet a
group of friends for dinner. There
are many friends, but only one
group.

If you want to check wheth-
er everyone is present and ac-
counted for, you might ask,
����������
������ (maa khrop
thúk khon reu yang) “Has every-
one arrived yet?” ����� (thúk
khon) literally means “every per-
son”.

Or if you were a group of
picky eaters, upon your departure,
an exhausted waiter might re-

mark to the chef with relief,
���������������������	 (khao klap kan
tháng klum laew) “The whole
group has left”. �������� (tháng
klum) means the “whole group”.

An easy way to contrast the
difference is with ����	�� (tháng
wan) “all day” and ���	�� (thúk
wan) “each day”. It’s true that I
eat sticky rice just about every
day, ����	��. But if I ate it all day,
���	��, I’d need a stomach staple.

We can also throw the num-
bers back into the mix, putting the
number in between ���� or ��� and
the classifier.

��������� (tháng saam khon)
means “all three people”. As in,
if I loan three friends 1,000 baht
apiece, how many will still owe
me the money a month later? In
all likelihood, ���������.

�������� (thúk saam khon)
on the other hand is “every three
people”. This expression is prob-
ably used less often, but we can
imagine, say, a restaurant with-
out enough menus. They might

tell the waiters to give out one
menu for every three people:
����
�⌦������������� (maynuu
nueng bai tor thúk saam khon)
“one menu for every third per-
son”. I think I’ve eaten there be-
fore. Probably didn’t leave a tip.

Another phrase that comes
in useful is ����
�� (tháng mot),
or often just 
�� (mot). It’s a mul-
tipurpose word for “all” that a lot
of the time will get you out of
having to remember classifiers.

To revisit earlier examples:
The waiter could say, �������
���������
�����	 (khao klap kan
[tháng] mot laew) “they’ve all
left”. And which of your no-ac-

count friends still owes you that
1,000 baht? Why, ����
�� – all you
were foolish enough to lend to.

It’s easy to find new phras-
es for ���  ������ (thúk keun) “ev-
ery night”, ����⌫ (thúk tee) “every-
where”, ������� (thúk baan) “ev-
ery house/home”. You may have
heard the pop song released to
celebrate HM King Bhumibol
Adulyadej’s 80th birthday last
year: ��#�⌫�⌫������� (roop ti mi thúk
baan) “The picture found in ev-
ery home”, referring to the om-
nipresent photographs of HM
The King.

There are many other use-
ful ���� phrases, too: ����#⌫ (tháng pi)

“all year”, �� ����  (tháng khuu)
“both” – but ������� (tháng sorng)
also works, or ������� (tháng keun)
“all night”, which can describe
nocturnal activities like, uh, you
know, karaoke and heartfelt
chats.

Rikker Dockum writes regularly
at thai101.blogspot.com and
can be contacted at: rdockum
@gmail.com



E D I T O R I A L  &  L E T T E R S26 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E July 19 - 25, 2008

   - Since 1994 -

367/2 Yaowarat Rd, Amphur
Muang, Phuket 83000
Tel: 076-236555
Fax: 076-213971
Email: info@phuketgazette.net

The Gazette is pleased to receive mail from read-
ers. Please write to us at 367/2 Yaowarat Rd,
Amphur Muang, Phuket 83000, fax to 076-213971
or send an email to editor@phuketgazette.net with

your views for publication in our next issue.
We reserve the right to edit all letters. Pseudonyms
are acceptable only if your full name and address
are supplied.

Letters

Letters conveying views and suggestions are published here. Those seeking comment from government
officials and/or business owners are published in Issues & Answers at www.phuketgazette.net.

Editor: Parichat Utintu
Managing Editor: Chris Husted

Assistant Managing Editor: Nick Davies
News Editor: Stephen Fein

Senior Reporter: Janyaporn Morel
Editorial Team: Natcha Yuttaworawit, Sompratch Saowakhon,
Semacote Suganya, Pathomporn Kaenkrachang, Matt Crook

Managing Director: Oranee Hildebrand
General Managers: Niladaa Mastanawattanakul,

Natthira Susangrat
Production Manager: Suchart Changate

Publisher: The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd

Contact us

Advertising Sales: adsales@phuketgazette.net
Classified Advertising: classads@phuketgazette.net

Website Services: koy@phuketgazette.net
Gazette Guide inquiries: guide@phuketgazette.net

Telephone: 076-236555 (10 lines)  Fax: 076-213971

In association with The Nation Multimedia Group PCL

Copyright © 1994-2008 The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd

The views expressed in the Phuket Gazette are those of the writers and contributors
and do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher, the editor, the shareholders, or the
directors of The Phuket Gazette Co Ltd.

– The Editor

Shake your money maker

Do you have an opinion you want to share?
Email editor@phuketgazette.net

Shannon Kilkenny is bringing to Phuket some excellent, simple mea-
sures that will help event organizers save the environment (see First
Person on the facing page).

Ms Kilkenny hits the nail on the head with her prime motivator
for businesses to implement her simple suggestions – they stand to
make more money for conducting the events they already stage and
they look much better in the public eye at the same time by showing
that corporate businesses can make a difference to the environment.

However, her examples highlight where the Western world is in
comparison to Phuket, an island where the environment has been
and is still being dug up, chopped down and paved over to make
money.

Ms Kilkenny may find it easy to convince the general manag-
ers of international high-end resorts to take small-but-effective steps
to save the environment, as in this she will be preaching to the con-
verted. But what will she think as she drives from the airport to Karon,
where she will conduct her own seminar?

She will drive past housing estates built without any regard to
their tenants’ draw on the water table, private homes and resorts
high in the hills far above the legal limit of 80 meters above sea level,
billboards marring the landscape and much more besides.

What she most likely will not see are the ever-growing moun-
tains of trash behind the public incinerator at Saphan Hin, where
more than 250 tons of refuse that the incinerator does not have the
capacity to burn is added every day.

She will also not see how a Patong developer – either through
greed or sheer ignorance – did not have a temporary barrier in-
stalled to avoid a landslide while workers built a permanent retain-
ing wall, which resulted in three people being crushed to death un-
der earth.

All these issues have time and time again graced these pages
and they are likely to continue doing so for some time. Phuket has a
long history of foregoing decisions made “for the greater good”.

The perpetrators run the gamut, from corrupt officials to money-
hungry developers to simple folk who simply have not been taught
the environmental consequences of their projects.

Regardless of their motive, the key instigator for individuals to
take corrective action has long been, “What’s in it for me?” As the
failed glass-recycling project of Cherng Talay Tambon Administra-
tion Organization (OrBorTor), clearly showed last week – what we
need for action on any of these issues to be effective is monetary
reward. Of course, cash could see positive results tomorrow.

We have been to Thailand 10
times, nine to Phuket, as well as
to many more places. We first
came here 14 years ago and
have seen the place become
tainted.

We can’t understand why
the police do not clean up the taxis
and tuk-tuks that always try to
scam tourists with overpriced
services.

We are asked to pay 300
baht for a short ride. And what
about the ping pong shows and
temple tours that we are so tired
of being hassled about?

One more thing. Those tai-
lors who try to stop us all the time
and never give up should be sent
back to where they came from.
They speak to many tourists. Al-
most everyone hates the tailors
and thinks the tuk-tuks are way
overpriced.

 Thailand is a fine country
and there are many good Thai
people here, but these two things
have become very strenuous for
tourists.

 Mike
By email

Is Rolf coming?
In explaining why he was intro-
ducing more than 1,000 marine
creatures into the dangerously
polluted waters of Chalong Bay
(Clams, fish move into new digs,
Gazette online July 7), the leader
of the fisherman’s group com-
mented, “There aren’t many of
these animals left in the water
because of all the sewage re-
leased into the sea that has killed
the coral reefs and, subsequently,
the fish.”

So what chance do these

Something fishy
going on

I really like getting on an air-con-
ditioned bus in the evening be-
cause I like to look at the beauti-
ful surroundings during the jour-
ney. Four months ago, I went to
a village in Songkhla with my
friends. We went there to buy a
photograph.

After reaching Songkhla,
we could not find the photograph.
We just saw pictures and food at
stalls and markets. I felt a little
tired after having walked for such
a long time so we took a rest for
a while.

We stopped and sat on
chairs at a noodle shop. Smelling
the noodles, I felt hungry. I told
my friends to order a cup of
noodles for me. They said “OK”
and then we ate the noodles.

While we were eating, I saw
an old lady walking towards me.
She asked me if I had any money.
I looked at her face and saw that
she was tired and hungry.

I felt pity for her and gave
her my noodles. I put them in a
plastic bag. She thanked me and
walked away. This story could be
an inspiration for all children to
help the elderly. Giving help can
be done easily, but it can be diffi-
cult to make the first move.

Nanthasan Tohwae
Yala

Help the agedunfortunate marine creatures
have to survive?

Does this make sense or am
I once again sadly unable to ap-
preciate the indisputable logic be-
hind such decisions?

SW
Rawai

I was very interested to read
Soapbox Sid’s latest article de-
scribing the use of technology in
restaurants. I agree that part of
the enjoyment of eating out in
Thailand is the charm of the staff
and the smiling service.

On a recent visit to Khao
Lak, we dined at the Phu Khao
Lak restaurant, which occupies
a lovely position just on the right-
hand side as you enter this rap-
idly expanding village. We sat
down to be greeted by a staff
member wielding a palm PDA.

At first I was very curious
about this weapon as I’m a self
confessed gadgetoholic. I won-
dered what software it was run-
ning and how it synchronized with
the server. But my curiosity was
short lived. The service was,
however, excellent. But it was
tainted by the technology.

Later that visit, we dined
just up the road in Bang Niang at
The Takieng restaurant, where
we met Jane. She has the ability
to take an order for a table of at
least 6, for all the courses, with-
out the use of even a notepad.
She does this with great style and
accuracy and keeps smiling, even
with the most awkward farangs.

So Sid, the answer is defi-
nitely “no”. You are not the only
one feeling the way you do.

Mike
Oxford, UK

Hello, I’m Mike and
I’m a restau-ranter

Is is true that Rolf Harris has
bought himself a house in
Phuket? I was having lunch in
Rawai the other day when some-
one mentioned that the wobble-
board warbler has moved onto the
island. Does this mean there will
be a Phuket version of Animal
Hospital?

Jack Fish
Rawai

Sort yourselves out
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Green conferences can
help save the world

American Shannon Kilkenny from San
Francisco has made a career out of
inspiring event organizers around
 the world with advice on how to re-

duce damage to the environment and save
money when planning seminars and confer-
ences. Sometimes people find they can save
thousands of dollars.

On July 22, Mrs Kilkenny will speak dur-
ing a seminar on green event planning at
Mövenpick Resort & Spa. Here she explains
some of the topics she will cover during the
seminar.

PERSON
FIRST

How much for a
night at a hospital?

Want to know how to get something done?

Can’t understand some of the dafter things that
seem to go on in Phuket? Want to pitch an idea

to Phuket’s authorities or institutions? Then this
is the forum for you.

Submit your queries or suggestions to us and
we’ll ask the appropriate people to respond to

them.

Write to: The Phuket Gazette, 367/2 Yaowarat Rd, Muang,

Phuket 83000. Fax 076-213971, or submit your issue at

www.phuketgazette.net

ANSWERS
&Issues&

At any given moment,
there are thousands of
meetings and events
going on with millions

of guests traveling to and from
different locations throughout the
world.

The event-and-hospitality
industry is perfectly situated to
have an extraordinary impact on
the world by promoting environ-
mental awareness and by “green-
ing” up choices. Green planning
is a responsible way of doing busi-
ness that includes energy conser-
vation, minimizing consumption of
natural resources, reducing
waste, reusing resources, recy-
cling and using eco-friendly prod-
ucts.

Green meetings and events
are not mainstream, but are
evolving. Planners, venues, sup-
pliers and participants are re-
sponding by following green prac-
tices and implementing environ-
mentally friendly processes and
programs. The more planners use
green services, the more suppli-
ers and vendors will incorporate
green practices.

There are several simple
steps people can take when plan-
ning an event that will make an
immediate difference to costs and
the impact on the environment.
Here are 10 simple solutions to
bolstering the impact of an event.

1. Establish environmental
standards in writing. Share your
standards with suppliers, vendors,
speakers and participants.

2. Use new media and elec-
tronic technology to cut down
your paper needs. Create an in-
formational website, offer elec-

tronic registration and confirma-
tion, and advertise through the
Internet and email.

3. Choose a local destina-
tion to reduce distances traveled
by speakers and participants.
Choose a host city closest to as
many participants as possible and
a venue and hotel that are near
an airport and within walking dis-
tance of each other or close to
public transportatation.

4. Reduce, reuse and re-
cycle by asking the event venue
to provide visible recycling facili-
ties for paper, metal, plastic and
glass.

5. Have the food-and-bev-
erage provider serve sugar, salt,

pepper, cream and other condi-
ments in bulk dispensers.

6. Choose a hotel that of-
fers a linen-reuse program and
bulk dispensers for shampoos and
soaps in guest suites.

7. Plan meals using local,
seasonal produce and free-range
meats. Include vegetarian meals
and order only what you need.

8. Publish all printed mate-
rials on recycled paper using veg-
etable-based inks and print on
both sides of the pages.

9. Save energy by ensuring
lights, audio-visual equipment and
air conditioning will be turned off
when rooms are empty.

10. Tell participants, speak-

ers and the media about your suc-
cess. You will be surprised; green
efforts are contagious.

The hospitality industry has
a wide influence on other busi-
nesses and is perfectly positioned
to make a surprising change to
our environment. With just a few
alterations in our daily decision-
making process, we can make a
substantial difference. Our global
footprint has been large. It is up
to each us to reduce our tracks
on the planet.

During a seven-year period
in which I did a series of week-
long seminars totaling six or seven
events a year, I did everything I
could at each of those events to

reduce, reuse and recycle, such
as car pooling and printing all
materials on two sides.

This series included the
Green Building Council Interna-
tional conference at which
US$25,000 was saved by using
water stations instead of water
bottles.

The conference center in
Las Vegas brought in a recycling
company to handle all of the card-
board and packaging and con-
ducted on-site separation of
recyclables after the conference.
They recycled about 68% of the
materials and saved more than
US$28,000 in trash-removal fees
for a single convention.

 For local businesses who
want to be greener, I suggest cre-
ating a “green team” to begin
implementing ideas that work best
at a particular establishment.

Ideas can be as simple as
buying recycled paper for print-
ing in the office or updating cool-
ing systems. It all depends on the
specific goals of an organization.
What is important is that projects
like this are started and continu-
ally improved.

There are many case stud-
ies from the US about the eco-
logical and economical savings
made by green event planning, but
that kind of information isn’t
readily available for green events
in Southeast Asia.

For more information try the
Lifestyles of Health and Sus-
tainability website at www.lohas.
com or the Green Festival’s
website at www.greenfestivals.
org

Compiled by Nick Davies

My Thai wife just stayed at Bangkok Hospital Phuket for one night
due to having a severe migraine.

When she first arrived at the hospital she was told that the
charge for the room would be 2,900 baht, but when it came to time
for her to check out, the room rate was suddenly increased to 6,000
baht because my wife was paying for it with her international medi-
cal insurance.

Is this the way that Bangkok Hospital Phuket treats its interna-
tional customers?

Neil David Williams
By email

Dr Narong Budhraja, Deputy Director of Bangkok Hospital
Phuket, replies:

The room price of 2,900 baht is the discounted price for cash
payments. If the hospital is being paid in cash, there is an automatic
discount.

In cases when a third party is paying for the hospital bill, the
rates will be according to those agreed upon by the hospital and the
third party.

In this case, it was an insurance company. I would be most
willing to answer any other issues of concern to you.

You can email me at narongb@bgh.co.th

I’m looking to have a wedding
ceremony in Karon or at a beach
in Phuket and I’ve heard that the
mayor can preside over the cer-
emony. I searched on Google, but
all I found were old Gazette ar-
ticles. Do you know how I can
contact the mayor?

Kristin
Sweden

Tawee Thongchaem, Karon
Mayor, replies:

You can contact Karon
Municipality directly regarding
your wedding ceremony. We per-

How can
we invite

the mayor
to our

wedding?

mit couples to hold their ceremo-
nies on our beach and I would be
honored to preside over your wed-
ding ceremony.

Contact Karon Municipality
at Tel: 076-330186,  Email:
info@karonmunicipality.org

Alternatively, call me direct
at 081-9784471, though please

note that I am more proficient in
Thai than English.

The Gazette notes:
You can contact any wed-

ding organizer in Phuket and they
can manage all proceedings for
you. See previous Issues & An-
swers about weddings.
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Beware the silver flash

In The Stars by Isla Star

MAKING TRACKS
By Top Dog

CANCER (June 22-July 23): A
fairly non-eventful week lies
ahead, but romance is sparked
when you learn of Aries’ interest.
The birthday blues could affect
some of you this week, but good
friends can be relied on to bring
some sunshine into your life. The
year ahead should bring more free-
dom to enjoy the activities you
love, particularly sport. The num-
ber 7 can bring luck on Thursday.

LEO (July 24-August 22): You
learn of a way to work less and
earn more this week, but it will
involve more responsibility than
you anticipate. You should inves-
tigate the facts thoroughly before
making any sudden moves. Leos
in a committed relationship are
advised to listen carefully to their
partner’s point of view. If you’re
single, friends are determined to
promote a match with Capricorn.
Sunday is a good day to meet the
person in question.

