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INSIDE TODAY

Body with tied
hands found
on Surin Beach

Island’s beach
‘scandal’ never
kept a secret
PHUKET’s beaches being rented out
for billions of baht for decades was
never a secret and had the approval
of government officials all the way
up to the governor at the time, the
Gazette has been told.

Nonetheless, Region 8 Police are
now naming names in what they say
was illegal profiteering off public land.

Full story on Page 6

Vendors’ pleas
for help fall on
deaf hotel ears

LOCALS discovered a woman’s
body with her hands bond behind her
back on the popular Surin Beach ear-
lier this week.

Police believe the woman was ex-
ecuted about a week before her body
was dumped into the sea.

Full story on Page 3

PATONG hotels have failed to reply
to government officers’ letters ask-
ing for them to help local beach
vendors find employment.

The suicide of one beach vendor
over what police suspect was finan-
cial distress has highlighted the
struggle of those forced out of work.

Full story on Page 9

Immigration rebuffs
bribe allegations

Criminal taxi drivers are getting folded back into the taxi queue.

  ‘Taxi mafia drivers back on island roads’

Violent
drivers’
speedy
return
By Chutharat Plerin

SPECIAL REPORT

EXPECT to see taxi drivers who have been convicted for their
role in Phuket’s taxi mafia back behind the wheel without delay,
the Phuket Provincial Land Transportation Office (PLTO) con-
firmed on Monday.

“Anybody who was sentenced for his or her role in the taxi
mafia – even individuals who ripped people off, were violent or
intimidated tourists – can continue to work as a taxi driver as…

Continued on Page 2

 All thug drivers receiving
suspended sentences can
return to work immediately
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Lt Gen Panya Mamen is out to improve tourist safety in Southern Thailand.

Koh Tao murders prompt
Phuket security upgrade

Aussie stabbed in late night Patong
street fight with three Thai youths

By Chutharat Plerin

REGION 8 Police Chief Panya
Mamen, who was recently pro-
moted to the position of Assistant
Commissioner-General of the
Royal Thai Police, ordered all po-
lice stations under his command
to investigate their options for im-
proving tourists’ safety following
the slaying of two British tourists
on Koh Tao last month.

“I have ordered every police
station in Region 8, especially
those in tourist destinations, to
establish if they can install CCTV
by themselves,” Lt Gen Panya told
the Gazette.

The Region 8 police chief is the
commanding officer for Phuket,
Krabi, Phang Nga, Ranong and
Surat Thani, where British tour-
ists David Miller and Hannah
Witheridge were murdered on
September 15.

Deputy Prime Minister Prawit
Wongsuwan on September 26
instructed the Interior Ministry, the
Royal Thai Police and the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration to in-
stall security cameras at tourist
destinations around the country.

Deputy PM Prawit also gave
two months for more streetlamps
to be installed to deter criminals
from preying on tourists.

To improve safety on Koh Tao
in Surat Thani, Gen Panya revealed

to the Gazette that he has re-
quested that his superiors in
Bangkok provide funds to upgrade
island’s police station.

“The current one is small,
staffed by only eight officers,” he
said. “Upgrading it will see more
officers stationed there, which will
allow them to take better care of
people on the island.”

The move is being made ahead
of the tourist high season.

“The high season is coming. A
lot more people will come to Koh
Tao,” Gen Panya said. “There are

about 5,000 locals living on the
island already, plus about 5,000
migrant laborers and people from
other provinces.

“In peak season, there are about
10,000 tourists on any given day
– that is a large number for just
eight officers to look after.”

While waiting for approval to
upgrade the station, Gen Panya
has ordered the officers on Koh
Tao to boost patrols.

“A greater police presence in
public will improve people’s con-
fidence in their safety,” he said.

POLICE are looking to press
charges against an Australian tour-
ist and a Thai teenager after both
used broken bottles as weapons
in a fight on the Patong beach road
on September 26.

Capt Thawatchai Srimai of the
Patong Police arrived at the scene
at 2am with other officers to find
Dwayne House, 23, on the ground
in agony. He had been stabbed in
the abdomen with a broken bottle.

“He had no shirt on and his
friend was in a panic,” Capt
Thawatchai said.

Police arrested three Thai teen-
agers who tried to flee, including
a 15-year-old who later confessed

to stabbing Mr House.
“The teenager confessed, but

said that the Australians were
drunk and said something that
made him angry while he was sit-

ting with his two friends,” Capt
Thawatchai said.

The teenager also alleged that
Mr House smashed a bottle and
stabbed one of the teen’s two
friends in the back first.

Both the stabbed Thai teenager
and Mr House were taken to
Patong Hospital for treatment,
Capt Thawatchai confirmed.

“We will press charges against
both of them,” he said. “But we
will wait until the Australian recov-
ers before we formally charge
him.

“The 15-year-old has been re-
leased. He, too, will face charges
later.” – Thawit Bilabdullar

Mr House was stabbed in the fight.

Continued from Page 1

…long as his or her sentence has
been suspended,” says Konlayut
Jattutasri, chief of the PLTO Li-
censing Division.

Only those who have been
sentenced and served jail time will
be banned from driving a taxi,
and only for three years, Mr
Konlayut said today, despite hav-
ing told the Gazette last year that
applicants with criminal records
would be rejected.

“The ban will start the day that
they are released from custody,”
Mr Jattutasri said. “But it will only
apply to those who had to serve
their sentence behind bars.”

The only way a taxi driver can
receive a life-time ban from the
industry is for the court to revoke
his or her license for life, the
Gazette was told.

No law to prevent convicted
mafia drivers’ return to work

Some of those accused by police
for being part of the taxi mafia.
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Mr Pongchai was taken to Thalang
Hospital by rescue workers.

Somdet Srisai has denied charges of rape and assault, but has admitted to tying up the Russian woman.

Rescue workers prepare to transport the
woman’s remains to Thalang Hospital.

Man denies rape, assault

Body of woman with hands bound washes up on beach

Man saved
by drinking
companions

POLICE are trying to identify a woman whose
naked body was found washed onto a Phuket
beach with her hands bound behind her back
on Monday morning.

Local resident Lumyong Kunpai made the
gruesome discovery on Surin Beach and
quickly called the police.

“We believe that the woman was killed
about a week ago and that her body was
dumped into the sea in order to hide the
crime,” Lt Somsak Suwisan of Cherng Talay
Police told the Gazette.

“Due to the conditions of her remains, we
cannot determine whether she was Asian or

Caucasian at this stage. She could have been
anywhere from 25 to 40 years old.”

The torso had suffered extensive damage
from exposure to the elements and animals,
Lt Somsak noted.

The remains were taken to Thalang Hos-
pital. They will be sent to the Institute of
Forensic Medicine in Bangkok for further
examination.

“We are treating this as a murder investi-
gation,” Lt Somsak said. “But our first priority
is to issue requests to all police stations in
Phuket, asking for any missing-person reports
filed recently.” – Thawit Bilabdullar

By Kritsada Mueanhawong

A MAN has confessed to tying up
a Russian tourist before having sex
with her, but has denied charges
of rape and assault.

Police arrested Somdet Srisai,
33, at his apartment on Patak Road
on September 27, hours after the
29-year-old woman lodged a com-
plaint with the Karon Police.

“The man was arrested and
charged with sexual assault and
rape. He confessed to having sex
with the woman at his apartment
after we found CCTV footage of
him taking her back to her hotel,”
Karon Police Deputy Superinten-
dent Sophon Borrirak told the
Gazette.

“However, he claimed the sex
was consensual.”

The Russian woman told
police she had been out drinking
on Friday night with friends at a
resort in Karon, but left early in
the morning to return to her hotel
in Patong.

“At about 4am on Saturday, she
left the resort and was looking for
a taxi to take her back to Patong
when Mr Somdet drove by on his
motorbike and offered her a lift,”
said Lt Col Sophon.

“Instead of taking her back to
her hotel, he took her to his
apartment. At first the woman tried
to resist, but she was afraid
of being assaulted so she remained
quiet.”

Mr Somdet denied the charges.
“I saw her walking drunkenly

along the side of the road and
offered her a lift, but I decided to
take her to my place so that she

could recover. She was very beau-
tiful – I couldn’t control myself,”
Mr Somdet told the police.

“I tore up my bed sheet and tied
her hands behind her head, so that
she couldn’t escape.”

Mr Somdet claimed to have had
consensual sex with the woman.

“I didn’t think that she would
lodge rape charges against me,”
he said.

On receiving the complaint,
police were quick to act.

“After Mr Somdet was identi-
fied by neighbors in CCTV
footage, we staked out his apart-
ment and arrested him when he
returned later that evening,” Col
Sophon confirmed.

Mr Somdet is being held in
police custody at Karon Police Sta-
tion, pending a court hearing.

A MAN who went swimming off
the east coast of Phuket on Sep-
tember 26 was rushed to hospital
after being saved from drowning
by two friends with whom he had
been drinking on the beach.