VIRGO (August 23-September
23): Some of you will be un-
happy to be reminded of a debt
this week. You should view this
as a wake-up call to rethink
your casual attitude towards fi-
nances. A practical Scorpio
friend can be relied on to give
sensible advice. A dream you
have this weekend provides in-
spiration for a new creative out-
let. Tuesday is best for investi-
gating ways of boosting your
bank balance. Wear sky blue to
encourage fresh energy.

LIBRA (September 24-October
23): The windmills of your mind
are likely to be turning too quickly
until the end of the month.
Friends and colleagues will find
it difficult to keep up with all this
mental activity and you are ad-
vised to spend quiet time alone
this weekend. Some of your
ideas could become productive
later, so it’s well worth noting all

of them down for future refer-
ence. Wear silver gray to en-
courage calm.

SCORPIO (October 24-Novem-
ber 22): If you’re unsatisfied with
events in the workplace, you will
be helped by the astral atmo-
sphere this week. Leo’s under-
hand activities are about to come
to light and this should pave the
way clear for you to achieve
more. Love affairs are also
boosted by the stars’ support;
meeting a mysterious stranger
this weekend puts a spring in your
step.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23-
December 21): You will be re-
minded that money can’t buy
love. Your recent attempts to im-
press someone are being taken
for granted, but you receive a
clear warning sign this weekend.
Try taking a break from roman-
tic matters and concentrating on

ongoing business affairs. Gemini
would like to collaborate and has
a feasible formula for success.
The number 8 can bring some
good fortune on Thursday.

CAPRICORN (December 22-
January 20): A welcome change
of pace is forecast during the last
week of July. This is the right mo-
ment to focus on relaxation as
August promises to be a busy
month. Even if you can’t get away
for a break, there will be oppor-
tunities to relax close to home. If
you’re single, you could enjoy a
liaison with another earth sign, al-
though this will probably be a tem-
porary affair.

AQUARIUS (January 21-Febru-
ary 19): Putting all your eggs in
one basket could lead to losses.
You are advised to keep options
open for the time being; you will
know by the end of this month
where the most lucrative possi-
bility lies. Playing the romantic
field could lead to stony ground
when someone displays jeal-
ousy. Those already in a com-
mitted relationship benefit when
their partner takes up a new
hobby.

PISCES (February 20-March
20): You are advised to keep
your goals realistic. It appears
that you have been wasting
time by dreaming of something
that will remain out of reach.
Financial progress is indicated,
but will mean paying a personal
price. This could mean reloca-
tion before the end of the year.
Monday is the best day for con-
tacting a friend you fell out

with recently. Wear the color
violet to encourage sharper vi-
sion.

ARIES (March 21-April 20):
Business affairs are subject to
delays over which you have no
control, but some good news is
forecast to arrive in the middle
of next week. Those of you who
aren’t sure whether to proceed
with a new romantic connection
will learn something to your ad-
vantage this weekend. Your cre-
ative talents take a surprising di-
rection when a friend’s sugges-
tion suddenly makes sense. The
number 2 can be lucky on Thurs-
day.

TAURUS (April 21-May 21):
Positive recognition of your cre-
ative endeavors is waiting around
the corner, but your lack of self-
confidence is holding you back.
A long-time project needs to be
finalized and you should be able
to achieve this within the next
few weeks. Sagittarius can be of
great help in this matter. If you’re
single, a lively Leo has taken an
interest and needs a little encour-
agement.

GEMINI (May 22-June 21): Your
energy level reaches boiling point
this week and much can be ac-
complished. Even if you haven’t
been considering relocation, an
amazing offer could be too good
to ignore. Those of you who en-
joy living in the fast lane could
soon be opting for a more sedate
lifestyle. This will come as good
news to those close to you. The
scent of vanilla encourages cre-
ative thoughts.

Next time you’re out on the road
and you see a silver flash of light
a few hundred meters ahead,
slow down. What you are see-

ing is one of 2,500 reflective dog collars
that will soon be distributed by the Soi Dog
Foundation (SDF) to dog owners who live
next to Phuket’s main roads.

In an attempt to protect drivers from
colliding with dogs that are allowed to run
loose by their owners – a norm in Phuket
– SDF asked 3M Thailand to join a pilot
project that incorporates road safety and
animal welfare. They were all for it.

There are many accidents each year
involving dogs. The most damage a car
is likely to suffer are a few superficial
marks to the fender, unless you brake
suddenly, which could then result in a nasty
shunt from behind. For motorcyclists, a
collision with a dog inevitably leads to
rider and machine parting company and,
at best, some nasty cuts and grazes for
the rider.

A volunteer at SDF came up with
the canine equivalent of a reflective jacket

– the type you sometimes see cyclists
wearing. The concept is the same: make
sure people can see the dog well in ad-
vance so that cars and bikes have time to
slow down and avoid an accident – and
thus the reflective collar was born.

Pavinee Suthivudnarubess and her
management team at 3M Thailand donated
2,500 meters of reflective webbing and

SDF set to work, cutting, gluing and
threading buckles to make the reflective
collars – a long and hard effort, but well
worth it.

Excited about the project, Khun
Pavinee and her team are keen to see re-
sults. If the project is a success, reflective
collars may soon be seen all over Thai-
land.

Initially, SDF will fit collars to dogs
brought in for sterilization at its mobile clin-
ics in Khao Lak and on Koh Lanta, where
the SDF is working towards sterilizing all
the dogs on the island. The SDF will dis-
tribute the fully adjustable collars free –
though small donations are welcome –
over the next few weeks in Phuket.

SDF staff will also advise people
about the benefits of neutering dogs and
cats to prevent the population of strays
growing. Stray dogs put through the SDF’s
spay-neuter program will receive a collar
before being released where they were
picked up.

This will help SDF and local authori-
ties identify stray dogs that have been neu-
tered.

For more information on how SDF
is trying to improve the lives of dogs, cats
and people, visit the website at www.
soidog-foundation.org

On September 13 SDF will hold its
annual fundraiser at the Evason Phuket &
Six Senses Spa. It promises to be a great
party and is being sponsored by Evason
and the Phuket Gazette. For tickets or in-
formation about having your pet neutered,
contact Cristy at SDF. Tel: 085-4734646.
Email cristy@soidog-foundation.org

Readers with any questions or feedback
can contact Top Dog by email to
topdog@phuketgazette.net

An SDF dog models the new reflective collar being given away by the charity.
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Internet times they are a-changin’

Part II: Wired
Last week I talked about

CAT’s new EV-DO Air
Card technology embod-
ied in the Comtech

CCU-680. The Rev A wireless
connection runs marginally faster
than the older Sierra 580 and
CCU-650 devices. You probably
wouldn’t notice much difference,
except with Skype and highly in-
teractive games.

EV-DO technology is a few
years away from being obsolete,
but the likely successor in terms
of wireless technology in Phuket
– called HSPA or HSPDA – is
floundering for lack of coherent
governmental approval.

There’s a lot of money at
stake in the brave new world of
wireless broadband and power-
ful people stand to make or lose
a bundle.

With the current govern-
ment under fire, the folks with the
big baht don’t even have an arena
in which to spar. So you and I
must wait and see if the govern-
ment is able to make any deci-
sions at all about wireless.

Fortunately, when it comes
to wired Internet connections,
the regulatory restrictions aren’t
as onerous – the big companies
that stand to make (or lose) a
fortune have to deal with regu-
lators, but much of what they
need in order to roll out the fast
Internet has already passed leg-
islative muster.

The big news this week?
CAT’s HiNet is losing its luster.
For the past two years, CAT has
offered the fastest connections
available in Phuket for anything
less than usurious prices.

At 2,600 baht per month for
a nominal 2MB-per-second line,
CAT HiNet is expensive by in-
ternational standards. But if you
need the speed (and many pro-
fessionals in Phuket do), there
was only one
game in town.

Boy, times
have changed.
You can see the
effect in the graph on this page.
In the past few months, CAT
HiNet’s speeds haven’t changed
much and nor have the CAT EV-
DO wireless speeds.

But both TT&T and TOT
have grabbed the CAT’s whis-
kers, stomped on its tail and
whizzed right out the door – at a
substantially lower price.

The fine print: this graph
reflects customer-reported inter-
national download speeds, tested
by ordinary people like you and
me, using a single speed test, an-
chored to one location in San
Francisco.

If you would like to see the
raw data – or compare your
Internet speeds with those that
other people are experiencing –

drop by www.live-access.com/
PhuketInternet.aspx

It’s a community database.
If you’re inquisitive, you can
download all of the data points
and slice and dice the data to your
heart’s content. Thanks to Henry
Habermacher, Microsoft MVP
and all-around good guy, and X-
NET Computer Peripherals Sup-
ply in Phuket for putting together
the site and keeping it going.

The graph tells the tail, er,
tale. CAT’s HiNet is struggling to
stay on top. More to the point,
CAT’s competitors are delivering

speeds as good
as CAT’s and
c o n s i d e r a b l y
cheaper.

The TT&T
Maxnet package that’s at the top
of the chart runs for 999 baht per
month. The TOT SilverCyber
line, which in many locations is
faster than the more-expensive
TOT GoldCyber, runs for 500
baht per month – less than one-
fifth the price of a CAT HiNet
line.

It’s no longer clear that
CAT offers the biggest bang for
your baht.

A graph such as this is
riddled with caveats, so be aware

that your mileage will vary. If you
dig into the data (which is easy
to do – just hit the website), you’ll
find that speeds are dependent on
location.

For example, one TT&T
Maxnet customer in Kata reports
speeds of 3500kbps – positively
breathtaking – on a 2000kbps
line. Yet another TT&T Maxnet
user in Patong is bogged down to
195kbps.

Speeds tend to fluctuate by
time of day, with slower speeds
in the afternoons and early eve-
nings, but several TT&T Maxnet
customers see their speeds go up
as the day goes on.

What happened?
Nobody knows for sure.

Yes, the end of high season made
a difference. Yes, the increased
availability of ADSL switches
made a difference (most people
can get an ADSL line in days or
weeks, not months or years).

There are two other factors
at play that, in my opinion, prob-
ably account for the lion’s share
of the performance boost.

First, it appears as if inter-
national access from Phuket is no
longer being routed through a
single chokepoint in Bangkrak,
outside of Bangkok. Running a

trace route gives interesting re-
sults (see my February 29 article
at tinyurl.com/68bhtb). In some
cases, international access is go-
ing through Malaysia, although
most access still goes through the
CAT tower in Bangrak.

Second, it appears as if
TT&T, TOT and possibly CAT
have been paying for more band-

Woody will be speaking at the International Business
Association of Phuket (IBAP) meeting on August 8

at the Yorkshire Inn on Soi Sansabai in Patong. He’ll be
talking about the current status of Internet connections in
Phuket, and the technology that’s coming down the pike.
Then he’ll field any questions you may have about com-
puters. For details see www.ibap-phuket.org

PC Group Therapy Join Woody and other Windows
victims at his Sunday morning PC Group Therapy ses-
sions, co-sponsored by the Phuket Gazette. On July 27,
the PC group convenes at the Sandwich Shoppe in
Chalong, 1km north of Chalong Circle next to Wine Con-
nection.

The August 3 meeting will be at the Sandwich
Shoppe in Patong, near Andaman Beach Suites.

On August 10, the assembled masses descend on
Sandwich Shoppe Laguna, located just before the main
entrance to the Laguna complex. Sessions are designed
to help everybody – even (especially) complete computer
novices – and they’re absolutely free. Driving instructions
at www.KhunWoody.com.

Long-time favorite, CAT HiNet, is being overtaken by higher speeds at lower rates from TT&T and TOT.

width. I know the skeptics in the
audience will guffaw, but it’s likely
that the telecom companies are
taking the Software Industry Pro-
motion Agency’s memorandum
of understanding (MOU) seri-
ously.

You may recall that CAT, TOT
and SIPA signed an MOU a

couple of months ago “to accel-
erate their telecommunication in-
frastructure development plan
and to work together to material-
ize” the Phuket ICT Innovation
Paradise Project.

Whether the MOU pro-
vided any impetus or not, it’s cer-
tain that our improved ADSL
speeds will help portray Phuket
as less of a bandwidth backwa-
ter and more of a contender in
the Megabit Wars.

The future looks even bet-
ter. TOT has its fiber-optic plans
underway, although I haven’t
heard of any construction going
on. On January 22, it signed a con-
tract with Fujikura to build a
200km-long fiber-optic network
in Phuket, connecting 3,200 cus-
tomers with fast Internet access.

The specific fiber technol-
ogy chosen is designed to carry
video, VoIP telephone and Inter-
net traffic simultaneously.

The Achilles heel, of course,
is the problem of ensuring that
speeds off the island keep up with
the enormous increase in band-
width on the island.

When the fiber-optic system
is working, if we can’t have fiber
optic speeds to the rest of the
world, we’ll just be talking to our-
selves – quickly.

COMPUTER
KHUN WOODY’S
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A real shark’s tale

Leopard sharks such as this one are a common sight around Phuket,
but rather than eating divers for breakfast, they’re more likely to be
seen scurrying off in search of small fish. Photo by Lolo.

Serving the right stuff

SURFACE
Beneath the

By Ben
Reymenants

court
On
the

By Darran Ferre

John McEnroe was one of the
great tennis players of his era,
but how would he fare in a battle
of wooden racquets against the
likes of Roger Federer?

Aren’t you afraid of
sharks when you go
diving? This is prob-
ably the most common

question from non-divers when
they find out you like to spend  a
lot of your time with creatures
with gills.

Unless you’re on a suicidal
underwater mission in South Af-
rica, Australia or Florida, sharks
should, for the most part, be re-
spected but not feared in the way
Hollywood portrays.

Sharks are actually quite
shy animals. A clownfish is more
curious and definitely more ag-
gressive than the average shark.
I know what you’re thinking,
though. You’d be more likely to
survive a clownfish attacking
your mask than a shark. Seriously,
of the 350 different species of
shark, only a handful thrive in the
areas divers and swimmers play
around in. The other sharks are
far away in the open ocean or
dwelling at the bottom of some
deep dark abyss.

Any underwater photogra-
pher will testify that sharks are
an annoying species; they usually
swim away just when they are at

the right distance to take the per-
fect shot. That’s why most ama-
teur underwater photographs
snap only sharks’ tails.

So where does this tall tale

of ravenous creatures come
from? Steven Spielberg’s Jaws
movies didn’t help. After each
film came out, mass hysteria
spread and thousands of

“maneaters” were slaughtered
during fishing tournaments. The
fear of sharks most likely comes
from the way sharks attack.

In 2007, according to the
International Shark Attack File,
there were 71 shark attacks
around the world, whereas there
were many times more attacks
by other sea crit-
ters, such as poi-
sonous fish, octopi
and jellyfish. I
won’t bore you
with the number of
traffic fatalities in
Phuket.

Most sharks
do not – or simply
cannot – attack hu-
mans. We’re not part of their
diet, they just don’t like us. If
they attack, it is by mistake or
as a warning; they can be a bit
territorial.

Sharks to look out for (in
order of aggressiveness) are great

whites, tiger sharks and bull
sharks. None of the above have
been sighted at any of Phuket’s
diving spots. On top of that, sharks
are scared of the ultrasonic noise
underwater breathing apparatus
makes. Air flows through the
metal parts at sonic velocity, cre-
ating a high-pitched sound that
sharks hate.

So, what sharks can we see
around Thailand? Most common
are leopard sharks. They usually
sleep on sandy patches and will
slowly swim away if too many

divers are patting
them. Their
mouths contain a
field of very small
teeth that merely
serve to grind up
small fish and in-
vertebrates rather
than rip flesh
apart.

Blacktip or
whitetip reef sharks can some-
times be seen in the deeper ar-
eas off the islands. They will stay
well out of your way and rarely
grow larger than humans.

The biggest of all, the
whaleshark, has turned some is-
lands into sightseeing spots, since
these gentle creatures swim
there, close to the surface, scoop-
ing up tons of microscopic plank-
ton with their up-to-14-meter-long
bodies covered with blue dots.
Again, they have no teeth for
chomping up humans.

So why do people want to
kill sharks? Jealousy? After all, a
shark has quite a body, an ultra-
sonic navigation and tracking sys-
tem, is capable of swimming at
impressive speeds and has two
penises – well, they’re called
“claspers”.

Sharks can smell and hear
pray from miles away. They don’t
have to brush their teeth; they fall
out on a regular basis and a crisp
new row is pushed forward.

Unfortunately, sharks are ill-
equipped to deal with fishing nets,
trawlers and mankind’s habit of
eating shark-fin soup. The big-
gest enemies of sharks are hu-
mans.

Shark meat is not the tasti-
est meal found in the sea. It con-
tains a high level of ammonia and
also stores an unhealthy amount
of heavy metal dumped in the sea
by humans.

Therefore, most shark meat
is worked into fish food, cosmet-
ics, cat food and so on. Sharks
are often thrown back into the
sea, alive, after their fins are cut
off.

Too bad, since sharks play
an important role in the planet’s
eco-system. As with most preda-
tors in nature, they keep fish
stocks healthy by taking out the
sick, weak and old fish.

Sharks are also good at
cleaning up ocean debris such as
cadavers and plastic bags with no
adverse effects.

If you see a shark, think
yourself lucky, stay at a distance
and respect the shark’s privacy
and territory – but don’t try to pat
the shark.

Ben Reymenants can be con-
tacted by email to: ben.
reymenants@tdisdi.com

Tennis has changed dra-
matically over the past
30 years, with the major
changes being advances

in the technology of rackets and
strings. Players’ attitudes to-
wards conditioning and training
have also changed, with Ivan
Lendl and Martina Navratilova
leading the way in the mid-1980s.