Rescue workers from the
Kusoldharm Foundation were
called to Tala Beach in Pa Khlok
at about 11:15pm.

“We arrived to see two teenag-
ers trying to help their friend after
they saved him from drowning,”
one rescue worker told the
Gazette.

“We stabilized the man,
Pongchai Wongjumnean, 24, at the
scene and rushed him to Thalang
Hospital.”

Thammasat Kuenjana, 18, told
rescue workers that he, Mr
Pongchai and a 15-year-old friend
were all laborers who lived in
the area.

“They were on the beach drink-
ing when Mr Pongchai decided to
run into the sea,” the rescue
worker said.

“The two friends sensed that
something was wrong after they
realized they had not seen Mr
Pongchai for a while. Luckily for
Mr Pongchai, they ran into the
water and pulled him out quick
enough to save his life.”

– Thawit Bilabdullar
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Looking for a place to stay?
See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net

Chinese tourist attacked on street
over suspected tour guide rivalry
POLICE are hunting four men
who attacked a Chinese national
on the streets of Phuket Town
during the annual Vegetarian Fes-
tival on September 25.

Police believe that the men beat
Guo Xing, 26 – to the ground with
metal bars – under the presump-
tion that he was an illegal Chinese
tour guide. The Vegetarian Festi-
val is renowned for drawing large
crowds of Chinese tourists to
Phuket every year, and tensions
between Chinese tour companies
and local Thai guides remain tense.

The attack took place in front
of the Baan Bai Por apartment
complex behind a convenience
store on Chaofa Road, near Suan
Luang (Rama IX, also known as
King’s Park), at about 5:45pm.

“Mr Guo came to Phuket to
visit his brother, who works with
a tour company on the island,”
Phuket City Police Superintendent
Sermphan Sirikong told the Ga-
zette this morning.

“He was hanging out with his
brother in front of the building
when four men rode up on mo-
torcycles and attacked him with
metal bars. The men quickly fled

the scene.”
Mr Guo’s brother ran off to

escape injury, Col Sermphan said.
However, the colonel declined to
name the brother or confirm
whether or not he worked in
Phuket as a tour guide.

“The attackers ignored the
pleas from Mr Guo – and from
people standing nearby – to stop,”
Col Sermphan said.

Mr Guo was rushed to the
Phuket Provincial Administration
Organization (PPAO) Hospital in

Rassada.
“Mr Guo is still in hospital un-

der observation, as he suffered
multiple heavy blows to the head.”

Police are confident they will
arrest the attackers.

“Those men were not afraid of
being seen. We can identify the
suspects and will get them,” Col
Sermphan assured.

“We believe the attack was be-
cause of a conflict about Chinese
guides operating in Phuket Town.”

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

Mr Guo was attacked on a busy Phuket Town street on September 25.

FOLLOWING reports of cash payments being
requested from visa runners crossing the bor-
der at Sadao into Thailand from Malaysia,
Phuket’s top-ranking Army officer, Col Somchai
Ponatong, has called on foreigners to report any
such solicitations directly to him. Immigration
officers and visa run companies have denied
knowledge of the practice.
   The Gazette’s Chutharat Plerin reports.

REPORTS of foreigners re-
turning from visa runs to
Malaysia being asked to pay
200 baht in cash to clear immi-
gration at the Sadao checkpoint
are to be directed to the regional
Army chief for Southern Thai-
land, the Gazette confirmed
on Monday.

“I was doing
a trip with a
visa-run com-
pany to Penang,
Malaysia,” said
one British
expat, who
asked not to be
named.

“On the way
back, two min-
utes before we reached the
Thai-immigration side, the
driver asked us to place 200 baht
cash inside our passports.”

CHAT ME

Col Somchai Ponatong, the
highest-ranking Army officer in

Officials

Phuket, called on foreigners to re-
port any such solicitations directly
to him.

“Anyone who is told by a visa run
company to pay immigration offic-
ers, or who has had money extorted
from them, please report to me di-
rectly,” Col Somchai told the

Gazette.
“Sadao is beyond

my authority, so I
will pass any reports
to my superior,
Army Region 4
Commander Walit
Rojanapakdee.”

Col Somchai
asked that people
contact him via the
popular Line mes-

saging application.
“My personal Line application ID

is: ‘number.one.’,” he said.
The call for reports of “cash for

clearance” claims follows two for-
eigners reporting that a Phuket
visa-run company van driver had
asked his passengers to “put 200
baht in each of your passports” be-

‘On the way back, two
minutes before we

reached the Thai-immi-
gration side, the driver
asked us to place 200
baht cash inside our

passports’
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The allegations were made about immigration officers at the Sadao border crossing of Thailand. Photo: Slleong

shake off bribe claims
fore re-entering Thailand.

The payments would reportedly
prevent immigration officers from
asking each foreigner to prove he
or she had ac-
cess to at least
20,000 baht to
pay for their stay
in the Kingdom,
as required by
law.

DENIAL

Sadao Immigra-
tion Deputy
Superintendent
Banphot Kittivira
denied the allega-
tions.

“I have not
heard anything
about this. We
are always strict
on ensuring that
officers do not
take any money
from tourists.
However, I will
look into it,” he told the Gazette.

Preeyapan Adithepwarangkul,
owner of KBV Visa Run, said she
was unaware of any cash pay-
ments to immigration officers at
Sadao.

“I do not know what happened
out there, but we would never sup-
port our drivers asking customers
to bribe officers. There is no need
to do that,” she said.

“We inform our customers to
prepare either 20,000 baht cash or
make sure they can prove they

have the money in their bank ac-
counts so they can show officers
at the checkpoint.”

Regardless, Ms Preeyapan said
that she would
raise the issue
with her drivers.

“I will call
them in to make
sure none of
them ask cus-
tomers to pay
bribes. There is
no benefit in this
for the drivers or
the company,”
she said.

A staffer at
Thai Visa Run
also assured the
Gazette that her
company did
not suggest
foreigners pay
i m m i g r a t i o n
officers any
money to re-en-
ter the country.

“We tell our
customers to make sure they can
prove they have 20,000 baht in
the bank. Bribing officers is
not our job. We cannot tell offic-
ers to do or not do anything,” she
said.

NOT THE FIRST TIME

The claims follow similar reports
in July alleging that immigration
officers stationed at Phuket
International Airport were solic-
iting cash from foreigners to use

‘Anyone who is told by a
visa run company to pay
immigration officers, or
who has had money
extorted from them,
please report to me

directly’
– Col Somchai Ponatong

Army’s 41st Military Circle

a VIP lane in order to avoid stand-
ing in long queues.

Airport Immigration Deputy
Superintendent Watcharapol
Kanjanakuntorn denied the
claims, saying that his officers
had never solicited payments from
tourists.

A senior military officer who
questioned Lt Col Watcharapol
about the alleged practice fell si-
lent about any progress being
made in the investigation just
days later.

He also declined to say whether
or not his officers would be re-

viewing CCTV footage that had
been taken within the immigration
arrivals hall at Phuket Airport for
evidence of whether or not the
alleged payments had been rou-
tinely collected.

The military officer declined to
be named.
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SHIFTING SANDS

‘These are not small local businesses run by people who are struggling financially,’ Maj Gen Paween noted.

SPECIAL REPORT

Giant crab with monkey-face shell spooks Krabi villagers
A HUGE mud crab caught by accident in
a canal has stirred a veritable pot of emo-
tions among local villagers in the
mangrove-rich Klong Prasong area south
of Krabi Town.

Sompong Klongrouw, a 33-year-old
local fisherman, landed the giant crab and
brought it home so he could show his
neighbors.

By last Friday, some locals were in a
state of fearful anxiety after peeking into
the barrel where Mr Sompong kept the
crab, thinking that the markings on the
crustacean’s back, known as the cara-

pace, resembled the image of an angry
monkey’s face.

Others were simply in awe of the crab’s
size. Even Mr Sompong was impressed: “I
wondered what it was, as it is the largest
crab I’ve ever seen.”

The answer came in simple terms – the
giant crab is nothing more than a large
version of a Scylla Serrata, called Poo
Thonglang in Thai. The specimen in Mr
Sompong’s barrel is a male, weighing about
2.3 kilograms.

Pradit Janthong, head of the Klong
Prasong Administration Organization Mr Sompong and his spooky giant crab.

(OrBorTor), said that this type of crab used
to be common in Krabi rivers in years past.

“We found one in May, but it was smaller
than this. This is the biggest we’ve found,”
he explained.

Mr Pradit considered the huge crab to
be a good omen.

“We believe that these crabs are getting
bigger because the rivers are getting
cleaner,” he said. “We started a campaign a
few years ago to encourage local people to
help preserve our local rivers, and this could
be the benefit we are receiving in return.”