If we classify the qualities
needed to play high-level tennis
as mental strength, physical abil-
ity and natural talent, somewhere
along the way from Lendl to
Nadal, the balance
between these quali-
ties shifted, which in
turn caused the game
to become what we
know today.

During the
wooden-racket era,
the primary require-
ment was natural talent (how well
a player struck the ball and could
make shots) followed by mental
strength (how well a player could
execute shots under pressure)
and physical ability (how a
player’s body performed over a

period of time, especially with re-
gards to footwork, flexibility,
strength and stamina).

Today, the focus of impor-
tance has switched to physical
ability, followed by mental
strength and then natural talent.

New technology in tennis
rackets has made the game much
easier to pick up, which is great
from a teaching standpoint be-
cause the game is now more en-
joyable for players who might
have struggled before. People
who played with a wooden

racket, however,
were suddenly
given the ability to
smack a ball so
hard that it took
some of the art-
istry away from
the game.

To create a
champion, you need a physically
stronger player with slightly less
natural talent rather than a natu-
rally talented player who is physi-
cally weaker. It’s sad, but true.

If you can strike a perfect
balance between all three – hello

Roger Federer – then something
special happens. Federer has
many positive attributes, but his
ability to stay healthy during an
increasingly packed schedule has
been the reason for his dominance
over the past five years.

There are many youngsters
around the world with good tech-
nique, but it is the mental strength
and physical qualities that will
define how far they can progress.

If your body will not allow
you to train and perform at a high
level without becoming injured,
then it is irrelevant how strong
you are mentally and how gifted
you are with a racket.

It would be interesting to see

the current crop of elite tennis
stars competing with heroes of
the past (in their prime) in a tour-
nament with uniform wooden
rackets and strings.

If you take a cross-section
of players from about 30 years
ago against today’s players, the
players from the earlier era would
excel in talent exercises and the
current crop would excel in the
physical side. There would be a
few exceptions, with Bjorn Borg
being one of the greatest natural
athletes ever and Federer and
Pete Sampras being exceptionally
gifted.

The good news is that we
are close to the limit of racket-
technology evolution and the pow-
ers that be are trying to slow the
game down to bring talent back
into tennis. Some believe it’s too
little too late, with the latest range
of baseline ball machines coming
off the production line with laser-
like groundstroke’s and a game
plan that is simple: hit it hard, then
hit it harder.

Darran Ferre is a 17-year, full-
time tennis pro based at the In-
digo Pearl resort. He has
worked around the world with
players of all ages and abilities.
He can be contacted at email:
darranferre@hotmail.com
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Nippy Mamba fends off
Sharks to top Fireflies
By Chris Husted

CHALONG: Henry Kaye’s Mamba,
racing under the name Sea Horse Inte-
riors, sailed well to beat racing stalwarts
Mark Pescott on Twin Sharks and
Roger Kingdon’s Moto Inzi to win the
Firefly 850 One Design class in the in-
augural SEA Property Multihull Cham-
pionship on July 12 and 13.

In the Ocean Multihull class, Neil
Ayre’s Shanghai Baby won top hon-
ors, outclassing local racer Bob Brindley
on X Cat Riot.

Richard Simpson’s crew on
Dingo, in Phuket expressly for the
Multihull Championship and Phuket
Raceweek regattas, sailed well to claim
third place in the class.

Crews were off to an easy start
on the opening day, with catamarans and
trimarans crossing the start line in light
winds.

Although the regatta entailed only
two days of racing, it attracted a large
number of local multihulls, including
many of the Phuket designed and built
Firefly 850s.

Among the Fireflys was Chris
Jongerious’ The Frog, joining a fleet of
boats that have all won prizes at previ-
ous international regattas.

Crews unwound at Ratri
Jazztaurant in Karon on July 12 before
Day 2 of racing.

The event concluded with a prize-
giving ceremony and party at Jimmy’s
Lighthouse on the Chalong beachfront.

The Multihull Championship came
just nine days before this year’s Six
Senses Phuket Raceweek, to be held

on and around Chalong Bay from July
23 to 27.

This year’s Phuket Raceweek is
set to draw a record fleet, with nearly
all the entrants in the Multihull Champi-
onship expected to take part.

PHUKET: Phuket Vice-Governor Smith
Palawatvichai (left) joins Director of Laem Panwa
School Chob Boonlueat (orange shirt) at the
opening ceremony of the Care and Share Futsal
Cup Project held at Saphan Hin Gym on June
28.

The event was organized by Bangkok
Hospital Phuket. Money raised will go towards
supporting sports activities at Laem Panwa
School and Baan Bangku School.

Nine teams took part in the five-a-side
tournament, with the side from Thepkasattri
Municipality beating the Phuket Reporters’ Club
5-2 in the final, and Bangkok Hospital Phuket
defeating Sakoo Tambon Administration
Organization (OrBorTor) 2-1 to take third place.

Futsal fanatics

CLEAN PAIR OF HULLS: The view that Mamba’s rivals had of the winning boat.
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Construction by Janyaporn Morel

CHALONG: Construction of the
Chalong Center 2551 project on
three rai of land on Patak Rd is
now about 20% completed, with
the remainder of the work ex-
pected to be finished by the end
of the year.

Local developer Samran
Jindapon, managing director of
Chalong Center 2551 Co Ltd,
told the Gazette the project
has been under development
s ince February and is  his
company’s first project since
completing Chalong Center
Point last year.

Construction of this latest
project is divided into two phas-
es. The first is being built on
two rai of land facing the main
road.

This phase comprises seven
commercial units in a four-story
building. Each unit measures 4.7
by 15 meters, with prices start-
ing from 7.8 million baht.

There are also seven
4.4mx14m commercial units,
priced from 4.8 million baht, in a
three-story building and 12
6mx12m home-office units, start-
ing at 2.8 million baht, in a two-
story building.

The second phase will com-
prise serviced apartments, built
next to Phase I, that will support
tourism in Kata-Karon and Pa-
tong.

“The project has had good
feedback from customers who
want to run a business near the
Chalong roundabout. Units went
on sale two months ago and the

only units still available are five
commercial units in the three-
story building,” he said.

“Chalong has been growing
very fast. People buying into our
project are confident about the
location,” he added.

Businesses that will be run
out of Chalong Center 2551 are
expected to include restaurants,
convenience stores, bank of-
fices, travel agents and guest-
houses.

Construction of the project
is being carried out by an in-house
team.

“This project is worth about
200 million baht. We will provide
parking for business owners and

Night market, commercial
center going up in Chalong

their clients. Also, the road will
be 12m wide,” he said.

K. Samran is also respon-
sible for four rai of land opposite
Chalong Center 2551 that has
been cleared and paved with con-
crete to accommodate 298 per-
manent market stalls for a night
market, with roofing currently
under construction.

A downsized version of the
market has been opening on the
site on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays since June 20, with
about 30 stalls selling clothes, gifts
and food from 4 pm until 8 pm,
said K. Samran.

The night market and ad-
joining toilet facilities will be fin-

ished by the end of the month, he
added.

The front area of the mar-
ket will house about 20 vendors,
he said.

“We provide the vendors
with everything, including trash
collection, water, electricity and
parking spaces – all free of
charge,” he added.

“We want the market to
become well known before we
start asking the vendors to pay a
daily fee. We let the vendors sell
for free at the moment because
the market has only just opened.
The fee will be decided later on,
but it will be fair for everyone,”
he said.

This site in Chalong will soon
be home to Phuket’s newest
night market, all housed under
a purpose-built roof.
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Cool and spacious Oasis
Home of the Week Patong

Set in a traditional Thai vil-
lage in Koh Kaew, about
two kilometers from the
British International

School, this three-bedroom,
single-story property blends con-
temporary architecture with
tropical living.

The Oasis, part of a six-unit
development, has been land-
scaped to provide privacy. The
279-square-meter property is built
on a 935sqm plot and features
three bathrooms, an office, a
double-bay garage with auto-
matic door and a detached maid’s
room with laundry that is also
suitable as a studio or office.

The master bedroom con-
nects to a walk-in dressing area
and each bedroom opens onto its
own private garden.

Designed to make the most
of Phuket’s weather, the open-
plan living, dining and kitchen area
overlooks a 14m x 5m pool with
Jacuzzi and is equally suited to
casual family living or late-night
entertaining. Ceilings 3.2m high
allow air to circulate throughout
the property, while oversized slid-
ing glass doors and polished con-
crete floors add to the impression
of spaciousness.

For added comfort, air con-
ditioning has been fitted through-
out the house.

The development is near
Royal Phuket Marina and Boat
Lagoon, both home to a range of

shops, restaurants and local busi-
nesses, while Loch Palm Golf
Club and Blue Canyon Country
Club are minutes away. The air-
port is about a 20-minute drive
away.

This property is on the mar-
ket freehold with Chanote title,

For more information contact The Oasis Phuket at Tel: 085-7969324
or Email: oasisphuket@yahoo.com or visit the website at
www.theoasisphuket.com

with or without furnishings, from
15.9 million baht.

The airy three-bedroom property comes with a swimming pool and spacious garden.
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Decor by Natcha Yuttaworawit

Treasure Trove – French style

Above: A stone pot and old shears can look really attractive when
displayed in the right way. Right: Brass and leather give a glow to old
telescopes and opera glasses that cannot be found in their modern plastic
counterparts.

If you were driving around the
French countryside and saw
a homemade sign with the
word “Brocante” hastily

painted on it you would be well
advised to follow that sign to see
what treasures you could find.

Brocante is a the French
equivalent of a bric-a-brac sale
or yard sale, but in France the
items for sale are bound to have
a touch of class, some of them
likely to be of value.

Phuket has a brocante. It’s
a traditional Thai-style home
transformed into an antique de-
cor shop called Treasure Trove
on Srisoonthorn Rd in Thalang.
The French connection is the
shop’s proprietor, Supharp
“Daeng” de Borde, who was in-
spired by her love of all things
antique and the thrill of finding
tucked-away treasures.

Married with children to
French native Thierry de Borde,
Khun Daeng has adapted the
French tradition of picking
through attic clearing sales that
she enjoyed doing when they
lived in France. Her passion for
all things old has taken her to re-
mote villages throughout the coun-
try in search of items that she has
restored and gradually added to
her extensive collection in Phuket,
where she and Thierry have been
based for more than a decade.

The cluttered hodge podge
of Asian objects d’art and tradi-
tional tools from yesteryear is
deliberately faithful to the theme
of a brocante, encouraging cus-
tomers to rummage about until
they discover something that feels
as if it were waiting for them to
come along. Surrounded by K.
Daeng’s collection of Asian arti-
facts, shoppers also find Treasure
Trove a charming place to relax

with a freshly brewed coffee.
“I love to fix old wooden

furniture and ornaments as a way
of keeping the past alive. Some-
times I find things that are bro-
ken and no longer considered use-
ful or attractive by their owner,
but once they’ve been restored,
they not only have the value of
being complete, but their senti-
mental value is priceless,” said
K. Daeng.

Many of the items in the
shop can be traced back several
generations, she said, pointing out

an old wardrobe and a small
decorative box for keeping wax.

“I have been collecting
items for the shop for more than
10 years and some were passed
on to me after being handed
down through my family from
generation to generation. These
things help us understand how life
was for them,” she added.

“Sometimes, you have to go
only as far as your own kitchen
to find things from 50 years ago,
such as the coconut grater that
grandma used. We often have

these kinds of things lying around
the home but we become so ac-
customed to them that we often
don’t realize their true value as
artifacts,” she explained.

Elaborating on the coconut
grater, K. Daeng said that they
were made differently depend-
ing on the region. Coconut grat-
ers from Southern Thailand are
simple benches, sometimes with

a “horse’s tail” added on one
end, whereas those from North-
ern or Northeast Thailand were
made to look more like a small
animal.

As many of the items are
genuine antiques, some of them
are more expensive than some
shoppers anticipate. However, K.
Daeng explained that friends of-
ten come to her shop or ask her
to find something suitable as a
special gift.

Of the all the items in the
collection, K. Daeng said, “I like
the wooden cabinets and green
ceramics. I started collecting jars
when we moved to Phuket. They
have charming shapes and col-
ors,”

K. Daeng says that the
beauty of the antiques in her shop
is that they can be easily adapted
to fit in a modern home.

“A betel-nut box set, for
example, can be used in the bath-
room to keep spa paraphernalia

or in the kitchen as storage
jars for herbs and season-
ings. Brass and earthen-
ware pots and bowls can
be filled with water and
decorated with floating
flowers.” K. Daeng also
recommends the tradi-
tional method of cleaning
brassware with a mix-
ture of tamarind juice
and water.

For more advice on looking af-
ter classic keepsakes and to ex-
perience the thrill of the hunt,
pop into Treasure Trove on
Srisoonthorn Rd in Cherng Ta-
lay, about four kilometers from
Heroine’s Monument. The store
is open daily from 9 am to 5 pm,
except Mondays. For more in-
formation call 089-8668070.
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Gardening by Bloomin’ Bert

Need garden advice?
Email Bloomin’ Bert at:
bert@bloominbert.com

Ad- Phuket Awning

5x3

K. Anna

Pests are a pain. They ap-
pear in a number of
forms. I never thought
I’d include children and

cockroaches in the same sen-
tence, but bear with me. I’m not
trying to liken kids to disgusting
insects; it’s just that they’re both
annoying.

I don’t mind insects. I’m
quite happy to allow spiders of all
sizes to roam the house freely.
Cockroaches, however, have to
go. Out with the bug spray, to
which the cockroach reacts by
going berserk – I probably would,
too, under similar circumstances
– and then unceremoniously flip-
ping itself onto its back. I never
did understand that rather dra-
matic last bit.

And what are those incred-
ibly irritating tiny black flying bugs
that insist on hovering around the
mouth and face. It’s almost as if
they’re doing it deliberately. My
reaction is predictable. I’m now
at a kill rate of about one in three
for the clap-in-front-of-the-face
technique.

Back to kids. Pests. In my
youth, we had big leather reins
strapped to our backs; we could
not divert anywhere without our
mothers’ approval. This was per-
fect for mum as we could walk
only where she wanted us to go.
This would be illegal today, of
course. Such a sensible control
measure would have the parent
hauled up in front of the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights.

Whose idea was it to start
spouting this nonsense about chil-
dren being able to express them-
selves? Hogwash. Kids should
know their place. I’m not quite
of the opinion that they should be
seen and not heard (though that
system would certainly work for
me), but they should know when
to stop talking.

Why are they allowed to
make so much noise? Stick them
in a field or playground and they
can scream and shout all they
want – no problem. Leave them
there, please. Wandering around
the local supermarket – a chore
I despise – isn’t made any easier

with dozens of riotous kids using
Bert as a slalom pole, or worse.

Kids and certain bugs aren’t
the only pests around, though.
There are the Nigerian gentlemen
who email me on a regular basis
convinced that I’ll believe that
they want to give me 30% of the
hidden fortune of their late uncle
who died mysteriously in a plane
crash.

We have more than our fair
share of pests on the island, too.
Patong is near the top of the list.
I never realized that all the tai-
lors there are my personal pals,
shaking my hand and insisting on
reacquainting themselves as I in-
nocently amble down the street.

Tuk-tuk drivers are up
there. Do they really think that
screaming “Tuk-tuk?” at me as I
go about my daily business will
entice me to say to myself, “What
a jolly good idea. I think I’ll stop
what I was doing and take a tuk-
tuk ride somewhere”?

Well, it had to come – pests
of the plant world. Elsewhere in
the world, the coccinea grandis
is considered one of the most in-
vasive, insidious plants around.

Picking apart Phuket’s pests

Nobody here seems to be too
worried about it, even though it is
taking over the island.

While doing some research
on this plant, I received an email
from a professor at the College
of Micronesia. I was too idle to
go out and take a photograph for
myself, so I asked him if he had
something I could use. He re-
sponded by saying that they had
completely eradicated the plant
from Micronesia. They loved it
that much.

The coccinea grandis, a
member of the pumpkin family,
also known as the ivy gourd or
tam leung in Thai, is a strange
plant. It really does take over
completely. Some vines do the job
with a degree of subtlety; not the
coccinea grandis.

You probably already have
these in your garden. If you’ve
ever noticed what look like
squashed tomatoes dotted under
some of the trees in your garden,
the coccinea grandis is likely to
be the culprit. These strange
fruits appear regularly around the
washing machine at the back of
my house.

The ivy gourd is a vine ca-
pable of completely smothering
forests and other plants if it’s al-
lowed to. The vine forms a dense
canopy enveloping vegetation,
grounds, fences, utility lines and
forests in low-elevation areas.
Power cables, telephone lines,
trellises – whatever it can grab
hold of, it’ll cover it.

The coccinea grandis has
five-point palm-shaped leaves.
White, star-shaped flowers sepa-
rate this plant from other vines.
The white flowers give way to
small, green, pickle-sized fruits
that eventually turn bright scarlet
and fall to the ground.

Each of these fruits contains
seeds, which help with the rapid
spread of this weed. It’s prima-
rily spread by rats and birds that
eat the fruit and seed. Humans,
who plant it for food or ornamen-
tal purposes, also contribute to the
process.

Some people argue that we
should do our best to control the
spread of this weed. Normally I’d
spout some nonsense about how
to grow the plant; this week, with
pests in mind, I’m more inclined
to say how to get rid of it.