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

Officials claim beach permits ‘standard’ as billion-baht contracts revealed

By Chutharat Plerin

A  SENIOR official at Kata-Karon
Municipality this week revealed
that permits issued to allow local
residents to work as beach ven-
dors were introduced at the behest
of a Provincial Hall standing com-
mittee some 20 years ago.

The issue raised a storm of
controversy last week when Re-
gion 8 Police Deputy Commander
Paween Pongsirin publicly un-
veiled contracts between vendors
and beachfront resorts totalling
billions of baht.

Speaking exclusively to the
Gazette this week, Weerasak
Anekwongsawat said that the
beach-allocation system was in
use long before he arrived to take
up the post of chief administra-
tive officer (palad) at Karon
Municipality six years ago.

“They were approved by a pro-
vincial standing committee to
organize the beaches so they
would be kept neat and tidy, and
look good for tourists. The com-
mittee was led by the governor,
the district chief and the Karon
mayor at that time,” he said.

Mr Weerasak explained that the
municipality kept a public register
of all the people who were allo-
cated sections of beach on which
they could work.

“We didn’t issue permits as

standard procedure, but we would
issue signed letters affirming the
right of any person on the regis-
ter,” Mr Weerasak explained.

“Locals were called in to regis-
ter their names, then the beach
areas were divided among them.
The right of operating a section
of the beach was allowed to be
transferred to their children or
heirs, but the operators were not
allowed to ‘rent out’ the section
of the beach to a third party.

“Other than that, I do not re-
ally know many more details. I
took the position [of palad] in
2008. By that time, the vendors
had formed a group to look after
each other and manage their
areas on their own.”

Mr Weerasak, who already
faces charges for his alleged role
in supporting the local taxi mafia,
said that the vendors paid no mon-
ies to the municipality.

“The project was to provide

jobs for local people. They did not
have to pay any money to the mu-
nicipality, but now it has become a
billion-baht business,” he said.

“It has gone too far, and they
[vendors] now claim that they had
our permission.”

Maj Gen Paween revealed last
week that 15 people had been
summonsed over the beach con-
tracts, including Karon Mayor
Tawee Thongcham, who stands
accused of illegally issuing per-

mits for vendors to use public
beach land.

The pricing for the “leases” were
displayed at a press conference on
September 25. Presented were cop-
ies of a five-year contract for 99
meters of beach costing 6.25 mil-
lion baht; a three-year contract for
80m of beach costing 4.5mn baht;
and a one-year contract for an un-
disclosed amount of beach costing
1.68mn baht.

With four rows of beach chairs
along Karon Beach, which is 2.9
kilometers long, it would be pos-
sible to generate 3.8mn baht a day,
or up to 1.38bn baht a year, it was
explained. The slightly shorter Kata
Beach would also be able to gener-
ate profits of 1.38bn baht a year.

“This has been going on for
decades. However, the sands be-
long to everyone. Nobody can
own them, or rent them out,” Gen
Paween said.

“As you can see these are not
small local businesses run by
people who are struggling finan-
cially, this is big money,” he said.

“We will track down those who
have been illegally profiting from
the beaches and they will face
justice.”

The beach-permit investigation
will sweep up along the entire west
coast, Gen Paween confirmed.

“Right now, we are taking it step
by step. We started in Karon, and
will move to Patong next. There
are a lot more people involved –
and we will get them,” he said.
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Bulgarians Valentin Guenadiev Nikolov (left) and Tsvetozar Georgiev
Slavchev together withdrew 170,000 baht from tourists’ bank accounts.

Bulgarians botch skimming scam
By Thawit Bilabdullar

THREE Bulgarian men were ar-
rested in Phuket early Monday
morning for skimming ATM
cards and making withdrawals
from hacked accounts totalling
more than 170,000 baht.

Tsvetozar Georgiev Slavchev,
44, was arrested while withdraw-
ing money from an ATM in front
of a Super Cheap convenience
store at Karon Beach at 1am.

“We have CCTV recordings
of Mr Slavchev making seven
withdrawals from that ATM
totalling 70,000 baht,” said
Phuket Provincial Police
Deputy Superintendent Prawit
Engchuan.

Valentin Guenadiev Nikolov,
42, was placed under arrest at
an ATM in front of a Family Mart
convenience store on the Patong
beach road.

“Mr Nikolov had withdrawn
about 100,000 baht from a
tourist’s account,” Lt Col Prawit
told the Gazette.

Officers had staked out the
ATM after the tourist had shown
police an automated message
sent to his mobile phone by
his bank, noting that a with-

drawal had been made – a with-
drawal that the tourist said he
knew nothing about, Col Prawit
explained.

Meanwhile, Tsvetan Nestorov
Yanev, 42, was arrested at an
ATM in front of a 7-Eleven store
in Kata-Karon.

During questioning, Mr Yanev
confessed that he fitted skim-
ming devices to ATMs in Phuket
to steal ATM card data so it
could be used later to make with
withdrawals, Col Prawit said.

“In making the arrests, offic-
ers seized 100 magnetic electronic
cards and other electronic devices
used to make the withdrawals,”
he added.

The arrests came after more
than 100 people, including tour-
ists, reported to police they were
victims of ATM skimming, Col
Prawit said.

“We need to know to which
accounts in which countries
the stolen money was transferred
to and we have to investigate
who else was involved in these
thefts,” Col Prawit told the
Gazette.

“We are continuing our inves-
tigation and co-ordinating with
banks in tracing the transactions.”

THE outgoing commander of the
Phuket Provincial Police told the
Gazette on Tuesday that he had
no regrets about his time in Phuket
and had complete faith in his
replacement.

“I did my best,” said Gen
Krajang Suwannarat, who left
Phuket on Monday to return to
his post as one of the seven
deputy commanders heading Re-
gion 8 Police.

“The future of Phuket under
Maj Gen Patchara Boonyasit
does not worry me. I know him
personally. He is a good policeman
and knows his job well.”

Gen Krajang arrived in Phuket
on June 3, one day before the huge
military-backed operation to take
down the island’s taxi mafia.

Gen Krajang explained to the
Gazette that the transfer orders
had yet to be promulgated,
though they were expected to
be upheld as the postings had
been submitted by the Royal
Thai Police for royal approval.

Phuket’s inbound top cop,
Gen Patchara, will arrive from
his previous post as Provincial
Police Commander in Nakhon
Sri Thammarat.

According to the transfer or-
der, he was to present himself at
Phuket Provincial Police headquar-
ters in Phuket Town Wednesday.

Phuket Provincial Police
Deputy Commander Peerayuth
Karajedee acted as commander un-
til Gen Patchara arrived.

Meanwhile, Maj Gen Paween
Pongsirin, who has led the histori-
cal crackdown on Phuket’s taxi
mafia, has been promoted from

commander of the Region 8
Police General Staff Division to
join Gen Krajang as a deputy
commander of the Region 8 Police.

The Region 8 Police will also
receive a new chief as their
former commander, Lt Gen
Panya Mamen, has been
promoted to Assistant Commis-
sioner-General of the Royal Thai
Police in Bangkok.

Gen Panya will be replaced by
Maj Gen Decha Budnampeth, who
previously served as deputy com-
mander of the Royal Thai Police
Central Investigation Bureau.

While serving in his new post
as regional police chief, Gen
Decha’s long affiliation with
Phuket is likely to serve him well.

Gen Decha served as Phuket
Provincial Police commander in
2008, a posting he held after
serving as a provincial police
deputy commander in Phuket more
than 10 years earlier, in 2004.

– Chutharat Plerin

A MYANMAR worker escaped
serious injury Tuesday night
when a retaining wall at a Phuket
construction site collapsed, pin-
ning him in a hole and covering
him with earth.

The accident occurred at a
housing estate under construction
in Baan Ao Por, near Ao Por pier,
at about 9:30pm, Lt Suporn
Muangkhai told the Gazette.

“Mr Htat, 22, as named on his
Thai-issued ID card, was work-
ing in a hole when a wall beside
him collapsed,” he said. “Dirt
spilled into the hole and trapped
him there.”

Fellow construction workers
and Kusoldharm Foundation res-
cue workers who soon arrived
at the scene dug for about 15
minutes to free Mr Htat.

“Fortunately, the wall did not
fall on him,” Lt Suporn said. “He
suffered only minor injuries and
was taken to Thalang Hospital for
treatment.”

Mr Htat will discuss accident
compensation with his employer
later, Lt Suporn said.

– Thawit Bilabdullar

Worker escapes
unscathed after
wall collapses

Phuket’s latest police
commander takes post

Maj Gen Patchara Boonyasit
has arrived to take up the post
of Phuket Provincial Police
Commander. Photo: Kom Chad Luek
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Illegal west coast beach
buildings demolished
By Athip Karndee

ARMED Navy officers blocked
traffic on the Nai Yang beachfront
road as demolition started on two
restaurants along the pristine
Phuket west coast beach on Sep-
tember 26.