Dig out the root of the vine.
If you can’t do that, cut the vine
near the root of the plant and treat
the cut stump with herbicide.
Destroy all parts of the vine to
prevent regrowth. You need to be
careful when handling fruit of the
plant and try not to break it open.

The ripe red fruits and the
green unripe fruits are, appar-
ently, fine to eat raw or cooked.
The green fruits are good in stir
fries and remain crunchy; the
leaves are all right in soup.

At the end of the day, I’d
take 10 of these pests over one
screaming child in Tesco-Lotus,
but in the same way, they should
know their place and put up with
being controlled. I just wish I
could attach a pair of leather
Internet reins to those Nigerian
gentlemen.

The flowers may look attractive, but coccinea grandis can completely
smother your plants.
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Properties
For Sale

SAIYUAN HOUSE

FOR SALE

2-story house with addi-
tional living space in the at-
tic. Sea view, 640sqm. 5
bedrooms, 6 bathrooms ,
car park. Nice garden, big
swimming pool. A few min-
utes to Nai Harn Beach. 10
million baht. Contact for de-
tails. Tel: 084-8475700,
087-8987642. Email:
morn_48@yahoo.com

HOUSE AND CAR

in Land & Houses Park, 7
months old, fully furnished,
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
4 aircons. Thai owner leav-
ing. Please come and see.
Call 081-3619277 or 086-
4780349.

LAND IN KATHU

More than 5 rai with Cha-
note title in residential and
secure area, 5 minutes to
Big  C, Lotus, Central, Index,
school etc. Ideal for private
complex. Reduced to 6.5
million baht/rai. Call 081-
8540061 (English) or 081-
0803414 (Thai and English).

LAND AT PA KHLOK

with Chanote title, 2.5km
from Heroines' Monument.
Price: 1.7 million baht per
rai. Tel: 083-1802143.

PANORAMIC

SEA VIEW

Karon land for sale. 15
rai, Chanote title. Hillside,
panoramic sea view, quiet
area. Very good location
for business. 15 million
baht per rai. No agents!
Please contact by email:
allservices29@gmail.com

SHOPHOUSE FOR

SALE OR RENT

Beautiful 4-story shophouse
on 50 wah with Chanote title
in Kathu. For sale or rent.
Very good price. Tel: 081-
8915602.

NEW RAWAI

POOL VILLA

400sqm. 3-4 bedrooms.
300m from Rawai Pier.
Price: 7.5 million baht.
Tel: 086-9408914. Email:
chotip07@yahoo.com

PATONG SEA VIEW

Luxury apartments with best
view over Patong. Tel: 083-
1736521.  Website: www.
patong-view-talay.com

FAMILY HOUSE,

CHALONG

for sale. Good, quiet location,
3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, big
kitchen, living room, swim-
ming pool, big garden. True TV,
phone, Chanote title. 8 million
baht. Tel: 076-281352. Email:
slazenger5@yahoo.com

NEW HOUSE

in Srisuchart Grand Ville 3.
47.5 sq wah, 3 bedrooms 2
bathrooms, some furnishings.
Located in Phuket City, near
Tesco-Lotus. 2.8 million baht
(negotiable). Contact for view-
ing. Tel: 087-2770978.

HOUSE IN KATHU

2 stories, 3 bedrooms, car park,
pond, 330sqm, ADSL, partly
furnished, good location. 3 min
to Central. Price: 2.5 million
baht. Tel: 081-8954112.

BAAN SUAN LOCH

PALM VILLA

320sqm living area, 600sqm
of landscaped gardens with
pool. Absolutely beautiful
home. Tel: 081-9241447.

LAND, AO POR

5.2 rai and 7.5 million baht per
rai on hill with sea view. Tel:
083-1036578. www.oriental-
realestate.com

1.5 RAI IN PASAK

Laguna area at 6.5 million
baht. Chanote title, square-
shaped plot, good location,
road and utilities access. No
agents please. Tel: 081-
5399269.

TOWNHOUSE

in Than Thong 3 estate. 2 bed-
rooms, 1 bathroom. 19 sq
wah on Phattana Thongtin
Rd, near Khao Khad view-
point. Fully furnished. Price:
1.2 million baht. Tel: 087-
2770978.

THAI-STYLE VILLA

Thai style with a lot of teak.
Swimming pool, quiet area
in Koh Kaew. 3 bedrooms,
4 bathrooms, 5 minutes to
international school, 10
mins to shopping center, 20
mins to airport. Fully fur-
nished. Tel: 081-8953649.

TOP SEA-VIEW LOT

2 rai, Yamu hills. Chanote,
gated, good road, 11.5 million
baht. Tel: 080-5358767, (US)
Tel: 0011-760-7808584.
Email: phuketone@gmail.com

LAND AT NATAI

Khao Pilai Beach. 20 rai with
Chanote title, only 1.7 million
baht per rai. 300m from the
beach, road, electricity ac-
cess. Urgent sale. No agents.
Tel: 081-5399269.

NEW TOWNHOUSE

in Than Thong 7 estate. 2 sto-
ries, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
fully furnished. 19 sq wah. Cen-
tral location on Chao Fa East Rd,
opposite Villa California. 2.5 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 087-2770978.

LAND IN AO NANG

Two 1-rai plots, Chanote titles,
public road access, water and
electricity on site, rubber tree
plantation. 1.9 million baht for
1 rai, 3.7 million baht for 2. Tel:
081-5374925. Fax: 075-
661108. Email: dutchkev@
loxinfo.co.th

PERFECT LAND

Nearly 2 rai at Ao Bang Tao.
Very good location for busi-
ness. Price: 18 million baht. No
agents. Tel: 086-9442065, or
087-6899679. Email: tasuwan
@hotmail.com

LAND IN LAGUNA

5.5 rai and 7.5 million baht per
rai. Good location. Tel: 083-
1036578. www.oriental-
realestate.com

NICE PLOT

near Layan Hills Estate, and
pool villas project. Chanote
title and road  access on 4
sides of the plot. 4.5 million
baht. Tel: 081-5399269.

2-STORY HOUSE

5.5 million baht. 4 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, 72 sq wah
with some furniture at Villa
Samkong. Contact  K. Nan.
Tel: 081-6779837. Email:
knahniez@hotmail.com,
okika_j@hotmail.com

BIG NEW HOUSE

near Heroines' Monument,
very big garden. Tel: 083-
1036578.

SURIN BEACH

LAND FOR SALE

 996sqm: 8 million baht. 5-
minute walk to Surin Beach.
Tel: 081-8687676.

SPECIAL LAND

2.3 rai at Mai Khao Beach. 6
million baht per rai. 220m
from beach. Tel: 087-264-
6808 (English), 081-5371279
(Thai).

BRAND-NEW CONDO

Great location near Tesco and
Big C. Pool, gym, fully fur-
nished with washer, dryer,
fridge, aircon and TV. 45sqm
corner unit with 2 balconies.
2.5 million baht. Tel: 087-277-
0978. Email: koyangle99@
hotmail.com

4-BEDROOM

POOL VILLA

in Cherg Talay on 800sqm
plot. Only 7.5 million baht. Tel:
085-7839092.

FAMILY HOME, KATHU

in managed estate, 3 bed-
rooms, fully furnished. Only
7.5 million baht. Tel: 085-
7839062.

PATONG STUDIO

Modern, furnished, freehold.
1.6 million baht. Tel: 084-
8473304. Website: www.
selectphuket.com

FURNISHED

TOWNHOUSE

at Phuket Villa California. 2
bedrooms. Price: 1.3 million
baht. Contact K.Tum. Tel:
081-5693768.

HOUSE WITH

LARGE GARDEN

3-bedroom, 2-bathroom, house
on small development with
24hr security and swimming
pool. Only 5 mins from Hero-
ines' Monument. Fully fur-
nished with solid teak furniture
throughout and with all appli-
ances, curtains and blinds. Full
security and fly screens, 3
aircon, 5 ceiling fans. True TV/
Cable TV, phone, ADSL. Walk-
in condition with great potential
for extension and/or private
pool. Now 3.8 million baht. Tel:
085-7823273.

BEACHFRONT LAND

2 large plots, west coast
beach, undeveloped, suitable
for large hotel or condo devel-
opment. Serious inquiries by
email: info@phuketproperty
investor.com

2-BEDROOM VILLA

Kamala, 2 bedrooms, swim-
ming pool and Jacuzzi, very
nice area. 7.5 million baht.
50% private finance may be
offered. Chanote title. Tel:
081-1873451. Email: paulliley
@yahoo.co.uk
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NEW BUILDING

FOR SALE

in busy area, Soi Sai Nam
Yen, Patong Beach.

* 4 stories

* 8 apartments on floors 2,
3 and 4

* Chanote title

* Electricity, water

* 2 minutes to the beach

Asking price:

52 million baht.

Tel: 087-2709093,
081-8687676.

KAMALA

TOWNHOUSE

near Phuket FantaSea, 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, car
park. 3.2 million baht, nego-
tiable. Email: png.phuket@
gmail.com

PARICHART

VILLAGE, CHALONG

35/20 Soi 1. 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, 2 aircons, some
furniture, 50sq wah, garden.
For sale at 4 million baht or
for long-term rent. Must
see. Contact Nina. Tel: 087-
6899679. Email: tasuwan
@hotmail.com. No agents.

PERFECT LAND

FOR SALE

on the main road to Cherng
Talay and Surin. 43 rai, 1
ngan, 85 sq wah. For sale
by owner. 5.5 million baht
per rai. Tel: 081-9562406.
Email: phatsarar@gmail.
com

KOH SAMUI

LAND FOR SALE

2 rai with one house, six
bungalows and 10 row
houses. Ideal for rentals.
Near beach. Chanote title.
Asking price: 30 million
baht. No agents. Tel: 087-
2709093. Email: a.pueng
@gmail.com

INEXPENSIVE LAND

Half-rai Chanote lots near
Mission Hills golf course
and airport. 10 minutes to
Yacht Haven. 1.25 million
baht, full price. Tel: 086-
9421930.

TRADITIONAL

THAI HOUSE

Big garden, very quiet area.
Tel: 083-1036578. Website:
www.oreintal-realestate.com

SINGLE HOUSE

Pa Khlok, 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, 310sq wah. Tel: 081-
5365030.

GOLF COURSE VILLA

at Kathu country club.
280sqm, 3 bedrooms, pool. 12.5
million baht. Tel: 087-7839062.

PATONG LAND

5 rai in heart of Patong, close
to Simon Cabaret, on main
road with 45m road frontage.
Contact Alex. Tel: 081-
4095175. Email: patongland
@gmail.com For details visit
w w w . p a t o n g l a n d .
coolpage.biz

HOUSE IN KATHU

Quiet location, 3 bedrooms,
detached with garden build-
ing plot. Chanote title, com-
pany available. 3.25 million
baht. Tel: 081-3263269.

11 BIG NEW

LUXURY VILLAS

in Kamala with private pool.
Modern Thai-Balinese style.
24-hour security in a gated
community. Exclusive loca-
tion a few minutes from
beach and town center. Built
in natural surroundings on
flat land with a very good hill
view. Chanote. 4 bedrooms.
Large, fully fitted modern
kitchen. All bedrooms with
separate bathrooms and
built-in cupboards. Jacuzzi.
All rooms have  aircon. Free-
hold or leasehold. 2 show
homes fully furnished.
Ready now. Prices from 21
million baht. Tel: 076-279-
289, 086-2742308. Email:
kamalaparadise@yahoo.
com Website: www.kamala
paradise.com

LAND IN KAMALA

Flat land from ½ rai up to
5½ rai. Good road & electric-
ity supply. Only 2 minutes
from beach and center.
Prices from 9.5 million baht
per rai. Tel: 086-2742308.
Email: kim@kamalafalls.
com

SEA VIEW

IN KAMALA

Small plots from 1 rai up to
100 rai with very good sea
view. A few minutes from
city center and beaches.
Chanote, road, electricity &
water supply. Priced from
6.5 million baht per rai. Tel:
086-2742308 or Email:
kim@kamalafalls.com

SEA VIEW

IN KAMALA

Small plots, 1 rai. Very good
sea view. Road, water & elec-
tricity supply with Chanote.
Priced from 7.5 million per rai.
Tel: 087-6050365. Email:
tim@kamalaparadise.com

82 RAI, WATERFRONT

Beautiful land next to the sea
on Racha Yai Island. 10 million
baht per rai. No brokers. Tel:
081-9786700.

MAI KHAO LAND

300 rai. Chanote, 380m to
private beach. Urgent sale.
Tel: 089-6474790.

BEACHFRONT,

5.9 MILLION BAHT

Beautiful piece of land oppo-
site Yacht Haven Marina.
Ready to build on, road ac-
cess, water, electricity. 7 rai
with more than180m of
beachfrontage. Quick sale.
5.9 million baht per rai. Tel:
081-3430777.

½ RAI, RAWAI

CHANOTE

53,000 euros. Info by phone
or email. Tel: 089-9728544.
Email: av58phuket@ yahoo.
com For further details,
please see our website at
www. phuketstay.info

NICE 5-BED HOUSE

Perfect house for family, ready
to move in. Five bedrooms and
bathrooms, close to Central
Festival and Rawai Beach. Tel:
081-8915296. Email: hkthome
sale18@yahoo.com For further
details, please see our website
at www.jikkycar.com

KAMALA

SEAVIEW LAND

6 rai with Chanote. Can be di-
vided. All with good sea view.
Road, water & electricity sup-
ply. Priced from 6 million baht
per rai. Tel: 086-2742308.
Email: kim@kamalafalls.com

LOOKING FOR

INVESTMENT?

Looking for an investment:
any land or uncompleted
project? Please contact
Michael with information.
Tel: 081-8937720. Email:
m@bayproject.com Visit
our website at www.
bayproject.com

THAI-STYLE HOME

near Laguna. 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, 150sqm of living
area. 7.5 million baht. Tel:
087-8938590.

SEAVIEW LAND

6.1 rai in Mai Khao. Chanote.
Tel: 084-4413871. Email:
sawasdee-khrap@hotmail.
com

CHIANG MAI

LUXURY HOME

Exquisite 4-bedroom home in
landscaped estate, 10 min-
utes from town. Fully fur-
nished and adorned with an-
tique art pieces. 17.5 million
baht. A unique investment op-
portunity. Tel: 053-862450,
081-4726494. Email: chris@
chiangmailifestyle.com
Website: www.chiangmai
lifestyle.com

HOUSE IN RAWAI

for sale. 4 million baht. Living
room, dining room, 2 bath-
rooms, 2 bedrooms, 2 ter-
races, carport, own water.
Tel: 084-8463826.

CHALONG TOWNHOUSE

3.5 million baht, 1 minute to
Chalong pier, 34sq wah, 2 sto-
ries, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
living room, kitchen, unfur-
nished, 3 telephone numbers.
Nice, quiet & safe area. Con-
tact  Kay.  Negotiable. Tel: 076-
236590, 081-8955628. Fax:
076-236590. Email: kay.boon
@hotmail.com

SHOPHOUSE PATONG

Tel: 087-8817600. 65 steps
to Bangla Rd. Website: www.
phuketshophouse .com

VILLA IN BANG TAO

10 mins to Laguna, 4 bed-
rooms, 4 bathrooms, pool,
fully furnished. 13 million baht.
Tel: 081-8976998 (English),
089-6995136 (Thai).

HOUSE IN KATHU

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
pool, 2 floors on 222sqm of
land. 7.95 million baht. Tel:
081-9251730.

BEACHFRONT LAND

2 large plots, west coast
beach, undeveloped, suitable
for large hotel or condo devel-
opment. Serious inquiries by
email: info@phuketproperty
investor.com

FOREIGN FREEHOLD

condominium in Rawai, 250m
from the pier. 580,000 baht.
Tel: 086-9408914. Email:
chotip07@yahoo.com
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BEAUTIFUL

NAI YANG LAND

9.5 rai, beachfront. 5 min-
utes to Phuket Airport. Ask-
ing price: 120 million baht.
Chanote. Must see. No
agents. Contact by email:
allservices29@gmail.com

PHUKET COUNTRY

CLUB

Duplex renovation project di-
rectly on 15th fairway for
sale. Reduced price. See
www.fairway15.com for full
details. Tel: 081-8941994.

KHAO KHAD,

AO MAKHAM

Chanote. 16 rai with pan-
oramic view near Ao Mak-
ham, towards Cape
Panwa. Wide road access
direct to the site. 6 million
baht per rai. Tel: 081-539-
9269. Email: talayjan@
yahoo.com

THE WHITE HOUSE

VILLA

for sale (27.5 million baht) or
for rent. The White House
Villa is one of the finest tropi-
cal pool villas in Patong. Best
location for nightlife and tour-
ing Phuket. Located high on
the hill above the Amari Coral
Beach Resort at the south end
of Patong. No agents! Email:
png.phuket@gmail.com

HOUSE IN TOPLAND

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
fully furnished, kitchen, liv-
ing room. Price: 3.7 million
baht. Tel: 081-0803414.

PATONG

GUESTHOUSE

5 rooms with bathrooms for
sale. Can use for a business
or restaurant, Nanai Rd. Tel:
081-6767709.

EXECUTIVE LIVING

Modern, 5-bedroom, 5-bath-
room home in secure upscale
development. Over 395sqm
of living area with 25sqm en-
closed sala and 13x4m salt-
water pool, big maid’s room.
Only 800m from BIS. Too
many upgrades to mention.
For sale at 27 million baht or
for rent at 150,000 per
month. Fully furnished. Tel:
081-4077403.

LARGE POOL VILLA

in Kata, 1,600sqm living
space and garden. 5-star, only
30 million baht. Tel: 085-
7839062.

100 RAI

SEA-VIEW LAND

in Kamala. Perfect for resort.
7.5 million baht per rai, has
Chanote. Tel: 085-7839062.DESIRABLE HOME

for sale. 3 bedrooms, 2 en-suite
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, living
room, kitchen/dining, study,
laundry room, garage, ADSL
and True TV fitted. Verandas,
klong along back, fenced gar-
den in secure Chaofa Thani es-
tate. Price: 6.9 million baht.
Tel: 084-8439579. Email:
somlerdee@yahoo.com

LAND FOR SALE

One rai in Soi Pasak 8.
Chanote title. Good location.
Please contact for more in-
formation. Email: jgkg24@
hotmail.com

KHAO LAK

RIVERFRONT 2 RAI

Riverfront land about 5km from
central Khao Lak. 1.3 million
baht per rai. Tel: 086-2811945.
Email: mike@ethailand.com

RAWAI VILLA

WITH POOL

Brand new, 3 bedrooms, salt-
water pool, steam sauna.
650sqm land, 220sqm villa,
Chanote, outstanding, double
walls, tropical garden. Must
see, great price. Finance or
trade-in is possible. 5% com-
mission for agents. Tel: 085-
7831890.

TWIN HOUSE,

2.5 MILLION BAHT

Fully furnished, Wi-Fi, 5x8m pri-
vate pool, access to 20x8m
shared pool. 1.99 million baht.
Contact Martin. Tel: 086-686-
5304. Email: martin@phuket
village.se

HOUSE IN KATHU

2 stories in nice, quiet area. 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2
balconies, extra bathroom, 1
toilet, fully furnished. Price:
3.9 million baht. Tel: 085-
4744767.

HOUSE NEAR BIS

2-story house, 3 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms with ample parking
space and nice landscape.
Total area: 336sqm.  4.5 mil-
lion baht. Tel: 089-7247073.
Email: jutima021@hotmail.
com

KATA NOI GEM

FOR SALE

Seaview, 2-bedroom designer
condo with 2.5 bathrooms,
150m from beach in exclusive
boutique development of only
14 units. 13.9 million baht. Tel:
076-285307, 087-2658801.
Email: ruckzuck98@hotmail.
com For further details visit
www.katanoicondo.com or
www.photoshow.com/watch/
aT6bx5cx

4-BEDROOM

PALACE, RAWAI

Majestic quality, big pool,
quiet & secure. Come and
convince yourself. Be differ-
ent. No disappointment. 5%
commission for agents. Call
for info. Tel: 085-7831890.

RIVERSIDE LAND

20 rai in Lopburi, 1 hour from
Bangkok, best for resort with
water sports. Quick sale. Con-
tact Joe. Tel: 085-4055333.

PROPERTIES FOR SALE

and rent. For a more person-
alized approach to your
property, contact www.
phuketproperties.com. If
you are a real estate devel-
oper or owner, you may list
your properties with us.
Contact Khun Noi or Julie.
Tel: 081-8931360, 081-
7192903.

KRABI LAND

10 rai, 20 minutes from Ao
Nang, Krabi. Chanote title.
600,000 baht per rai. Tel: 084-
8502499.

KHAO LAK

HOUSE/VILLA

1 rai of Khao Lak land (Cha-
note) with house/villa for sale.
Top residential area close to
Bang Niang Beach. For details
call 081-7874043 (Eng) or
081-8825069 (Thai). Email:
wolly.woerner@subaqua-
khaolak.com

LAND PLOT 2.3

MILLION BAHT

900sqm. Land plot with under-
ground electricity and water
supply in quiet, secure com-
munity next to Mission Hills
golf course. For sale at only
2.3 million baht. No agents
please. Tel: 081-2712825.

FANTASTIC

OPPORTUNITY

House located in desirable
and secure estate for sale
at 6.9 million baht. 3 bed-
rooms (2 with en suite), 3
bathrooms, living room,
study, kitchen/diner, stor-
age/laundry room. Veran-
das up and downstairs, fit-
ted furnishings, ADSL,&
True TV. Fenced garden,
approx 500sqm, use of es-
tate clubhouse and swim-
ming pool nearby. Tel: 084-
8439579. Fax: 076-323-
421. Email: somlerdee@
yahoo.com

9M X 9M HOUSE

on ¼ rai. Beautiful, quiet,
green, Chalong. Price: 3 million
baht. Tel: 084-8406085.

APARTMENT DUPLEX

for sale in a nice resort. 2
bedrooms, 1 living room,
kitchen, swimming pool, gar-
den, fully furnished. 6.5 mil-
lion baht. Tel:  084-8448381.

LAND IN AO NANG

4 rai in Ao Nang, Krabi.
Chanote. 3.5 million baht per
rai. Tel: 084-8502499.

BEACHFRONT LAND

Land for sale in Chalong. 45
rai with 300m beachfront.
Tel: 081-9680309. Email:
info@houseinphuket.com
www.landinphuket.com

HOUSE IN NAI YANG

for sale, airport area, 800m to
beach, 4 bedrooms, 4 bath-
rooms, new, 300sqm. Tel:
080-5358767, (US) Tel: 0011-
7808584. Email: phuketone
@gmail.com

BEACHFRONT LAND

2 large plots, west coast
beach, undeveloped, suitable
for large hotel or condo devel-
opment. Serious inquiries by
email: info@phuketproperty
investor.com

KOH SAMUI

SEAVIEW LAND

Hillside sea view on Koh
Samui. Size: 3,200sqm, or 2
rai. Chanote. Tel: 02-277-
1992, 083-6113020. Fax:
02-9610072. Email: phara
wee@yahoo.com For details,
visit www.lovesamui.com

RAWAI:

3 BEDROOMS+POOL

220sqm villa, 10m pool,
newly built, big garden. For
sale at 7.5 million baht. Rent
possible. Tel: 087-8938747.
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Properties
For Rent

RAWAI POOL

RESIDENCE

1, 2 or 3 bedrooms.  9,000
baht per month. 100m from
Wat Rawai. Tel: 086-940-
8914. Email: p.pimada@
gmail.com

NICE AND COZY

HOUSE FOR RENT

Furnished and excellent lo-
cation, 5 mins from Rawai
& Nai Harn beaches.
162sqm. 2 bedrooms with
private bathrooms. 1 guest
toilet. 3 aircons. Large living-
dining room. Telephone line
with ADSL. Free water sup-
ply and garbage-collection
service.  Please contact K.
Nui. Tel: 087-3830936.

NICE HOUSE

800m from Heroines’ Monu-
ment, 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, fully furnished, nice
garden at corner. Fully fitted
kitchen, 2 TVs with cable
TV, 3 aircons, telephone line
with ADSL. 21,000 baht/
month for 2-year contract
or 23,000 baht/month for 1-
year contract. Tel: 081-851-
2280. Email: dennis.mo@
hotmail.com

THE WHITE HOUSE

VILLA

for rent or sale (27.5 million
baht). The White House Villa
is one of the finest tropical
pool villas in Patong. Best lo-
cation for nightlife and tour-
ing Phuket. Located high on
the hill above the Amari
Coral Beach Resort at the
south end of Patong. No
agents! Email: png.phuket
@gmail.com

HOUSE FOR RENT

OR SALE

Phanason Kathu, furnished.
Single house, 2 bedrooms.
Ready to move in to. Tel:
089-6628733.

RENTALS

3-bedroom townhouse, brand-
new and fully furnished, close
to BIS school, on small private
complex. 20,000 baht per
month. Tel: 081-9241447.

SURIN APARTMENTS

Beautiful 3-bedroom and 1-
bedroom apartments 100m
from the beach available for
short- (3 months) and long-
term lease. Email: jgstryker@
gmail.com

KAMALA

BEACHFRONT VILLAS

Fully furnished to high stan-
dard. Western kitchen. 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, lounge
and dining areas. Large bal-
cony  overlooking pool and land-
scaped garden. Stunning sea
views, only meters from the
beach. Privately gated, park-
ing and storage. True TV and
ADSL. Includes daily cleaning
and washing, pool and garden-
ing service. Rent: 75,000
baht/month. Contact K.
Suchada. Tel: 084-8436837.
Email: suchada_ villas@
hotmail.com Website: www.
phuket-island-homes. com

HOUSE NEAR LAGUNA

Fully furnished, stylish and
own clubhouse. Call or mail
for details. Tel: 076-304592,
084-0613559. Fax: 076-
362403. Email: saranyu
2001@yahoo.com

LAND & HOUSE

for rent. 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, garden, parking.
20,000 baht/month, available
now. Tel: 084-3088110.

PATONG

APARTMENTS

Sea view, beach road. 12,000
to 30,000 baht. Tel: 084-
8473304. Website: www.
selectphuket.com

BRAND-NEW VILLAS

with private pool, fully furnished.
Chalong: 3 bedrooms, 47,000
baht a month. Saiyuan: 3 bed-
rooms, 35, 000 baht per month.
Tel: 076-242844. Email: krit89@
hotmail.com

NEW COMMERCIAL

UNIT

for rent. 155sqm, good loca-
tion near Laguna hotels. Tel:
081-0915919.

HOUSE RENTAL

Waterside 2-story house at
Land & Houses Park. Fur-
nished, 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, hot water, 4 aircons.
Long-term rental from Au-
gust: 40,000 baht/month
(negotiable). Includes ADSL.
Contact Khun Nee for de-
tails. Tel: 076-367077.

APARTMENT HOUSE

IN PATONG

2 floors, 2 or 3 bedrooms,
bathroom, TV, kitchen. View,
Quiet. Tel: 081-6768797.
Email: gavinugp@gmail.com
For further details, see our
website at www.thaihide
away.com

B.L. APARTMENT

New in Kathu. Big rooms, 1
bedroom, living room, aircon,
cable TV, ADSL, hot shower,
garden, carpark. 8,000 baht per
month. Tel: 081-6923163.

LUXURY HOUSE

for rent. 4 bedrooms, 4 bath-
rooms, beautifully furnished,
pool, garden. Pool cleaning
and gardening included. 5
minutes from Mission Hills
golf course. Contact Khun So.
Tel: 081-3444473.

3-5 BEDROOMS WITH

POOL, NEAR BIS

Big homes in good community
from 80,000 baht per month.
Tel: 076-239839, 081-877-
9292. Fax: 076-239838. Email:
prakaisriroj@hotmail.com

PATONG

For more information  email
a.pueng@gmail.com

 VILLA FOR RENT,

ONLY 28,000 BAHT

Close to Laguna and Surin
Beach, this new one-bedroom
villa is up for long- or short-
term rental. Comes with True
TV, telephone, ADSL Internet,
maid service and gardener.
Fully fitted modern kitchen,
aircon and teak furniture in all
rooms. Tel: 076-239112,
081-5976911. Fax: 076-
238943. Email: damian@
electrical-marine.com

HOUSE AT CHALONG

For rent near Palai Beach. 2
or 3 bedrooms, aircon, fully
furnished, phone line. Tel: 089-
7288311.

SHARE A VILLA

2-story house for sharing.
Comes with ADSL included.
Contact for details. Email:
greatdeal94@gmail.com

LAND AND POND

for fishing park and resort at
Sapam, Phuket. 8 acres, long-
term lease. Tel: 086-689-
3289, 083-0526696.

HOUSE IN

PHANG NGA

for rent. Traditional Thai house
near Phang Nga Town. Has a
beautiful view, natural sur-
roundings, on the way to Sa
Nang  Manora Forest Park. 2
bedrooms. Monthly rent:
20,000 baht. Includes water
and electricity. Contact K. Poo
for details. Email: rukwith
@yahoo.com

BEACH VILLA

HOLIDAY RENTAL

80m to the beach. Fully fur-
nished and equipped with
aircon. 2 double bedrooms +
a single. Safe and security
system. Maid service twice a
week. BBQ and covered patio
area. Available December,
January, February only. Email
for more details. Email: mat@
pcphuket.com

NEW CHALONG HOME

2-bedroom, furnished home
for rent. Phone line, True TV,
aircon. Tel: 089-6521473.

NEW HOUSE

for rent. Thalang, 3 bedrooms,
142sqm, True TV, furnished.
Only 25,000 baht/month. Tel:
084-1824505.

HEROINES’ MONUMENT

New 2-bedroom, furnished
townhouse apartment in
Permsap Villa, 2km west of
Heroines’ Monument, 20,000
baht a month. Available Au-
gust 20. Tel: 076-248120.
Email: wpdrake@hotmail.com 5-BEDROOM HOME

WITH POOL NEAR BIS

Luxury house with swimming
pool. 100,000 baht/month.
Tel:  076-239839, 081-877-
9292. Fax: 076-239839.
Email: prakaisriroj@hotmail.
com

HOUSE, RAWAI

2 bedrooms, TV, ADSL, gar-
den, short-term rent. Weekly:
4, 500 baht, monthly: 16, 000
baht. Tel: 081-0912905.

BEACHFRONT,

CHALONG

4- and 2-bedroom furnished
houses. Bay views, swimming
pools. 10,000 and 23,000 baht
per month. Tel: 089-4706104.

AMAZING

SEA VIEW

Big colonial villa set in rolling
countryside with fabulous
sea views, 4 bedrooms, 4
bathrooms, private gardens
and pool, exclusive Cape
Yamu development. 10 mins
to BIS. No dogs. 80,000
baht per month. Tel: 086-
2796283.

KHAO KHAD HOUSE

Furnished, True TV, phone line,
nice garden.13,000 baht/
month. Email: kwanarune@
hotmail.com

LUXURY RAWAI

CONDO FOR RENT

2 bedrooms, plasma TV,
fully equipped kitchen,
phone, washing machine,
seaview, pool. Prepaid True
TV, Internet. 35,000 baht/
month. Tel: 076-264692,
086-2812115. Email:
natasha223@gmail.com
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Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 120 baht,

with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.

Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_| (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

Property
Wanted

Accommodation
Available

Looking for land to buy?
See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net

Property
Services

2-BEDROOM HOUSE
WANTED

Retired gentleman wants
quiet house with carport,
ADSL and small garden in
Kamala, Bang Tao or Cherng
Talay. 12,000 baht per
month. Contact David. Tel:
085-7908241.

LONG-TERM RENTAL
wanted for family. Location:
Patong, Kata or Karon.  Tel: 084-
8989274.

PATONG CONDO
WANTED

Foreigner looking to buy condo
freehold. 2-room unit in any
condition. 1 bedroom, central
location, near beach. Email:
eshkeri_z@yahoo.co.uk

LAND WANTED IN
CHALONG AREA

Approx 600sqm or 160sq
wah wanted in Chalong or
Rawai area. Price nego-
tiable. Contact Mr Roy. Tel:
081-1876940. Email: bath
man555@hotmail.com

THE NETWORK
PROPERTY.COM

Advertise your property with
us free of charge. We are also
looking for staff. Tel: 084-
6268105, 089-7291391.

VILLA
MANAGEMENT

by self-employed person. I
have 7 years’ experience
with real estate and property
management in Australia.
Have worked with hotel
management in Phuket re-
sort for 3 years. Can provide
high-quality service and villa
management at fair prices.
Can carry out professional
duties set out in the manage-
ment agreement, including
housekeeping & mainte-
nance of property. Can orga-
nize flight tickets and activi-
ties as well as other requests.
Tel:087-1006111. Email:
luckypam@gmail.com

POOL & PUMP
SERVICE

Professional pool-cleaning
services. 3 visits per week:
2,500 baht for a standard
pool. Pump and equipment
service in-house with full
range of home services.
Western-managed com-
pany. Call Michael. Tel: 076-
281327, 081-8954480.
Email: info@pcphuket.com

CHALONG
APARTMENT

Air conditioned, cable TV, hot
shower, free ADSL, new fur-
niture. 4,900 baht per month
or 380 baht per day. New
room. Tel: 085-8885144.

MODERN
APARTMENT

with Internet. 2-room apart-
ment off Nanai Rd, 40sqm,
fully furnished includes TV,
large fridge, hot water, fans,
safe, aircon and kitchenette.
9,500 baht per month for long
term. Optional ADSL Internet
available. Tel: 087-2650652.
Email: gisbert1@gmx.net

PATONG LUXURY
APARTMENTS

1-and 2-bedroom luxury serviced
apartments with aircon,
internet, bathroom, lounge &
kitchen. From 20,000 baht per
month plus electricity. Quiet lo-
cation. Tel: 076-296309, 086-
2672462. Fax: 076-340065.
For further details, please see our
website at www.tropicalgolf-
spaholidays.com/rentals.php

LAKE-VIEW
APARTMENT

rooms and houses for rent in
Kathu (nice view). Standard
rooms and studio rooms, fur-
nished, complete with aircon,
CCTV, motorbike parking
and car parking. House: 2
bedrooms, kitchen, living
room, 3 aircons, bathroom
with bathtub and shower. Has
a lake view from deck.
Quiet, clean, natural sur-
roundings. 28/69 Moo 2,
Wichit Songkhram Rd,
Kathu. Contact for further in-
formation. Tel: 076-202585,
089-1968449. Fax: 076-
202911. Email: lakeview
apartment_phuket

Household
Services

Household
Items

 LARGE FISH TANK
COFFEE TABLE

Dark brown with 3 sides of
glass. Glass top with wood
trim. Comes with pumps and
filter. Will set it up. 20,000
baht ono. Tel: 086-9548729.
Email: jbreyunm@gmail.com

BIG SALE DUE TO
RELOCATION

All items are 12 months
old, hardly used, in excellent
condition, one female
owner, nearest offers will
be accepted. Siemens wash-
ing machine: 15,000 baht.
Cream sofa: 18,000 baht.
Pine table, 130cm x 76cm
and 4 chairs: 3,000 baht.
Tefal worktop cooker:
13,000 baht. Philips DVD
and CD stereo: 6,000 baht.
Outside plastic table and 3
chairs: 800 baht. Size 4 tap
shoes: 2,000 baht. Zoggs
training goggles: 1,000
baht. Philips Cucina juicer
and blender: 1,500 baht.
Tel: 084-8491323. Email:
sfruin@bcis.ac.th

PHUKET HOME
MAINTENANCE

Construction, renovation,
electricians, plumbers, car-
penters, painters, tilers, gar-
deners, keycard setting, sand
wash and gutters. Call Khun
Rin at 084-1935124.