The removal of the buildings
was led by Cdr Pornprom
Sakultem of the Royal Thai
Navy, which has its eyes on
seven buildings in the area. How-
ever, five are still going through
the legal process, explained
Sakoo Tambon Administration
Organization (OrBorTor) Chief
Administrative Officer Sumet
Suwannarat.

The clearing last Friday comes
in the wake of the removal of 19
buildings on September 25 that
were encroaching on public land
along Mai Khao Beach.

“Everyone understood the or-
ders, and just asked that our
officers help them remove the
buildings for them because they
don’t have the labor to do so,” Mai

Khao OrBorTor President Sarawut
Sisakukam told the Gazette.

“We warned vendors ahead of
time. Some of them removed items
from the buildings, others did not.”

Mr Sarawut assured that the
OrBorTor was already trying to
find a way to keep those who have
lost their jobs in his area from be-
coming unemployed.

Illegal buildings were torn down on Mai Khao Beach.

THE crews of two fishing boats
were arrested for trawling in a
restricted fishing area near Koh
Sriboya, east of Phuket, last
Sunday morning.

The boats, Chaitakarn 17 and
Chaitakarn 15, had already net-
ted 200 kilograms of fish by the
time officials arrived.

“We received a report from lo-
cal fisherman that the boats were
fishing in waters where trawling is
not allowed,” Krabi Fishery Man-
agement Center Chief Jaroenchai
Srisuwan told the Gazette.

Trawling is prohibited within
5.4 kilometers of the Krabi main-
land and within 3km of any island
in the province.

The leader of the two-boat
team, 51-year-old Kempetch
Chaisri, confessed to officers that
the number of fish that could be
caught in the restricted zone made
it worth the risk.

Mr Kempetch and his 10 crew

Krabi officials arrest crew for
trawling in restricted sea area

Eleven men were taken into custody for trawling illegally.

members were taken back to the
Krabi Fishery Management Cen-
ter so the complaint could be filed
with police.

The men are expected to be
charged for trawling in a restricted
area, which carries a maximum
penalty of a 3,000 baht fine per
person.

Mr Jaroenchai confirmed that
the boat would be returned to its
owner.

“This is not an isolated incident.
There are many boats that enter
restricted fishing areas – many of
which are evading officials,”
he said.

“The boats will turn their lights
off when they are fishing. It is
hard to track them down and catch
them in action. However, we are
doing our best to put an end
to trawlers fishing too close to
the mainland and Krabi’s many
islands.”

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

THE Koh Lanta Tourism Associa-
tion has spoken out against a
coal-fired power plant slated for
Krabi province, east of Phuket,
claiming that the authority initiat-
ing the project has been dishonest
with locals.

“The Electricity Generating Au-
thority of Thailand (EGAT) held a
third public hearing at Ban Klong
Ruo last Sunday. We believe it was
insincere, as many of the people
at the meeting were strangers, not
locals,” said Therapot Kasirawat,
chairman of the Koh Lanta Tour-
ism Association.

Mr Therapot also asserted that
a huge brigade of military person-
nel present at the meeting
intimidated locals from attending.

“EGAT called for a few hun-
dred guards from the military and
the police to control protesters. I

think they were trying to intimi-
date the locals,” he said.

“I urge the government to halt
this project until EGAT starts be-
ing honest with people about it.”

The project, which would see
an 870-megawatt coal-fired power
plant built in Krabi’s Nua Khlong
district and a coal seaport estab-
lished at Ban Klong Ruo, has long
been protested by Krabi locals.

“The coal plant will definitely
affect tourism. It would not only
harm Krabi province, but also
other Andaman provinces, as they
are all connected,” said Mr
Therapot.

Mr Therapot called on EGAT to
sign a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) and promise to take
responsibility for any damages the
project has on local people.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

Energy officials told to come
clean about Krabi coal plant

Protesters gather earlier this year against the coal plant. Photo: Gazette file
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Pleas to help jobless beach vendors find work go unanswered

Patong hotels silent

Kathu District Officials visit out-of-work beach vendors at their homes to assess the situation. Photo: Kathu PR

By Natthaphol Wittayarungrote

PATONG hotels have failed to re-
ply to government appeals to
provide assistance to beach busi-
ness vendors made redundant
through the Phuket cleanup cam-
paign, say officials.

“We have sent letters to many
big hotels asking for their co-op-
eration by providing space on their
properties where unemployed ven-
dors may work, but we have yet to
receive any reply,” Kathu District
Chief Sayan Chanachaiwong said.

The news follows as the Kathu
District Office winds down its
project to receive complaints and
suggestions from the vendors
about how the situation of the
workers could be improved, fol-
lowing their eviction from Patong
Beach by the Army.

By sundown on September 26,
the Kathu District Office ceased
receiving feedback from the public
about the predicament of the out-
of-work staffers, after extending
the deadline twice since late August.

In collating their feedback, offi-
cials visited the meager rental
accommodations of many of the
out-of-work vendors living in the
resort town. Their rented rooms
were in stark contrast to the up-
scale homes of those who held the

multi-million-baht contracts to rent
beach land (see page 6).

“We need to know every single
problem, then we can help with
what’s necessary,” Mr Sayan said.

“We’re aware that many are
facing financial problems. Some

of them have to pay for their
children’s education, or have debt.

“The District Office will pro-
vide letters to schools and to
creditors asking for them to post-
pone deadlines for payments while
the vendors have no income.”

THE land at Bang Tao Beach that
was fenced off, before local gov-
ernment officers ordered the fence
to be torn down earlier this week
has, been ruled to be private prop-
erty, the Thalang Land Office
confirmed to the Gazette.

Officers from the Thalang Land
Office re-surveyed the area in
question and confirmed that the
fence had been within the bound-
aries marked on Chanote land title
deed 5916, which belongs to
Bangtao Development Co Ltd, a
subsidiary of Laguna Resorts &
Hotels PLC.

“We are confident of our
boundary as we have constantly
surveyed and resurveyed our lands
for appraisal, project plan and
land-use re-evaluation, especially
those lands whose boundaries are
adjacent to other people’s proper-
ties or public land,” said a Laguna
Resorts & Hotels representative.

The fence was torn down at the
order of Ma-ann Samran, president
of the Cherng Talay Tambon
Administration Organization
(OrBorTor), on September 23, af-
ter he saw photos of it posted on
Facebook. – Phuket Gazette

A LETTER presented at a ceremony
commemorating a financially dis-
tressed Phuket beach vendor
found dead last week, implored
Thailand’s leaders to return the
beachfront to those who used it to
make a living.

At the memorial service on
Patong Beach on September 27,
Jirasak Sae-Koo’s mother, Pranee
Piromrit, revealed the letter and
explained that her son had written
it before taking his own life.

Mr Jirasak, 45, was found
hanged by a rope at his friend’s
house on September 22.

The letter expressed hope that
Mr Jirasak would be the first and
last example of what could hap-
pen to a struggling vendor.

Mrs Pranee noted on Saturday
that her son had been under im-

mense pressure since the beach
cleanup campaign began in June.

“We have been doing this job for
more than 20 years. The income
supports our entire family, which
is about 20 people,” she said.

Though police ruled Mr
Jirasak’s death a suicide, Wichit
Police Deputy Superintendent
Ampol Chunthakul denied any
knowledge of the letter.

– Thawit Bilabdullar

Suicide victim’s mum presents
letter asking for island beaches
to be re-opened to all vendors

Respect is paid to Mr Jirasak.

Patong tunnel project gets
flyover for traffic snarls

Laguna beach
fence ruled legal
after tear down

THE Patong tunnel
project, now slated
to cost more than
10 billion baht, is to
be accompanied by
a flyover to prevent
a bottleneck at the
Thung Thong Inter-
section in Kathu, it
was revealed on September 28.

“Of the three options consid-
ered, we have decided for the final
plan to include a flyover,” said
Aiyanut Tinaphai, governor of the
Expressway Authority of Thailand.

“The Ministry of
Transportation as-
signed us to oversee
the project two
years ago. The final
plan will be submit-
ted to the EXAT
board next month.”

The final plan to
be presented will be for a 3.98km
stretch of road, 1.83km of which
will be tunnel. The current esti-
mated cost for the project has risen
from 9.57 billion baht to 10.49bn
baht. – Kritsada Mueanhawong

Patong tunnel. Graphic: EXAT
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Man sentenced to death for
rape, murder of young teen

Koh Tao party zone
planned for security

Thai medical
school reveals
Ebola antibody

THE Criminal Court today sen-
tenced to death State Railway of
Thailand employee Wanchai
Saengkhao, 22, for raping and
strangling a 13-year-old girl before
dumping her body from a moving
train in July.

He was also charged with rob-
bery and drug use, reported The
Nation.

Wanchai was a cleaning atten-
dant in the same sleeping car as
his victim when he carried out the
rape and murder of Kochakorn
“Kaem” Pitakjumnong, whose
body was discovered after she
disappeared from an overnight
train from Surat Thani to Bangkok
on July 6.