MOVING SERVICES
Leaving Phuket? Heading north?
Loading, unloading. Fair rates.
Tel: 081-7761490.

Building
Products

& Services

POOL SALT
CHLORINATOR

Self cleaning, electronic, 2-
year warranty. New – still in
the box. 25,000 baht. For
more info call 084-1368154
or 086-6845368. Email:
info@hite mp.co.za Web:
www.hitemp.co.za

Accommodation
Wanted

HIGH-STANDARD
HOUSE

Fully furnished one-bedroom
flat or small house in central
area. Call with details. Tel:
081-2737326.

PATONG
APARTMENTS

Two-room apartments from
450 baht per night. Good
long-term rates available. All
rooms have cable TV,
aircon, Wi-Fi and are close to
all amenities. Quiet soi,
short walk to beach. Please
contact for more info. Tel:
085-0648079.Emai l :
spikesthailand@hotmail.com

NEW HOUSE IN
PHUKET CITY

New house at Villa Suanluang.
Close to Lotus, Big C. Never
rented. 3 bedrooms, aircon, 2
showers, kitchen, living room,
fully furnished, cable TV.
22,000 baht/month. Please
contact for more information.
Tel:086-683-7162, 086-
6837162. Email: somthawin
_pw@hotmail.com

LOVELY PATONG
SEAVIEW

Lovely 1-bedroom, 1-bath-
room condo. 100m to the
beach. Email: patongcondo
@yahoo.com Please visit our
website at www.perfect
places.com/vacation-rentals/
23955.htm

KATA BEACH
Best low-season offer. Rooms
from 400 baht, free Wi-Fi on
computers or guests’ laptops.
www.southernfriedrice.com
Tel: 081-8948446. 15% off
Phuket's best Thai food. Tel:
081-8948446. See comments
at www.hostelworld.com

TOTALLY NEW ROOM
FOR RENT

40sqm, cable TV, aircon,
100m to Patong beach, 1
year: 240,000 baht. Tel: 089-
2872656.

FREEDOM
APARTMENTS

on Soi Khuanyang. Fully fur-
nished, aircon, cable TV. 7,500
baht/month. Please contact for
more info at Tel: 084-8450541,
081-8914561.

2,900-BAHT ROOM
WITH POOL

The Sky: a  4-star “hip” hotel
with 12 rooms, from 1,500 baht
per night. Tel: 076-261940,
087-418-4428. Fax: 076-
261944. Email:prakaisriroj@
hotmail.com  For futher details,
please visit our website at:
www.grace gardensphuket.com

LOFT APARTMENT,
SURIN BEACH

Modern, fully furnished,
seaview, 1- & 2- bed-
room apartments from
37, 500 baht. Tel: 081-
5 3 7 2 0 1 8 . E m a i l :
matt@phuketwest.com
For futher details pease
visit our website at:
www.phuketwest.com
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Boats & Marine

FIBERGLASS BOAT

FOR SALE

Brand-new, 36-foot flybridge
fiberglass boat. Ideal for
scuba diving, sightseeing
tours, hotel transfers. Email:
jgkg24@hotmail.com

SAILBOAT WANTED

Racer/cruiser, 35 to 40 ft to
charter for King's Cup.
US$3,000  or nearest offer.
Negotiable. Contact Neil.
Email: air2cure@yahoo.com

LIVEABOARD DIVE

BOAT SALE

24m long, 380hp, 20 guest
in 10 aircon cabins, 2 genera-
tors, 2 compressors, com-
plete kitchenware & bedding,
TV, DVD, stereo and more.
Tel: 076-330598. Email:
juergens@diveasia.com

BUSINESS FOR SALE

52-foot charter yacht, suc-
cessfully run by couple in
Phuket for 10 years. Price:
US$95,000. Tel:081-677-
1641.

 CHOLAMARK

HYPERLON RIB

3.5 metres. New tubes 1 year
ago, condition as new. Save
45,000 baht. Cost new:
130,000 baht. Price: 85,000
baht. Tel: 081-5399560. Email:
oystcove@loxinfo.co.th

NEW ICOM M802

SSB

Still in box. Includes:

- Icom AT-140 Antenna
tuner

- Flush mount kit

- External speaker

- All installation cables

- Gam Electronics External
Backstay antenna

Price: 60,000 baht.

Contact Mike.

Tel: 081-7195908.

Email: beinbag@aol.com

38-FT TOUR

CRUISER FOR SALE

3-ft tour cruiser for sale. All-
fiberglass construction. Excel-
lent fuel economy. On a trip to
Phi Phi you will save approx
50% compared with standard
twin-outboard-engine speed-
boats. Mercruiser inboard die-
sel engine, cruises comfort-
ably at 27 knots. Very low
hours on the engine. Toilet &
fresh water shower, large sun
roof, stainless-steel ladder at
bow and stern for beach ac-
cess. Commercial Thai regis-
tration. 1.65 million baht. Tel:
081-9790525. Email:
bosch.michael@gmail.com

FAMILY SAILING

DINGHY

4.52m/15ft. Easy sail for
husband-wife, parent-child
combos. Outstanding stability
and fiberglass hull. Designed to
be sailed by a man and a
woman. Can deliver exciting
performance without using
spinnaker or trapeze. Small
class on island, so can race.
Four hours free tuition with
sale. 125,000 baht. Wind
comes free. Tel: 081-539-
9560. Email: oystcove@
loxinfo.co.th

CENTER CONSOLE,

6-METER IMPORT

Our best bargain. Quick sale for
cash. Contact Andrew. Tel:
081-8941530,  083-3927150.
Email: wunchart-thannawat@
hotmail.com

HIGH QUALITY R.I.B.

795,000 baht. Call or email for
details. Tel: 076-521133,
087-8945643. Email: lord
knivett@yahoo.co.uk

TEAK THAI

HOUSEBOATS

meticulously renovated to
the highest standards.Two
bedrooms, air con, hot
shower and f lushing
toilets.A must see. 250,000
baht. Tel: 077-415387,
081-4762324. Email:
chriswittwer@myguide.net

SEA DOO JET BOAT

1997, 4.7 meters, model
speedster, twin 2 cyl. Rotax
85 hp, newly rebuilt, never
used engines. Seats five,
fast, clean, ready for action,
mooring cover, canopy, galv.
trailer. Tel: 086-2786112.

33-FOOT

WOODEN HULL

in perfect condition, 1½ years
old, 2 engines, Yamaha V6,
200hp, 250 hours, 900,000
baht. Contact Jano. Tel: 083-
5905464.

SPEED BOAT

BUSINESS

Thai-registered 12.90 meter
speedboat in excellent condi-
tion. Takes 22 pax + 3 crew.
Twin Yamaha 200v6 engines
and 7 different inflatables to
make it all fun for your cus-
tomers. Comes with life jack-
ets and snorkeling equipment,
a registered company, a Thai
captain and one boat boy.
Price: 1,000,000 baht. Tel:
081-8914381. Email:
patongshakers@hotmail.com

POWER CATAMARAN

Price: 3.9 million baht. LOA
19m, BEAM 7m. 4 cabins, 2
with toilet and shower, 1 sepa-
rate head, 1 separate shower,
saloon, galley, flight bridge, 2
crew berths. 80% finished.
Boat is in Pattaya.

Tel: 02-3308592, 081-
3061150.

 Fax: 02-3308593.

 Email:
rm2@foodcomthailand.com
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Island Job Mart

Looking for a job?

Looking for a better quality candidate?

Find more Recruitment Classifieds at www.phuketgazette.net!

CONDOMINIUM

SALES

Hiring now for Thai female
with good looks, excellent
English and sales experi-
ence. Work involves making
bookings at our sales booth
in Jungceylon, Patong. Sal-
ary: 20,000+ baht. Tel:
084-0782753.Emai l :
frank.modify@gmail.com

TOUR GUIDE

WANTED

Tour guide wanted for speed-
boat company. Must have tour
guide/TAT license. Tel: 076-
289044, 087-2818990. Fax:
076 -289044 .Ema i l :
gsmith100@gmail.com

SALES EXECUTIVE

REQUIRED

Real estate agency seeks
motivated individuals for the
position of Sales Executive.
Applicants should be fluent
in English and Thai and have
good computer skills. Excel-
lent salary plus commission.
Driving license essential.
Tel: 076-527565. Fax:
076-527564. Please apply
to cv@phuketoceanvillas.

com

ITALIAN CHEF

needed for Italian speciality
pasta. Dinner only. Tel: 087-
8860448.

ATTRACTIVE

ASSISTANT

needed for property manage-
ment. Must have good English.
Tel: 085-7831890. Email:
phuketprojectsale@yahoo.com

INTERMEDIATE

C++

PROGRAMMER

C++/Web Programmer for
fashion website. Foreigner
Only. Work from home in
Phuket. Visa/work permit
available. 40-60,000 baht per
month. Tel:087-2661524.
Email: IT@holyclothing.com
For further information,
please see our website at
www.holyclothing.com/
IT.html

RESTAURANT

STAFF WANTED

A new restaurant in the La-
guna area is recruiting:

- Sushi chef

- Cashier

- Service attendants

- Bartender

- Dishwasher

- Cleaning lady

Tel: 085-4738028. Email:
dedos.phuket@gmail.com
Please email your resumé (in
English) with a picture.

SALES EXECUTIVE

•Thai national

•Minimum 1 year sales expe-
rience

•Reasonable English lan-
guage

•Current driver’s license

Salary and commissions
commensurate with experi-
ence. Tel: 076-222856,
089-8664023. Fax: 076-
210893.Email: manager@
artandcultureasia.com

SEEKING LIVE-IN

MAID

Seeking long-term maid in
private luxury house (Thai
& farang) in Kamala. Du-
ties: cleaning, laundry, gro-
cery shopping and cooking.
We offer: 10,000 baht for
1st & 2nd month, then
12,500 for good work. For
female aged 25-38, with
hotel experience and flu-
ent English. Tel: 086-
1727974. Email: surat.
rattana@romsai.ch

EXPERIENCED

SALES

lady for real estate work at
our Kata office. Good English
essential, good salary, good
commission. Contact David.
Tel: 084-0639223. Email:
david.r6pd@gmail.com

NURSERY

ASSISTANT

Female Thai national re-
quired Mon-Fri 8:30 am-4
pm. Enthusiasm and a love
of children needed. 7,000
baht/month. 4 weeks paid
holiday per year + Thai na-
tional holidays. Contact for
interview. Tel:089-971-
1813. Email: info@abc
nurseryphuket.com
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Island Job Mart

Gazette Online Classifieds – 10,000 readers every day!

Employment
Wanted

SUCCESSFUL

HOTELIER

Seeking mid-level to
executive-management
position. Previous 250-

room American hotel GM
will guarantee you a

profitable low season and a
super high season.
Tel: 085-7932477.

 Email:
garyteets@yahoo.com

CREATIVE CHEF

AVAILABLE

Creative American chef
with 20 years’ experi-

ence seeks to relocate to
Phuket. For more info,
please contact me.

Tel: +1-351-2011419.
Email:

dru_01923@yahoo.com

AMERICAN WITH

WORK PERMIT

Reliable, trustworthy and
has work permit.  Please
contact for more details.
Tel: 083-5907871. Email:
imp_2u2007@yahoo.com

SALES TECHNICIAN

Foreign male, 20-35 year
old, must have sales & tech-
nical knowledge. Direct
salesmen are welcome. Tel:
076-214281, 089-873
6889. Fax: 076-235289.
Email: m@bayproject.com

SALES EXECUTIVE

WANTED

- Basic salary and commis-
sion
- Interpersonal skills
- Computer/Internet skills
- Good command of En-
glish
- Proven sales record, in-
cluding telesales
- Own car with driver's li-
cense
- Good benefits: mobile
and petrol
We work only 5 days a
week.
Tel: 076-367040, 089-
1951394. Fax:076-
367040. Please email CV
with recent photo to
info@mojomarket.com
For further details, please
see our website at www.
mojomarket.com

RECEPTIONIST

WANTED

Requirements:
-Diploma or bachelor’s de-
gree in any related field

-Minimum  of 1-year expe-
rience. We also welcome
new graduates.

-Knowledge of Microsoft
Office, Excel and email
correspondence.

-Good written and spoken
English communication
skills.

-Pleasant personality, ser-
vice minded with excellent
interpersonal skills.

Interested candidates are
requested to submit their ap-
plications together with a
resume of career to date,
present salary, expected
salary, references and a
recent photo to the address
shown below.

PK International

Law Office Co Ltd

18/9, 17 Moo 8, Chao Fa
East Rd, Chalong, Muang,
Phuket 83130. Tel: 076-
384014, 076-381055.
Fax: 076-381252. Email:
rung@pk-phuket-law.com

EXPERIENCED COOK

needed for international bistro in
Kata. Good English essential.
Accommodation may be avail-
able. Contact David for more in-
formation. Tel: 084-0639223.
Email: david.r6pd@gmail.com

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS

Urgent. Interior design company
requires  experienced Thai na-
tional with good knowledge of
AutoCad and Photoshop. Con-
tact Khun Sopit for details. Tel:
085-8831695.Emai l :
rendering.info@azzen.net

NANNY/

HOUSEKEEPER

20-30 years old, Thai and En-
glish skills, sporty, driving li-
cence. Good salary. Send CV;
start job around August. Email:
homeinphuket@yahoo.com

ENGLISH-SPEAKING

lady for morning and after-
noon help. Must have own car
or motorbike. Contact for info.
Tel: 086-7458832. Email:
gregmackay67@hotmail.com

AJAX PHP

PROGRAMMERS

Freelancers welcome for
large Internet project. Please
contact for more details. Tel:
084-6644050. Email:
aadams007@yahoo.com

DAY & NIGHT GUARD

WANTED

No drinking, no sleeping. Be-
tween 20-40 years. Good sal-
ary. English recommended. Tel:
081-5376866.

50,000 BAHT/MONTH

We need English speakers
(Thai+foreigners). Contact
Marc. Tel: 086-6833526.
Email: marcjonker_69@
hotmail.com

EARN 20,000 BAHT

PER WEEK

English-speaking Thais &
foreigners wanted. 1 month
free accommodation. Work
permit and assistance with
visa provided. Contact Jonny.
Tel: 086-5967322. Email:
Email: jonnyqvc@gmail.comNATIVE ENGLISH

SPEAKERS

Telephone appointment maker
required to follow up sales leads
for a young energetic company.
Telesales experience an advan-
tage, but not essential. Basic sal-
ary and commission. Email CV to
info@ highgroveconsulting.com

ENGLISH-SPEAKING

lady required for morning and
afternoon help. Must have car or
motorbike. Tel: 086-7458832.
Emai l :gregmackay67
@hotmail.com

RECEPTIONIST

for beautiful small guesthouse
in Karon. Please contact for
more info Tel: 086-2718254.
Email:ninapartments@
hotmail.com

SECRETARY TO GM

Need female native English
speaker to serve as secretary
to GM of Pornthip Sea-
store.Send application via
email: donnong@gmail.com



July 19 - 25, 2008 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 47

Tout, Trader & Trumpet

Business
Opportunities

Articles
Wanted

Articles
For Sale

Agents for Classified Advertising

PHUKET

Julapan Stationery Tel: 076-282254
Chao Fa East Rd (next to Siam Commercial Bank)

Khun Woody’s Sandwich Shoppe Tel: 076-282403
Fisherman’s Way Business Center, Chaofa East Rd

K.L. Mart Tel: 076-280400/3
Patak Rd, Chalong Fax: 076-280403

Earth Language School Tel: 076-232398/9
Phang Nga Rd, Phuket City Fax: 076-232398

Sin & Lee Tel: 076-258369
Thalang Rd, Phuket City Fax: 076-211230

Taurus Travel Tel: 076-344521/2
Aroonsom Plaza Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong Fax: 076-344523

41 Minimart Tel/Fax: 076-324312
Srisoontorn Rd, Cherng Talay

Deli Supermarket Tel: 076-342275
Rat-U-Thit 200 Pi Rd, Patong Fax: 076-344314

Property Information Center [PIC]
2nd Fl, Central Festival (in front of Siam Commercial Bank)

Bulletins

SEWING MACHINE &

OVERLOCK

- Bernina 1000 Designer sew-
ing machine, Swiss made, 10
years old, excellent condition,
6,000 baht.

-Bernette Overlock 134DL,
Swiss made, 8 years old, ex-
cellent condition, 5,000 baht.
Tel: 076-285307, 087-265
8801. Email: ruckzuck98
@hotmail.com

MUSIC SALE

1,000 classical music mas-
terpieces in MP3 format.
Package: 6,000 baht. Tel:
076-200148.

BOSE LIFESTLYE 50

10+1 speakers, white, wall
brackets, 6 CDs, touch-
screen remote, complete sys-
tem. 65,000 baht. Tel: 084-
4405438.

KINGSIZE MATTRESS

AND ANTI-MITE

Kingsize Carnation mattress
with anti-mite. Size:
6'6"x5'6" (1830mm x
1980mm x 150mm). Used
only with cover and only for
3 months. For sale because
it’s too hard for me. Pick up
in Rawai. Only 1,000 baht.
Tel: 083-3902970. Email:
bastelman1@hotmail.com

SWIMMING POOL

SALE

8-foot, easy to set up. Per-
fect for kids to play in or
adults to relax in. Includes
filter. Only 7,000 baht. Email:
info@pools4fun.com

AIRCONS

15,000 BTU, 8 months old,
7,000 baht. Please contact
for more information. Tel:
085-0300612.

40-INCH PLAZMA TV

6 months old. 22,000 baht.
(60,000 baht new). Tel: 085-
0300612.

SELLING ALL

CONTENTS

of a nightclub/disco and furni-
ture for 4 bedrooms. Sofas,
tables, coolers, aircons, wa-
ter pumps, sound and lighting
equipment, visual effects
systems from the best fac-
tory. Everything is new. Used
only 6 months. Contact Paul.
Tel: 084-6455971. Email:
paul.phuket@gmail.com

40-INCH PLAZMA TV

6 months old. 22,000 baht.
(60,000 baht new). Tel: 085-
0300612.

MAHLE, ELGAR

Bach, Brahms? 300-400
used classical CDs for sale,
many spares, good condi-
tion. Contact Ian. Tel: 086-
2680042.

PANASONIC LCD

projector. Watch DVDs/football
on 100-inch white wall with 2m
screen. 35,000 baht. Call Ian.
Tel: 086-2680042.

YAMAHA PIANO

Baby grand, black, 3 years
old. Contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 089-212 1254.

AIR CONDITIONER

We have a 13,000 BTU Sap-
phire air conditioner for sale.
About 3-4 years old, serviced
annually. 10,000 baht. Come
take it away. Please contact
for more information. Tel:
076-330967, 081-892 0474.
Fax: 076-330990. Email: John
@siamdivers.com

SIERRA WIRELESS

AIRCARD

4,000 baht, call after 2 pm.
Comes with CD software. Not
for Vista; XP is OK.  Tel: 076-
296351, 081-0862772. Email:
thewizardofrockandroll
@gmail.com

PRO DJ SETUP

2x Vestax turntables, Pioneer
DJM 600 mixer, 2x Behringer
pre-amp speakers, 164 house
records, 3xt cases, 70,000
baht. Tel: 084-4405438.

SURFBOARDS

WANTED

Anything considered, 6'8"+,
any condition, must be cheap.
Tel: 085-7829020. Email:
marcus@puriti.org

TO ALL FILIPINAS

Need help? Call Sister Mary.
Tel: 084-3050963.

WENDY AND

TALITHA

We are back from South Af-
rica and would like to get in
contact with our friends in
Phuket. I lost all email ad-
dresses, so please email us at
wendytalitha@yahoo.com

SPONSOR

a needy child. The Phuket In-
ternational Women’s Club is
a volunteer organization rais-
ing funds for educational
scholarships. We rely on the
goodwill of donors and spon-
sors – small and large. If you
would like to put something
back into the community in
which you live, contact us to
find out more about giving a
prize or being a sponsor.
Contact Carol (Tel: 087-
4178860 Email: carol.
fryer@piwc.info) or K. Sue
(Tel: 087-2776948. Email:
sue.arnulphy@piwc.info).

RED CORRECTION

FILTER

Sea & Sea 4-inch (10cm)
red correction filter in good
condition. Free for someone
who can use it. Please con-
tact by email at info@
warmwaterdivers.com

GUESTHOUSE

LEASE FOR SALE

9 years left on lease for up-
graded 12-room hotel, 40-
seat restaurant & bar. In-
cludes company, website &
all equipment (1 year old).
300m from Bangla; nets 2
million baht a year. Best offer
over 5 million baht. Email:
garyteets@yahoo.com

RESTAURANT IN

RAWAI

for sale. Fully equipped,
good location, must see. Tel:
080-1450437.

STEAKHOUSE,

SEATS 50

and includes all equipment. 3-
year lease. 2.8 million baht.
Tel: 087-2656089. Website:
www.skysteakhouse.net

BAKERY

& RESTAURANT

for sale. Please visit www.
bakeryforsale.info

SPORT-FISHING

COMPANY

Turnkey, ready to start,
fully rigged. Tel: 081-

7195766. Email:
huuwi@hotmail.com

RESTAURANT FOR

SALE

Very profitable restaurant in
Cape Panwa. Stunning
views, low rent for quick
sale. 3.2 million baht. Tel:
084-3047700.

ELEGANT

SHOPHOUSE

Bargain 4-story shophouse with
Chanote. There is a fully
equipped restaurant on 1st and
2nd floors. Fully furnished apart-
ment on 3rd and 4th floors. Value:
6.7 million baht. Now priced at
only 5.5 million baht. Have to
move out. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 081-
8915602.

BOOKS FOR SALE

Many language books and
about 5,000 used books
with bookshelves. Quick
sale: 350,000 baht. Please
contact K. Pui. Tel: 084-
1705552.

RESTAURANT

Well-established restaurant
and bar. Live entertainment
venue in premium Patong lo-
cation. For sale at 14 million
baht only. Genuine buyers
only. Tel: 083-1736521, 084-
0782753.

CAFE/BAR FOR SALE

Near Jungceylon. Exceptional
European-style double-unit
restaurant, coffee shop, bar.
112sqm floor area plus
24sqm terrace. With all furni-
ture & tableware. Large fully
equipped kitchen with stor-
age. Bar area with Italian 2-
group espresso coffee ma-
chine, cooler, storage and
True TV. Lounge area with
32” flat screen TV, sofas and
display units. Superior rest
rooms. Atmospheric lighting.
Bedroom with WC and hot
shower. For sale: 1.75 million
baht. Monthly rental 9,000
baht. Call Kik (081-8934355)
or Steve (084-8463887).
Email for photos. Email:
stefuena@ hotmail.com

RESTAURANT

with fully respected reputa-
tion, Nai Harn. 24 million baht.
Contact Marc. Tel: 087-
7839062.

MA MOTORBIKE

SHOP

for sale. 2 million baht, includ-
ing big bikes, plus 16 Honda
Waves, Yamaha Meo WZ.
Regular customers. 20, 000
baht/month. Free rent for first
6 months. Tel: 085-4763034,
081-6984575.

BAR FOR SALE

Bangla road area. Priced for
quick sale at 1.2 million baht.
Call Kevin.Tel: 084-7300190

YAHAMA 650 XJ

SPECIAL

all original. Completely over-
hauled Sept. 07A great run-
ning Bike for the Biker with
style. Tel: 081-8942908.
Email: beatduss@orchid-
services.com
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Business Products & Services
GUESTHOUSE

lease freehold guesthouses. 3.7
to 25 million baht. Call Marc. Tel:
085-7839062. Email: sales
@phuketmarbella.com

STOP BAR FOR

RENT/SALE

Newly set up in Soi Sea
Dragon. Probably the most
beautiful bar in Patong.

-2 units

-Top location near Soi
Bangla

-12 small rooms

-Top audio/video equipment
(Bose, Behringer, etc.)

-Running as a go-go or open
bar is possible

Fully equipped. Contact for
information. Tel: 084-848-
3495 (K. Osi in German),
089-5903968 (K. Holger
in English). Email: stop-
bar@holgervolp.com Pho-
tos at www.holgervolp.com

CACTUS BAR FOR

SALE, 3.5M BAHT

Easy and fun business. 30
months left on contract. All in-
cluded: No Rent. Tel: 081-
8936891. Email: danex01
@gmail.com

GAME-FISHING

BUSINESS

Known as the most success-
ful big game fishing boat in
Phuket, the new "Dorado",
custom-built in 2007, is for
sale due to owner's pending
retirement. Offers around
12 million baht, includes
website, 4-million-baht com-
pany and 2 work permits.
Tel: 086-1247528. Email:
phuketdorado@hotmail.com
For further details, please
see our website at
www.phuket-fishing.com

ROOFTOP

RESTAURANT

for rent on the top floor of
Sinthavee Hotel, Phuket
City. Convenient for a res-
taurant or bar. Also, a disco-
theque on the 2nd floor (with
license). Contact via email at
a.pueng@gmail.com

8-BEDROOM

GUESTHOUSE

2m baht secures you a 6-
year+ lease. Rent: 60,000
baht per month. 3-story
building with beauty salon &
office. Professional lease.
Sainamyen Rd. 5 mins walk
from beach. Email: Mb99
@ukonline.co.uk

RESTAURANT AND

GUEST HOUSE

Only 100m to Patong beach.
More info at Tel: 081-8916697,
084-6509076.

MASSAGE BEAUTY

SALON

for sale. Brand new in Patong,
120sqm. 750,000 baht. Con-
tact Alex. Tel: 081-4954761.

BUSINESS FOR

SALE

Software & electronic com-
pany established in 1993.
Great business to run, have
over 5,000 customers/year.
Low season net growth:
900,000 baht to 1.2 million.
High season: 2.2 million to
3.8 million baht. Asking
price: 5.9 million baht. Tel:
084-6268105.

SMALL INVESTOR

Bricks and mortar real estate
building in Bangla, Patong. No
lump sum, only small monthly
input over 60 months. Excel-
lent capital gains. Contact
Martin. Tel: 080-5362400.

BAR AVAILABLE

Soi Sea Dragon, Bangla. Good
location, owned for 7 years. 3
rooms, 1st floor has good
costomer base, renewable
lease. 2.25 million baht. Con-
tact Jan. Tel: 076-323831.

INVESTING PARTNER

required to help manage the
growth of an already success-
ful and profitable business.
We offer a unique and much-
sought-after product in
Phuket with plans to expand
into other areas of Thailand in
2008. A 20% holding in the
company is offered. This posi-
tion would suit those looking to
make an investment, as well
as seeking a quality lifestyle.
Work permit, salary and ve-
hicle provided. Cost of Invest-
ment 3.6 million baht. Full de-
tails provided to interested
parties. Email: bizphuket72
@gmail.com

SHOP, KATA

good location, with or without
stock. Low rent, bargain
price. Thai contact: 089-
5748884, English contact:
081-0804702.

1-BEDROOM

APARTMENT, KATA

4 million baht, no down pay-
ment, pay over 5 years, no in-
terest, no bank. GBP 990 per
month, 1,299 euros or
US$1,999. Better than stocks.
Move in now. Quiet, swimming
pool, gym, restaurant. Walking
distance to bars & beach.
Rental return: 50% of your
monthly payment.Please con-
tact for more information.  Tel:
085-7831890.

BANGLA BAR

Popular Black Pearl bar now
for sale. Located in soi beside
Tiger discotheque. Tel: 086-
2785265.  Email for website
details. Email: wunchart-
thannawat@hotmail.com

GUESTHOUSE

FOR SALE

Apartments and massage
shop in Kata Center for sale
or rent. 5 bedrooms, aircon,
cable TV, kitchenette. Tel:
076-333171, 085-216-
4953. Email: saranya1974@
hotmail.com

LIVESTOCK

INVESTMENT

For sale: chicken farm
project on 8 rai of land in
Ka Pong, Phang Nga.
Guaranteed income of
100,000 baht/month. Tel:
087-2781784. Email:
bourlis@hotmail.com

PATONG HOTEL

for sale. 6-year lease, 22
rooms, aircon, TV, hot water,
phone. 3-minute walk from
Bangla. 2.9 million baht. Tel:
085-0300612.

RESTAURANT

& INTERNET

cafe for sale, huge potential,
130sqm, 32-seat café, fully
equipped, HP/ PCS/ LCD/TV,
newly furnished decor and
seating, many extras, superb
location in Phuket City. Job of-
fer forces sale. No sensible
offer refused. 850,000 baht.
Tel: 086-5097510, 089-
1037000. Email: simons
thomas@hotmail.com

PATONG

OPPORTUNITY

Bars, go-gos, nightclub and
huge area suitable for club or
other development. Very long
lease available on excellent
terms. From 750,000 baht.
Call Simon at Andaman Busi-
ness Brokerage for details. Tel:
084-3047700.

COFFEE SHOP/

ICE CREAM / INTERNET

Price reduced for quick sale. A
real bargain opportunity exists
for you: a 2-bedroom house in
Patong with a shop & alfresco
area in front. Rent includes the
business and the living accom-
modation, all recently reno-
vated. Price: 1.6 million baht,
including furniture & all busi-
ness equipment. Monthly rent:
only 13,000 baht, with a re-
newable 3-year lease. Tel:
076-342338, 084-6976840.
Fax: 076-342 338. Email:
terryballphuket @gmail.com

BARS,

GUESTHOUSES

Bangla, Nanai. Many business
opportunities. For details visit
our website at www.jane
propertyphuket.com

BARGAIN BAR

FOR SALE

Located on Nanai Rd. League
pool table, 6-month-old 42”
plasma TV, music system, DVD
and large pizza oven. 500,000
baht. Tel: 083-6491300.

RESTAURANT, KATA

Well-established restaurant
ready to take-over. Tel: 086-
1203660. Email: chilligarden
@hotmail.com

RETAIL SPACE,

125 METERS

Center of Patong. Rent: 35,000
baht/month. Store / restaurant.
Tel: 086-158 8752.



C L A S S I F I E D SJuly 19 - 25, 2008 P H U K E T  G A Z E T T E 49

Tout, Trader & Trumpet

Pets

WEB DESIGN

An interesting website helps
your business. Contact us for
a quality website. Tel: 083-
4499574. Email: extra_sp
@hotmail.com

WOOD VENETIAN

BLINDS

Factory clearance sale of stock.
Wooded blinds, custom made
to your order within 2 hours.
Contact Khun Pranee. Tel: 076-
323525, 081-0809692.

VISA & LEGAL

SERVICES

- 1-year Thai visa.
- Retirement visa.
- UK & US visas.
- Work permit.
- Company registration.
- No more visa runs, get a 1-
year visa.
- Establish your Thai com-
pany today to start your
business.
- Property title search,
sales contract and land
registration.
 Thailand’s largest legal

service network.
Attorneys & Solicitors

Tel: 076-290376
Email: info@siam-

legal.com
www.siam-legal.com

MEDIA AND

PRINTING

iDeaPixel Co Ltd, 98/20 Wirat
Hongyok Rd, Muang, Phuket.
Our services include:
- Cataloques
- Flyers
- J-flags
- Name cards
- Banners
- Vinyl ink jet (indoor-outdoor)
- Websites
Call us today for a quote. Tel:
076-522739, 086-4715
503. Email: idea4pixel@
gmail.com

ANDAMAN LEGAL

ADVISERS

26 Hongyok Utit Rd, Talaad
Yai, Samkong, Phuket. As-
sociated with Advocates
and Solicitors in Bangkok,
Phuket and UK. We provide
a wide range of high-quality
and specialized legal ser-
vices to individual and corpo-
rate clients.

- Court actions, Thailand, UK,
HK

- Legal consultations
- Company formation
- Dissolution
- Tax planning; properties
- Properties contracts
- Notarial services
- Employment rights
- Immigration

and work permits
- Wills, marriage, divorce
- Settlement agreement
- Court interpretor
- HR outsource
- Project management
- Translations

 
Tel: 076-236124,

02-5113264,
081-9377219.

Email:
info@andamanlegal.net

andamanlegal@gmail.com
 or solicitor40@aol.com

Website:
www.haroldstock.com
www.andamanlegal.net

Soi Dog Foundation Tel: 081-7884222

Take
me

home
with
you!

CHIROPRACTIC CARE

Dr Richard P Cracknell.
Tel: 076-330889.
www.chiropractic-

phuket.com

HIGH CHOLESTEROL

Natural Remedies.
Tel: 081-6774555.

www.naturopath.asia

JUNIOR LIFEGUARD

CLASS

training course. Your children
live on an island. Are they
“water safe”? Phuket Ocean
Safety class learning about rip
tides, lifesaving, first aid, CPR.
1-week classes beginning
early-August for ages 8-
16.Tel: 089-6527863. Email:
phuketoceansafety@
gmail.com

BLACK AND WHITE

Restaurant in Kathu. Top
service. Meals from 30 baht.
Welcome.Tel: 076-319420.

TOURS IN PHUKET

Plan 2 cultural and jungle
tours. Full-day trips with
English-speaking guide.
Entrance fees, return jour-
ney, transfers, set Thai
meal and drinks included.
Tel: 081-6911955. Email:
plan2 phuket@gmail.com

Computers

WEBSITE SOLUTIONS

Website design and repair-
credit card integration. Visit
www.netphuket.com

IT CONSULTING

Computer systems set-up,
PC help, full IT support for
offices, LANs/wireless LANs
set-up, IT secure. Tel: 086-
1206188. Email: oleg.spitsin
@gmail.com

HP SCANJET G3010

Photoscanner. Hardly used, still
with original packing. 3,500
baht or best offer. Tel: 076-
285307, 087-2658801. Email:
ruckzuck98@hotmail.com

HOMEPAGE

We do everything. Design,
domain and hosting. We are
very professional. Please
contact for more informa-
tion. Tel: 085-9037423.
jesper@phuketvillage.se

GOLDEN RETRIEVER

puppies for sale. De-wormed,
vaccinated. Tel: 087-0543034.