The crime sparked outrage
throughout the nation, with
netizens calling for the mandatory
death sentence for rape-and-mur-
der crimes.

Police charged another State
Railway employee who was on
the same train with aiding Wanchai
and with giving false testimony to
police in a bid to help another per-

son escape punishment. The man,
19, was sent to Prachuap Khiri
Khan Prison to await trial.

Despite public pressure, State
Railway of Thailand Governor
Prapat Chongsanguan publicly
refused to resign on July 11.

He was sacked the next day.
The rape and murder of “Nong

Kaem” prompted a ban of alcohol

sales at stations and on trains
throughout Thailand.

The heinous crime also saw
the return of “Ladies Only”
compartments. The second-class
women-only sleeper carriages are
for accompanying children as
well, explained Thanongsak
Pongprasert, head of the State
Railway of Thailand’s routes and

schedules division.
Mr Thanongsak said that other

long-term measures to be imple-
mented included having railway
police guards on all overnight
trains, getting recruitment compa-
nies to ensure rail workers were
qualified and making workers
submit to a drug test every three
months.

A THAI medical school has suc-
cessfully produced an antibody for
the treatment of the deadly Ebola
haemorrhagic fever.

Mahidol University’s Faculty of
Medicine Siriraj Hospital was set
to announce its success at a press
conference on Thursday, reported
The Nation.

This medical breakthrough
marks the first time that Thailand
has been able to produce such an
antibody.

Though there has never been
an Ebola infection in Thailand, the
disease has been posing a haunt-
ing threat this year as it has claimed
many lives in Africa. Many people
from the Ebola-hit continent have
travelled to Bangkok, which is an
aviation hub.

The disease has a high mortal-
ity rate. There is no known cure.

DESIGNATED entertainment and
activity areas and a special man-
agement team will be established
on Koh Tao, a Tourism and Sports
Ministry official said on Monday.

The scheme, dubbed the “Koh
Tao Model”, is a response to the
unsolved murder of British back-
packers David Miller and Hannah
Witheridge last month.

“The island has no areas for
tourists to party or hold events,
so this should help prevent under-
estimating the problem,” said
Tourism and Sports Minister
Kobkarn Wattanavrangkul.

Ms Kobkarn said the ministry
was also considering applying the
model to all resort islands in a bid
to make them safer for tourists,
reported The Nation.

In an effort to restore Koh
Tao’s image and tourist confidence
in the destination, she said the
government planned to run “mega
events” there once the double-
murder case had been solved. The
Tourism Authority of Thailand
would soon be asked to begin
preparations for the events.

Ms Kobkarn visited the island,
located off Surat Thani, on Sun-
day as part of a fact-finding trip.

After meeting local officials, she
approved the establishment of a
tourist police center on the island.
She also met with tourism opera-
tors and tourists to gauge their
opinions on the situation.

Meanwhile, the number of
“prime” suspects in the killing of
the two Britons has been cut to
seven from a total of 20 people
not already ruled out, a police

source said on Monday. DNA
samples of all 20 suspects have
been collected and identified, the
source said.

The seven unidentified men
have been barred from leaving the
island, as verification of their DNA
is under way, the source added.

Police are still looking for a
shirtless man who was captured
on surveillance camera the night
of the murders.

He was seen running, with a
panicked look, and has since dis-
appeared.

Lt Gen Panya Mamen, an area
police commander, said he had ex-
pected all DNA samples collected
from migrant workers to have been
verified by September 22.

He said police were also track-
ing three new male suspects who
left Koh Tao on Sept 15 for Surat
Thani and neighboring provinces.

“There could be good news
[about these three men] soon,” he
said.

Lt Gen Panya. Photo: Saran Mitrarat

Many people supported the death penalty for Wanchai (inset), including the victim’s family. Photos: The Nation
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By Alexander Maycock

Dr Agachai Sumalee, 36,
is a scientist at King
Mongkut’s Institute of
Technology and an
associate professor and
scientist at Hong Kong
Polytechnic University. He
has a PhD in Operations
Research from Leeds
University in England. On
September 17, Dr Agachai
won the ASPIRE prize for

creating an intelligent transportation system that reduces
highway congestion in Bangkok.
     Here, he reveals his concerns about traffic problems and
discusses how important efficient transportation and traffic
flow is in Phuket and around the world.

Dr Agachai (right). Photo: Supplied

Wondering about
maintenance fees

The bowed tree,
and the bow saw

Tackling taxing
traffic tailbacks
We have only 24 hours in a day to
do everything we need to do. Eight
to 10 of those hours are spent
sleeping, which leaves us with
about 14 waking hours to live our
daily lives. Imagine losing three to
four hours every day just trying
to get from place to place – like
the millions of people in Bangkok.

This equates to 30 per cent of
your waking life being rendered
absolutely worthless.

Traffic jams are an international
problem. They are sporadic. Some
locations in a city will suffer jams
one day, and then other days the
roads will be clear. Even the se-
verity of the traffic jam varies
from day to day and hour to hour.

We call this the variation of
traffic. While studying, I became
convinced that there must be some
system out there that can analyze
those variations.

In 2007, I began a joint project
in Hong Kong under the hypoth-
esis that computer software could
report real-time
traffic informa-
tion and compile
it in a way that
would enable us
to use this infor-
mation to analyze
road conditions.

The traffic-
flow algorithms
system we de-
veloped during
the project were able to report
real-time traffic conditions and
provide predictions of what the
traffic was going to be like. This
makes it easy to handle any prob-

lems that might arise.
The first prototype was used

on Kanjanapisek Highway in
Bangkok from the end of 2011
until August 2012. The prototype
was successful, and thereby able
to reduce congestion.

Bangkok, however, is not the
only place that
is facing serious
traffic problems.
Phuket is facing
them as well.

Phuket has
many upcoming
projects – ap-
proved and not
yet approved – to
help solve traffic
problems around

the island. There are underpasses
being built near Central Festival
and Tesco Lotus, and there is even
a tunnel proposed to connect
Kathu and Patong.

It is great to see Phuket make
moves toward fixing serious traf-
fic problems through projects
such as underpasses, but they are
only temporary solutions. In or-
der to make permanent changes,
city planning must focus on pro-
viding efficient public transport as
well as improving infrastructure.

Public transport is the bedrock
of many well-developed cities,
like Hong Kong and Singapore –
it is the main artery that drives the
city’s functions forward.

Low quality transportation sys-
tems impair quality of life. The
need for efficient transportation is
massive, and there must be some
national policies put in place to
permanently solve the problems
and ease traffic flow.

New policies are not enough,
and Phuket needs to find a way to
solve the problem on a daily basis
until a permanent fix can be found.

IN MY little piece of jungle there
was a tree that had grown so ver-
dant it had bent double with the
weight of its leaves and mass of
branches, so that its top-most
twigs had tangled with the grass
around its base.

The tree’s lopsided state was
also the result of a taller tree
spreading its branches above and
forcing the bowed tree to reach
out sideways for the sun.

It was also my fault. I had long
meant to prune out its upper
branches, but my excuse was that
I needed a new blade for my old
bow saw. It seems bow saws are
as much the victims of fashion as
boy bands, and no hardware store
on Phuket stocked the blade I
needed.

However, the tangled state of the
bowed tree following the recent
storms quickly forced me out to
buy a new one with a fancy laser-
cut blade that made pruning the
bowed tree quick and exciting.

As I began to cut away at the
last two boughs, a wasp whisked
out of the foliage and stung me
on the cheek. After a little expres-
sive cursing and some cautious
peering into the leaves, I decided
to move around to the second
bough on the other side of the tree
– at which point another wasp
stung me on the end of my nose.

Twice stung, I retreated. To be

fair to the wasps, they had no idea
that my true intent was to save
the tree from almost certain col-
lapse. All they perceived was a
threat to their home – a small nest
hanging within the tree’s droop-
ing canopy.

Wasps are as equally part of the
natural life cycle of my jungle as
the snakes and the scorpions.
However, the bowed tree had to
come down, so I waited until dusk
and by nightfall the bowed tree
bowed no more.

In the morning, I went to in-
spect my handy work. The
stumpy tree looks a little silly and
sad, but new growth will come
soon and in a year or two, the tree
will be bountifully verdant once
more.

I noted also that the wasps had
begun to move out of the fallen
branches and build a new nest in
the adjacent tree. I will leave them
to thrive there because I have no
quarrel with these wasps – except
for the two which stung me.
Those are still lying in the dirt
where I squashed them – at the
roots of the formerly bowed tree.

Some time ago the Gazette re-
ported a new set of building
regulations that covered what may
and may not be built on hillsides
in Phuket. The new regulations
specifically stated what is permit-
ted to be built on different hillside
gradients.

Are these regulations still in ef-
fect in Phuket? Are they law, or
just advice?