MASSAGE AT

YOUR PLACE

Relax and enjoy Thai, oil,
deep tissue. 10am to 9pm.
Please contact Ms Da. Tel:
089-0503945.

SPA & NAIL CARE

Private and clean. We are the
best in Phuket. Tel: 083-
1036578. Website: www.siri
wanspa.com

LEARN THAI

with an experienced teacher
of Thai language. Tel: 084-
4475257. Email: mikeroper
2003@hotmail.com

Personal
Services

YOGA AT HOME!

Passionate, certified yoga
teacher available daily in the
comfort of your residence.
Private classes, 1-3 persons.
First lesson free! Email Ann
at yogaphuket@usa.net

Personals

MOBILE MASSAGE

All areas 24 hours, Thai and oil
massage, beautiful ladies.
Tel: 086-2699761.

BACKGAMMON

Retired businessman looking
for backgammon players in
Phuket. Please contact for
more information. Tel: 081-
5778443.

COUPLE

Male, 45 years, looking for
open-minded couple. Tel: 087-
8977380.

HOSTKET WEB

HOSTING

Hostket offers domain name
services, website and reseller
hosting. Email: office@host
ket.com Website: www.host
ket.com

ENGLISH

Computerman. Sales, service,
repair, tuition. Tel: 084-
6257744.
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Saloon Cars

Need wheels? Check out www.phuketgazette.net
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Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 120 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Wheelsheelsheelsheelsheels & Motorsotorsotorsotorsotors

Pickups

HONDA ACCORD:
140,000 BAHT

1997. Runs great. Good con-
dition. 5-speed. 120,000km.
Aircon, CD player, power win-
dows. 140,000 baht. Tel:
089-2875221. Email:
mike_travis@hotmail.com

TRUCK FOR SALE
Toyota Tiger D4D 2004,
manual, great condition. Asking
price: 290,000 baht or best of-
fer. Tel: 084-6268105.

ISUZU HI-LANDER
3.0 Ddi i-Teq. 4-door, 2WD,
automatic, blue. 260,000 baht
cash and take over finance: 27
payments at 9,900 baht per
month. Tel: 081-8934661.
Email: valiant@loxinfo.co.th

FORD RANGER 2.5
LITER TURBO

52,000km, excellent condi-
tion. 320,000 baht. Tel: 081-
5399560. Email: oystcove@
loxinfo.co.th

2003 TOYOTA TIGER

54,000km, manual trans,
6” suspension lift, aluminum
wheels, 7-speaker stereo,
well maintained. Asking
415,000 baht. Tel: 081-
8 9 4 1 9 9 4 . E m a i l :
tomkat@phuket.ksc.co.th

TOYOTA PICKUP
FOR SALE

Black, 4 doors, in perfect con-
dition, 13,000km. August
2007. 690,000 baht. Tel:
087-8860448.

ISUZU D-MAX CAB 4

2003. 100,000km. Perfect
condition. Runs great. 3.0L,
automatic, only one owner.
Price: 510,000 baht. Con-
tact for more details. Tel:
087-2709093. Email: anut
samantamit@gmail.com

MITSUBISHI STRADA
2.8L diesel, 168,000km. Good
condition. November 2001,
Carryboy, Chai sound. 265,000
baht. Contact more info. Tel:
084-3088110.

PICKUP FOR SALE
Ford  Ranger 2.5 turbo, four-
door with gull door at rear.
Tax and insurance. Only
50,000km. Lightly used.
360,000 baht. Please con-
tact for more infomation.
Tel: 081-5399560.

2000 RANGER
XL PICKUP

Maintained, CD player,
aircon, runs and looks great.
219,000 baht. Call 086-
2699145 for more informa-
tion.

1994 CAR FOR SALE
Mitsubishi 4-door. Aircon,
CD stereo. Nice car. Asking
price: 100,000 baht. Please
call for further details. Tel:
081-3709661.

CHEVROLET PICKUP
2007. New model,13,000km.
Looks and drives as new.
399,000 baht. Tel: 084-
4413633.

2005
MITSUBISHI STRADA
4-door, aircon. 30,000km.
Manual, insured, service
book. 285,000 baht ono.
Tel: 086-2727636. Email:
rewopnadia@hotmail.com

MITSUBISHI LANCER
Champ 3, 1992, top model,
digital odometer, no rust, new
tires, disc brakes, silver. Ur-
gent sale at 79,000 baht. Tel:
083-2525509.

1994 OPEL ASTRA
100,000 BAHT

Wagon. Auto. AIG 1st-class
insurance. Kenwood MP3/
USB audio, speakers. Good
condition. Serviced by Benz.
Tel: 084-8771047. Email:
danielryu@hotmail.com

TOYOTA SPORT
CRUISER

for sale. 2004, 90,000km,
4 doors, 4WD, good condi-
tion. 400,000 baht. Tel:
081-9703705 (English),
087-8604193 (Thai).

TOYOTA CAMRY
FOR SALE

4 years, 65,000km, gold
color, good condition, 750,000
baht. Tel: 081-7872201.

VOLVO XC90 T6
2006 MODEL

In excellent condition,
55,000km, silver color. 2.5
million baht. Tel: 081-
8957727. Email: info@
axiominvestments.com

BMW 525i SE, AUTO

35,000km, 2.5-year full
warranty. Free services.
Premium selection, metallic
silver. Full option pack. 2.69
million baht. Tel: 076-
326125, 086-6865998.

TOYOTA CAMRY
2003

Black, 94,000km, 2.4-liter
engine, 800,000 baht. Tel:
089-8733952. Email:
bigmanfox@pacific.net.sg

NISSAN FOR SALE
Station wagon, 1999, green,
new wheels. Insured until
August.  Tel: 081-7281887.

1996 AUDI A4 AUTO

1.8L, 190,000km, dual
airbag, new aircon, trans-
mission, brakes, radiator.
Only 190,000 baht. Tel:
081-4760380.

HONDA CITY V-TEC
Top model, Sept 2004, auto,
29,800km, insured, full ser-
vice, very good condition.
435,000 baht. Tel: 076-383-
280, 086-2817605. Email:
nigelnpixie@yahoo.com.au

OPEL CORSA
FOR SALE

Beautiful, in excellent condi-
tion. Blue, fully insured.
180,000 baht or nearest
offer. Tel: 087-2781583.

VOLVO FOR SALE
Volvo S80 Sedan. 2.9L gaso-
line engine, automatic trans-
mission. Year: 2002. Mile-
age: 161,000km. Color: dark
green, metallic. The car was
imported by the Embassy of
Sweden in Bangkok and has
lately been used by the Con-
sulate General of Sweden in
Phuket. The vehicle is in good
condition and the engine was
fully serviced in 2007. Price:
700,000 baht or nearest of-
fer. Tel: 076-380000. Email:
h.hamrin@gkphuket.in.th

DAIHATSU
APPLAUSE

1994, 16-valve, blue book,
very good condition. 75,000
baht. Tel: 089-5902539.

HONDA JAZZ
RED I-DSI-04

48,000km, red, automatic,
radio/DVD player, 6-speed au-
tomatic, very good condition.
Fully serviced. 430,000 baht.
Tel: 085-7842004. Email:
hakan@phuketandaman
realestate.com

MERCEDES-BENZ
2007

Vito Limousine. Set up for hotel
use. Massage chairs, DVD and
TV. 20,000km, 2.6 million
baht. Tel: 085-7831890.

1956 CHEVROLET
2-door, V8, auto, power
steering, power brakes, fully
restored and modernized.
600,000 baht. Tel: 086-
2778461.

HONDA CIVIC 2007
As new, only 6 months old.
Low cost. New: 893,000
baht. Bargain at 800,000
baht. Has 2½ years on war-
ranty. Tel: 087-1612928.

TOYOTA SOLUNA
1.5 automatic, aircon, CD
player. Just serviced, blue
book. Tel: 084-3046723.

CHEVROLET
OPTRA LT SS

2006 model. Metallic black,
32,000km, one-year war-
ranty. Just serviced, excellent
condition. 450,000 baht. Tel:
076-528016,  089-2262612.
Email: jim@jimmarsh.net

CLASSIC BMW 2002
1974 black. All original.
Driven daily. New tires. CD
player. Taxed. 150,000 baht.
Tel: 086-9488139..

MAZDA 323

5-door, cheap, 49,000 baht.
Good condition, aircon, ste-
reo and lots of new parts.
Contact Sunny. Tel: 083-
2525509, 084-1841856.

CHEVROLET ZAFIRA

2.2 Sport. Only 40,000km.
All checks done regularly.
Non-smoking driver and pas-
sengers. Bought for 1.4 mil-
lion baht. Selling for 780,000
baht (negotiable). Tel: 081-
7975764. Email: dennis.mo
@hotmail.com

FORD LASER
TIERRA SV

Great condition, service his-
tory. Black. 4 years old. Call for
details. Tel: 089-2167220.

NISSAN SENTRA

1995 model, 1,600cc, good
condition. 120,000 baht.
Tel: 081-5775719. Email:
perigor2000@yahoo.com
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4 x 4s Motorbikes Rentals

MAZDA TRIBUTE

Only 3 years old, 45,000km,
fully serviced, gold, 700,000
baht. Tel: 086-2772691.

ISUZU D-MAX 4 WD

2003, blue, 4 doors, 3 LI
diesel. Price: 520,000
baht. Tel: 086-2812899.

YAMAHA R1

2005, many extras, regis-
tered. 425, 000 baht. Tel:
087-3865200.

HARLEY-DAVIDSON

V-ROD

1,200cc, Thailand’s most
beautiful anniversary model
with original chrome parts all
over. 17,000km. 2 years on
the road. 1.2 million baht.
Tel: 086-2742308. Email:
kim@kamalafalls.com

OFF-ROADS

FOR SALE

Honda CRF 450X. New,
green book expected soon.
355,000 baht. Honda 400XR
with green book, 5,000 km,
in very good condition.
225,000 baht. Contact for
details. Tel: 086-4706051.
Email: netme@hotmail.com

MINIBUS AND CAR

FOR RENT

Minibus, Vios, Jazz, City
for rent. We’re offering
low-season prices. Tel:
081-5388567. Email:
suksavat@hotmail.com

CHEAP CAR

FOR RENT

Honda City, automatic, long term
only. 12,000 baht per month.
Tel: 086-7432011. Email:
woon_bank@hotmail.com

NISSAN NV

FOR RENT

Extra cab+cover wagon,
10,000 baht per month, in-
cludes full insurance. Tel: 081-
5693768.

QUALITY CAR

FOR RENT

Honda, Toyota + Insurance:
700 baht per day, or 15,000 per
month. Tel: 081-5377137.
Email: khunapp@hotmail.com

CHEAP CARS 4 RENT

Toyota Yaris, Mitsubishi Triton,
long-term special rate, fully in-
sured. Contact for more infor-
mation. Tel: 081-9703136.
Email: agogniat@loxinfo.co.th

P.M.P. CAR RENTALS

New cars for rent:
Toyota Vios,

Yaris,  Fortuner,
Wish and Honda Jazz.
 Tel: 083-1743880,

087-2646808.

 A1 CAR RENTALS

Fully insured. 12,000 to
20,000 baht per month. Tel:
089-8314703. Email:
a1carrent@myway.com

CAR RENTAL

10,000 to 20,000 baht per
month, full insurance. Call
089-4727304 for details.

Bicycles

BIANCHI C2C

ROAD BIKE

2008 Bianchi C2C carbon-
fiber road bike with 55cm
medium frame and Cateye
micro wireless computer.
Tel: 085-6197492. Email:
imarrable@hotmail.com

RENT MY 4X4

TOYOTA

Tiger for 6 months, 60,000
baht, 1st-class insurance.
Tel: 086-0760141.

RENT A NISSAN

WINGROAD

Auto, gold, first-class condition.
Long-term rental only. 13,000
baht per month. Tel: 083-
3927150. Email: wunchart-
thannawat@hotmail.com

NEW BIKE FOR RENT

Suzuki step 125cc, 3,000 baht
per month. Suzuki Hayate,
125cc, 3,500 baht per month.
Tel: 084-3061220.

CAR FOR RENT

New Corolla, 20,000 baht.
New Vios: 17,000 baht.
Chevrolet Optra: 18,000
baht. 1st-class insurance,
minimum rental: 1 month.
Tel: 084-3046723.

MOTORBIKE RENTAL

Airblades for 3,000 baht,
Waves for 2,500 baht per
month. For more info call
089-4701107.

HARLEY-DAVIDSON

1,450cc, excellent condition,
used only 8 months. 30,470km.
price: 450,000 baht. Tel: 083-
1731690, 083-6903179.

HARLEY-DAVIDSON

FOR SALE

2003 DYNA low rider, mint
condition. 625,000 baht. Tel:
089-9711847.

YAMAHA MIO AUTO

17,500 BAHT

2 years old, black, disc brakes,
20,000km, green book. Tel:
086-6837162. Email:
somthawin_pw@hotmail.com

CHEAP MOTORBIKES

Honda Magna, Charly, JRD,
Suzuki 250, Cagiva, JRD, all
with green book. Tel: 086-
9488139.

BMW MOTORBIKE

FOR SALE

650cc, good condition, 190,000
baht. Tel: 085-7845712.

YAMAHA NOUVO MX

April 2006, blue w/ black mag
wheels, 19,000km, excellent
condition, green book. 28,000
baht. Tel: 087-2700183.
Email: choual@gmail.com

HARLEY-DAVIDSON

Road King 2003, in mint con-
dition. 860,000 baht. Tel:
085-7831890.

2004 YAMAHA FZ1

MUST SELL

17,000km. New paint, chain
and tires. Moving, must sell.
250,000 baht. Comes with
green book. Tel: 084-7137495.
Email: richguess@aol.com

YAMAHA VIRAGO

Virago 400cc. 37,000km.
Good condition. 11 years
old. 50,000 baht. Tel: 087-
2827357.Email: jimdroz@
hotmail.com

HONDA AFRICA

TWIN 750CC

Good engine, green book.
105,000 baht. Tel: 081-
8927987. Email: chapmanrj
@hotmail.com

2 HARLEY-

DAVIDSONS

2008 Fatboy (105) 1,584cc.
96B copper and black with reg-
istration:1.2 million baht. 2004
Dynasuperglide 1,450cc. Sil-
ver, with book: 570, 000 baht.
Tel: 081-6919346. Email:
sumon@ridethailand.com

SUZUKI STEP 125

2006, automatic, 125cc.
Green, 7,300km, taxed & in-
sured until June 2009. Green
book. 27,000 baht. Tel: 084-
8463887. Fax: 076-245736.
Email: stefuena@hotmail.com

SUZUKI GSX-R 2005

600cc, GPR exhaust,
3,700km, in super condi-
tion. 360,000 baht. Tel:
089-9715664.

YAMAHA

TENERE 750

1995, with green book,
22,000km, good condition,
150,000 baht. New tires.  Tel:
089-9715664.

HONDA CRV

August 2003, in metallic gold,
extra checks, with book.
69,000km. 650,000 baht.
Tel: 0862831674.

TOYOTA HILUX 4WD

22 months, 30,000km, Toyota
maintained. 690,000 baht. Tel:
081-7197015, 089-4708926.

FORD RANGER

TURBO 4X4

2004 model, 4 doors, very
good condition, 57,000km,
family car. 420,000 baht.
Contact Russ. Tel: 087-
3810430.

TOYOTA HILUX 2001

87,000km, manual, 2.5L diesel,
D4D, full options, DVD player.
370,000 baht. Tel: 076-
344725, 089-2121254.

FORD 4X4

Top of the line. Full options
plus extras.Year 2001. Less
than 130,000km. Leaving
Thailand.  330,000 baht ono.
Tel: 081-6930766. Email:
daniel boychuk@gmail.com

TOYOTA AVANZA

Black, 26,000km. Warranty
until May ’09. 420,000 baht,
or 150,000 down payment
and take over payments.
Tel: 086-1511600. Email:
khunmallee@hotmail.com

ISUZU DMAX 2004,

MUST SEE!

Nice, dark blue, 4-door, 4x4,
3.0L turbo. 535,000 baht.
Tel: 086-9421969. Email:
laclisque@gmail.com

HONDA CRV

2002 model, excellent con-
dition, many extras. Bargain
at 550,000 baht. Tel: 081-
9586512. Email: mnswilson
@gmail.com

2002 4WD

MITSUBISHI 4-DOOR

2.8 turbo diesel. 114,000km.
340,000 baht. 1st-class insur-
ance. Tel: 087-9261381.
Email: pakadog@gmail.com

GRAND CHEROKEE

LIMITED

Year 2000 Jeep, black, loaded
with all the goodies, including
leather seats. Excellent condi-
tion, well maintained. Tel: 081-
5362069. Email: pj_cctexas@
hotmail.com

TOYOTA TIGER 4 WD

December 98, owner's
manual, silver, 73,000km.
Very good condition. 280,000
baht. Tel: 081-0855765.
Email: beat19@loxinfo.co.th

TOYOTA FORTUNER

2005

3G, MT, 43,000km,
beige, full-serviced, only
one owner, excellent con-
dition. 790,000 baht ono.
Tel: 081-8953320.

4WD MAZDA

FIGHTER

147,000km, turbo diesel.
Carryboy locking cover, off-
road package, fully loaded.
Tel: 084-4828957.
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Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net

AV
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