Sslam,
Phuket

Kasem Sukwaree, chief of the
Phuket Natural Resources and
Environment Office, replies:

All the hillside regulations
brought into effect by the Minis-
try of Natural Resources and
Environment on July 31, 2010
are still in effect. These regula-

Is the hillside building code still in effect?
tions apply in all provinces. Due
to their nature, they apply differ-
ently to different areas – but they
do apply.

These regulations will remain in
force until 2015, when the minis-
try will review the regulations and
decide whether new rules should
be introduced and others revoked.
This review is conducted every
five years.

The ministry does not create
these regulations top-down. In-
stead, they seek recommendations
from officials and the public
throughout the country.

Our office is drafting our rec-
ommendations for the review next
year. We have already held sev-
eral public meetings to obtain
feedback about the current regu-
lations and what rules people

would like to see in force.
We have held several public

hearings in Phuket for this
already, and are currently decid-
ing if we will hold any more. If
we do, we will make a public
announcement.

For more information, please
contact our office at: 478 Phuket
Road, Phuket Town; tel: 076-
211067.

We live in a residential estate that
requires payment of a yearly main-
tenance fee – though no
maintenance is ever done. What
are the laws regarding the pay-
ment of maintenance fees?

Can we demand to see estate
management’s accounting books
to see who is paying and who is
not, and for how many years?

What legal steps can be taken
by home owners who have not
paid their annual maintenance fee?
And what legal steps can be taken
if the estate mangers have spent
the money on something “else”?

Lars,
Phuket

Mongkol Ruengwutchana-
puech, Master of Laws,

University of New South Wales,
Australia, and LL.B. (Honors)
Barrister at Law Thailand, of
the International Law Office,
Patong Beach Co Ltd, replies:

The laws regarding maintenance
fees vary from one estate to an-
other, depending on all the facts
at hand and the contents of the
agreements signed.

What is more important than
the laws regarding maintenance
fees is the question: ‘Who is re-
sponsible for maintaining common
property on the estate?’

There is no straightforward
answer to this. One must first
learn all facts involved in the par-
ticular case.

It is best to contact a lawyer
for legal advice to protect your
interest. Some claims may expire
in two years unless you take legal
action, so the faster you talk to a
lawyer, the better.

Beware of the wasps’ nest. Photo: Peeples Gary, US Fish and Wildlife Service
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Bilking billions
from beaches

Now the beaches are beautiful to
see, but what will Phuket be able
to offer to the many tourists that
are coming with the aim of enjoy-
ing long days on a beach?

They need an umbrella to pro-
tect themselves from the sun and
a chair where they can rest.

I have many friends in Europe
that used to come to Phuket, and
used to spend a lot of time during
the day on the beach, but now they
are seriously willing to change their
plans for the next season.

What about giving some con-
trolled permissions to a certain
number of umbrella vendors, with
well-defined areas, fixed fees and
the obligation to keep the beaches
clean?

Federico Parodi
Rawai

Worried about tourists who like to lounge

Who is running the
show around here?

Re: Gazette online, Breaking
News: Violent Phuket taxi drivers
return to work, September 30

All that’s really been accom-
plished is to move the chairs off
the beaches.

Who is in charge here, the
mafia or the police? Or is it two
sides of the same coin?

Angry bird
Gazette forum

How will problems
ever get fixed?

Re: Gazette online, Phuket police
chief says ‘no regrets’, names re-
placement, September 30

How is any investigation to
come to completion in Thailand
with all the promotions, demo-
tions, transfers, and convictions
of the police who are charged with
fixing a problem?

How about all Thai Police be
frozen in their current position for
the next year, until some criminals

are brought to justice?
I have no confidence that all

these transfers do anything but
allow big fish to slip off the hook.

Mje
Gazette forum

Stop worrying about
the wrong people

Re: Gazette online, Phuket’s bil-
lion-baht illegal beach rental
scheme exposed, September 25

Apparently, officials at the mu-
nicipal level made a killing, as did
the owners of the chairs, but the
daily workers probably did not and
are now the ones without jobs.

The Night Mare
Gazette forum

We need more man-
power on the ground

Re: Gazette online, Koh Tao mur-
ders prompt Phuket security boost,
September 26

London has the most CCTVs
of any city in the world and the
police commissioner has admitted,
it does little to deter crime.

Boots on the ground is what is
needed – not eyes in the sky.

CCTV is a licence to print
money but poor cameras and poor
maintenance achieve nothing.

Mister Ree
Gazette forum

Respect the ocean

Re: Gazette online, Officials catch
fishing trawler working in re-

stricted fishing zone east of
Phuket, September 29

Throw the book at them! Not
cool.

Fishermen around the world
need to start respecting the laws
to help our oceans provide for fu-
ture generations.

Stop being selfish and the ocean
will provide for you too, fellow
fishermen.

David Tuson
Facebook

ATM skimming is get-
ting out of control

Re: Gazette online, Bulgarians
busted for ATM skimming in
Phuket, September 27

Well done to the police for nab-
bing these unpleasant suspected
crooks.

If proven guilty, what sort of
sentence are they likely to serve?

ATM skimming in Thailand is
becoming prolific.

For decades, I have never cov-
ered my PIN when using an ATM
– I’ve been lucky.

I now cover the PIN every time
I use an ATM, in every country I
visit.

Sharky
Gazette forum

…make sure the big
guys are punished

Re: Gazette online, Phuket’s bil-
lion-baht illegal beach rental
scheme exposed, September 25

Let’s hope they don’t get a
suspended sentence and an in-
nocuous fine.

The quoted sums will have
made those involved in this crimi-
nal activity very, very wealthy.

They should be stripped of their
assets and incarcerated, with the
key thrown away.

Bjay
Gazette forum

THE arrest of the Karon Mayor Tawee Tongcham and subsequent
revelations about the nature and scale of the “beach rental” con-
cession rackets along Phuket’s west coast is just the latest in a
stunning series of graft-busting power punches made by the Na-
tional Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) since it took power
on May 22 (see page 6).

One of the most remarkable aspects of the case is the way in
which the Kata-Karon Municipality and other local administra-
tive bodies were able to set up and run these lucrative monopolies
for so long with no legal precedent, or so it is now alleged.

It is understood, of course, that the alleged illegitimacy of these
concessions will ultimately have to be confirmed by an Adminis-
trative Court ruling.

In contrast, it was always understood that the taxi cartels
carved out their territories and maintained their tourism-killing
tactics through a combination of collusion and intimidation. That
they were operating illegally was never in doubt.

It was equally well understood that these cartels needed to
work hand-in-glove with local municipalities through a system
of payoffs to maintain that lucrative status quo.

That corruption has been rampant in these administrative
bodies for years comes as no surprise, but the fact that officials
had been able to operate illegal rackets on public beaches with no
formal questioning of their legitimacy, comes as a real bombshell.

If and when such confirmation is made, we hope that those
found guilty face punishment that includes lengthy prison sen-
tences and seizure of personal assets, with the seized funds
hopefully earmarked to address the myriad of negative conse-
quences their greed has created.

This would also make it clear that Phuket’s beaches are truly
public and that any encroachment upon them is illegal – even if
it is being orchestrated by the very organizations that are meant
to protect them.

It is not the administrative bodies alone who should come un-
der scrutiny, however. In the Thai government hierarchy, district
offices are meant to oversee local administrative bodies under
their jurisdiction. Numerous other government agencies are also
meant to serve as whistle-blowers when needed.

Looking forward, we have to admit that a reasonable number
of sensibly-priced beach chairs and umbrellas will need to be ready
for tourists to rent by the high season, starting in December.

The NCPO should work closely with stakeholders such as the
recently-revived Phuket Hotels Association to ensure that this is
done in a transparent way that maximizes tourist enjoyment and
safety, while minimizing damage to what is left of our natural
coastal environment.
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Oct 9,11, 6-10:30pm. Andaman
Seafood BBQ Buffet at Dusit
Thani Laguna Phuket
Every Thursday and Saturday night
Casuarina Beach Restaurant & Pub
invites you to enjoy a stunning sun-
set view of Bang Tao Beach while
delighting yourself in the freshest
seafood BBQ dining experience,
accompanied by a wide selection
of salads, appetizers, and hot and
cold Asian dishes. Be sure to save
some room for our decadent
desserts. 1,190++ baht per person
(food only). 595++ baht per child,
aged from 6-12 years old
(food plus free flow of soft
drinks).Prices are subject to 10per-
cent service charge and 7percent
government tax. For reservations
call 076-362999 and dial 7303

October 10, 11am-11pm. Curry
Fridays at Navrang Mahal
Navrang Mahal Indian Restaurant
presents Curry Friday’s. Here is
your chance to enjoy an authentic
and lavish Indian Curry Buffet
every Friday. Buffet highlights
include: Tandoori chicken, mutton
vindaloo, butter chicken, matat
paneer, bombay aloo, garlic naan,
basmati rice, vegetable samosa,
aloo tikka and more. All you can
eat for only 449 baht net! Venue:
Navrang Mahal Indian Restaurant,
only at Karon Branch. Open Daily:
11am to 11pm. For reservations,
please call 076-286464 or visit the
website: navrangmahal.com

October 16, 11:30am-2pm.
Phuket International Women’s
Club October Lunch
The October lunch will be at
Divino, Cherng Talay. Early book-
ing is recommended as seats are
limited. All are welcome. Members
600 baht, guests 750 baht.
Contact Maggy Wigman on

086-594 1758, email info@piwc-
phuket.com

Oct 17, 6-11:30pm. surf and Bbq
night @ Two Chefs Kata Beach
Two Chefs Kata Beach are serving
a large BBQ buffet with Aussie fa-
vorites like: Prawn cocktails, BBQ
pork ribs, pulled pork sandwiches,
chicken drum sticks, Wague-
Aussie beef burgers, salt & pepper
calamari, kiwi marinated Australian
Ribeye, fish and chips, meat
pies, Caesar salad, coleslaw,
Lamingtons, Pavlova, cup cakes,
Chocolate brownies and much
more. All this only 695 baht, chil-

dren under 12 years 350 baht (un-
der 3 free). Two chefs house band
will entertain you till the late hours.
There will be a sing along competi-
tion with the band, with some nice
prices for the winners! Come for
the food and stay for the fun. For
more information call 076-333370
or email kata@twochefs.com

October  23. Chulalongkorn
Memorial Day
Chulalongkorn Day commemo-
rates the reign of Rama V.

Oct 31, 6-11:30pm. Halloween
Party @ Two Chefs Kata center

It’s time for a Halloween Party
again. Two Chefs Kata are serv-
ing a large buffet with a wide range
of international favorites like:
Pumpkin soup, Lucifer’s roast
pork, salmon with devil sauce,
bloody mary mussels, grilled
ribeye steaks and a wide range of
desserts from our in house
bakery. All this only 795 baht, chil-
dren under 12 years 395 baht
(under 3 free). Great prices for
the guests with the best dress of
the evening. Two chefs house
band will entertain you till the late
hours. It’s always more fun at
Two Chefs! For more information

call 076-330065 or email
katacenter@twochefs.com

November 4, 9am-4pm. PIWC
presents The Melbourne Cup
The PIWC presents The Melbourne
Cup, “The Race That Stops a
Nation”. For more information
contact Maggy Wigman on 086-
594 1758, email info@piwcphuket
.com or visit piwc-phuket.com

The Phuket Gazette and PGTV’s
‘Phuket Today’ show, the island’s
only nationally broadcast television
program (aired daily on True Visions
channels 79 and 107), are proud to
sponsor this annual charity event.

Dusit Thani Laguna Phuket

October 9 and 11, 6-10:30pm

Andaman seafood and BBQ buffetAndaman seafood and BBQ buffet
Dusit Thani Laguna Phuket
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Colors of
Dance

From left: Apichart Chutrakul, CEO of Sansiri Public Company Limited; Pikun Srimahunt,
head of Mortgage & SSME Business, Siam Commercial Bank; and Theerawut Sritularak,
president of Jui Tui Tao Bo Keng Shrine. Siam Commercial Bank staff make donations to Jui Tui Tao Bo Keng Shrine.

Sansiri and Siam Commercial Bank support
the Phuket Vegetarian Festival

Gazette welcomes
Governor Nisit

The Gazette welcomes Phuket’s new Governor, Nisit Jansomwong, to his post, which he
officially took up on Wednesday. We look forward to working closely with Governor Nisit
in tackling the key issues facing the province.

Phuket Dance World Studio held its grand opening recently at Boat Plaza in Phuket Town.
Attending were Supat Kuntatun (center left) costume manager & designer for Phuket
Simon Cabaret and Pornthep Rouyrin (center right) the company’s managing director.
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Properties For Sale

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 140 baht,

with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

Deadline for Property Gazette page: Friday 3 pm.

Deadline for all other ads: Saturday 12 noon.
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Classified Advertisements

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Then hand it to any of our agents.

ANDAMAN
BEACH SUITE

Spectacular seaview condo lo-
cated on the 12th floor in Patong.
This 127 sqm apartment com-
prises 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
3 balconies and a spacious living
/ dining room, has everything you
need for comfortable living. Close
to shops, the beach (2 minutes
walk), and access to our swim-
ming pool and other facilities. Tel:
076-341879 (English & Thai).
Email:  estherandi@gmail.com

KATA SALE
LEASEBACK CONDO

Plus Condo 30 sm 1 br, custom
furnished. New, 7 fl. View, 1.595
mil baht. Tel: 081-828 0972(En-
glish). Email: sbolls@hotmail.
com

OCEAN FRONT
FOR SALE

7-rai Chanote. Flat land. Can
be sub divided. Email: Pkt
thai1@gmail.com

QUIET GREEN AREA
Fully furnished house in
Chalong, 2 aircon bed-
rooms, lovely garden.
Start from 10,000 baht /
month. Tel: 081-892 4311.
http://palaigreen.weebly.
com

URGENT!! PATONG
VILLA 4 BED

Fire sale price - sudden de-
parture - direct from owner
- now for 19.9M, estimated
29M - Luxury 4-bedroom
villa, mountain side, pan-
oramic seaview of Patong
bay, 4 bathrooms, private
pool, tennis, fully funished
modern style, 270sqm.
Tel: 081-832 8154 ( E n -
glish). Email: contact@biz
kado.com

COTTAGE ON
COCONUT ISLAND

319sqm land, 50sqm cottage,
fully furnished, sea view, 10 mins
by boat. Tel: 089-873 6533 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: phuketinter
preter@gmail.com

BARGAIN PROPERTY
ON ONE RAI

One rai of land (1,600sqm) with
one two-storey house in great
area, between Rawai and Nai
Harn, just off Sai Yuan. 12.9MB
080-124 1245. Email: kay@
phuket andamanrealestate.com

NEW CONDO IN NAI
YANG!

Brand new condo in Nai Yang,
top floor (8th floor), 2 mins from
the airport, ocean facing, Fully
furnished, gym and pool, 30
sqm, 5 minute walk to the
beach, convenience stores on
your door step. New shopping
mall coming up across the
street! Very special cash price!
2.3 million baht, foreign free-
hold. Please send message in
English. Tel: 090-160 0603.
Email: No1phuket@gmail.
com

LAKEVIEW HOUSE
Three-bedroom lakeview house
in Chalong, inside Land &
House Park, Phuket. Price: 8.4
million baht. Tel: 076-219892,
089-472 5834 (English & Thai).
Fax:076-219893.  Email: charu
pan@yahoo.com

SEAFRONT LAND
KAMALA FOR SALE

6 rai, Chanote, seafront 66m.
Tel: 089-897 2141.

HOUSE
IN PHUKET TOWN

Close to Central Festival, 2.9
million baht ono. Tel: 081-893
7191 (Thai), 089-730 8566
(English). Email: meteve@
meteve-phuket.com

LONE BEACH LAND
FOR SALE

34 rai beachfront 300m. Please
contact Ms. Janjala. Tel: 084-
305 3264.

4-BEDROOM VILLA
FOR SALE

5 minutes from Bang Tao
Beach, big pool, living
room, fully furnished,
land 500sqm, Chanote,
house 350sqm, quick
sale 9.5 million baht
only. Tel: 093-713 2278
(English).

GREAT PRICE
GREAT LOCATION

628sqm plot, 3 rooms, pri-
vate pool. 17 million baht.
Tel: 087-465 8883 (English
& Thai). Email: mindpro
perties@gmail.com

4 RAI, THAI CO.,
HOUSE, 18MB

2-bedrooms, 1-bathroom,
walk to Layan Beach. Next
to National Park. Infrastruc-
ture for villa development.
Tel: 084-842 4581.

BRAND NEW!
LARGE

4-bedroom pool villa. Price
reduced from 12.9 to 9.3
million THB. Great Value!
Tel: 081-077 1765.http://
p h u k e t p r o p e r t y f
ormations.weebly.com
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Properties For Sale

SEAVIEW POOL VILLA
Seaview over Chalong Bay ma-
rina. 7 bedrooms, 6 bathrooms,
private pool. Chanote. Size:
800sqm. Price: 25 million baht.
Tel: 084-868 1732. or 084-933
9829. Email: kigwd@hotmail.
com

2BDR BEACHFRONT
CONDO RAWAI

2bdr / 2bath ens, huge balcony
with direct walk out to pool,
beach, restaurant, in 5* resort
with access to gym, spa, ideal for
family, separate storage, furniture
incl, fast owner sale, leaving
Asia,13.9MM neg. Tel: 096-
532849(English). Email: laura
@tilaholdings.com

PHUKET NEW CONDO
FOR SALE

2bed, 2bath. Sugar Palm
Condo. Right at Suan Luang
Park with direct access to
superb park, lake and ocean
views. 10th  floor, corner unit, 90
sqm. 10 min to Central shop-
ping center, 20-30 minutes to
beaches. 65,000 baht per sqm.
Call Noi 087- 269 8492.

ALLAMANDA
(LAGUNA)

Residences/Phuket
Condo unit, half of a de-
luxe twin house, fully fur-
nished and equipped, set
direct on the picturesque
lagoon with balcony right
over it. 3 bedrooms each
with shower/bathroom roof
terrace. Long-term rent or
sale. Tel: 090-487 8084.
Email: utaipan@yahoo.
com

2 POOL VILLAS
NEXT TO PIA

Ready to move in. Villa
1: on 1,100sqm land,
16.9 million baht. Villa 2:
on 2,200sqm land, 21.9
million baht. Brand-new,
each with 3 bedrooms, 4
bathrooms, 12m swim-
ming pool. Guest bunga-
low with 1 bedroom, 1
bathroom. Perfectly lo-
cated in a development
with underground elec-
tricity and security, only
800m from Mission Hills
Golf Course, less than 10
minutes to airport, Phu-
ket International Acad-
emy and Ao Po Grand
Marina. Please call 081-
343 0777. Email: mon
tha_phuket@yahoo.
com

LUXURY
POOL VILLA

Within unique develop-
ment – 8,700,000 baht.
Please call 081-077 1765.
Email: phuketformations
@gmail.com

POOL VILLA
FOR SALE / RENT

Rawai, 800sqm land,
Fully furnished, 3 bed-
rooms, 3 bathrooms.
Price: 15 million baht.
Contact Nisa. Tel: 089-
674 4898.

HOUSE FOR SALE

In Soi Sansabai, Patong.
Call Yooyen for details on
087-895 0362 (English &
Thai). Email: panyaah249
@gmail.com

 HOUSE
FOR SALE

 House: 1-rai area, furnished,
2 bedrooms, 2 aircons. 1.9
million baht.  Please call 081-
667 1637, 082-539 6433.

NICE STUDIO APT,
B 1.5 MILLION

Studio of 36sqm. Phuket
Town at Green Places.
Quiet. Details on request.
Tel:   095-437 9062 (En-
glish). Email: lilly@mail.ru

 ENTERTAINMENT
PALACE

Magnificent penthouse in
Karon with panoramic sea
view apartment. Reduced
by 10 million baht for quick
sale, includes an additional
two-bedroom apartment.
Now 46 million baht. Free-
hold. Please call 080-124
1245. Email: kay@phu
ketandaman realestate.
com

ZCAPE
1-BEDROOM CONDO

LAGUNA
Brand-new, semi-fur-
nished, two 1-bedroom
condos (27.7sqm & 29.
41sqm), adjacent units
on 6th floor in Zcape de-
velopment, ready now.
Near Laguna, Boat Av-
enue and beaches. Thai
or foreign ownership
ok. Both priced at under
2 million baht. Tel: 085-
235 1532  (English &
Thai). Email: thanasak.
nk@gmail.com

FREEHOLD
POOL VILLA

From 1.1 million baht.
800m from Nai Harn
Beach. For more infor-
mation, please call 080-
124 1245. Email: kay@
phuketandamanreal
estate.com

BEAUTIFULLY
FURNISHED

CONDO
Attractively furnished, Fully
equipped, 4th floor, 37sqm,
1-bed condo in the Royal
Place. Tel: 081-828 0615
(English & Thai). Email:
dom 23781@msn.com

LARGE SEAVIEW
HOUSE AT LAYAN

3 rai, Chanote. Price: 54
million baht. Tel: 081-787
4383. Email: ruggdan@
gmail.com

LAND FOR SALE

73 square wah with Chanote
titles. 15 minutes to Panwa
Beach (Ao Makham bay).
Conveniently located, road
frontage. Please contact 081-
6912526. Email:s_jumpon
@yahoo.com

RESORT
For sale or rent in Patong,
1200sqm land, 20 rooms,
pool, restaurant, fully fur-
nished, equipment. Con-
tact email: guidolando2
@hotmail.com

HOUSE FOR SALE
2 bedrooms, fully fur-
nished, land 350sqm,
Chanote. Only 3.3 MB.
Tel: 093-713 2278, after
5pm.

LAND - PATONG
BEACH

Opposite White Box res-
taurant. Seaview & beach
front. 48 million baht/rai.
Plots of 22 rai, 10 rai, and 4
rai Tel: 084-847 9977 (En-
glish & Thai), 084-058 8892
(English & Thai). Email:info
@pacificlighthotel.com

BEACHFRONT
VILLA RAWAI

800sqm, 3-4 bedrooms,
2 living rooms, private
beach, from 35 million
baht. Sale: 29.9 million
baht. Email: gm@thenet
workproperty.com

SEAVIEW LAND
FOR SALE KAMALA

2.75 rai 4,500sqm. Nor Sor
3 Kor title, ready to be built,
building permit, electricity,
road access, only 10 mn
baht / rai. Tel: 088-768 0942.
Email: pascal.elephan tbouti
quehotel@gmail.com

POOL VILLA FOR SALE
4 bedrooms, 3 bath, large pool,
2 living rooms, nice location,
fully furnished, land 500sqm,
Chanote, house 300Sqm,
ADSL, SAT TV, autogate,
quick sale 9.5 MB. Tel: 093-
713 2278,after 5pm.

CHEAP LAND &
HOUSE FOR SALE

Land of 35 rai and a
house with aircon, 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms
and kitchen at Tambon
Bornok, Prachuap Khiri
Khan, 20km from Pra-
chuap Khiri Khan Town.
The land is 1.3km from
Petchkasem Road.
Price is only 10 million
baht. Nor Sor 3 title
deed. Please call 086-
615 9719.

TOWNHOUSE
PHUKET TOWN

FOR SALE / RENT

In Supalai City Hill es-
tate. Very quiet, safe,
convenient. 3 years old,
2 storeys, furnished, 3
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms,
WiFi, decorated, shady
garden, well-maintained
by original owner. For
sale: 2.8 million baht ono.
For more information,
please call 089-874 00
61. Email: stephenfein@
gmail.com

APARTMENT FOR SALE
IN BOAT LAGOON

2-bedroom, marina apart-
ment for sale in Boat La-
goon, north of Phuket Town,
in a residential maritime
township surrounded by
commercial plaza and sport-
ing facilities. Fully furnished,
private carport, large swim-
ming pool available for resi-
dents. Living area: 198sqm.
Freehold. Price: 11 million
baht. Tel: 080-789 4500 (En-
glish & French). Email: Chris
tophe.soula@hotmail.fr

VILLA WITH POOL
4 bedrooms, pool villa for sale,
Fully furnished, 12.5 million baht
or rent long term: 75,000 baht per
month. Tel: 089-729 2989.
Email: tabppg@gmail. com
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Properties For Rent

KATA BEACH
APARTMENT

Nice 1 bedroom, kitchen,
WiFi, spa, fully furnished,
500 baht per night. Tel: 086-
595 8512  081-970 4638
Email: nalumana2000@ya
hoo.com

FULLY FURNISHED
HOUSE

3-bedrooms, 400sqm, free
WiFi and cable TV. 25,000
baht per month. For more in-
formation, please call 081-
892 4311. http://palaigreen.
weebly.com

CHALONG HOUSE
FOR RENT

2 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
fully furnished, 3 air con 087-
2667191.

7,000 BAHT
PER MONTH

1-bedroom house, furnished,
WiFi + cable TV, quiet area.
For more information, please
call 081-892 4311. http://
panwagreen.weebly.com

HOUSE FOR
SALE / RENT

Near BIS single house. 3
bedrooms, fully furnish
ed, airconditioners, furni
ture, kitchen. 28,000baht
per month. For more in-
formation please call
081-892 1732. Email:
ann@siammileage. com

LOVELY APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Please contact 081-539
9612,  087-633 1472. Email:
chrispalmer56@gmail.com,
www.pukeyomefc2.web.fc2.
com/phuketcondorent.htm

NEWER HOME - MAI
KAO BEACH

5 bed, 4 bath, 29,000 baht /
month; near Mai Khao Beach
(NW coast). Tel: 099-480 4109
(English & Thai). Email: tac
oma_brian@yahoo.com

BIG HOUSE IN
HERITAGE KATHU

4 bedrooms, 5 baths, maid's
house, 2 kitchens, size 400
M2, community pool, garden,
furnished. Rental at 65,000
baht per month, or sale at
19.5 million. Both negotiable.
Tel: 083-103 7472 (Thai), 083-
181 6037(English). Email:
thailegobricks@hotmail.com

CONDO FOR RENT
IN TOWN

Furnished condo with
aircon, TV, fridge. Gym
and pool. 7,500 baht per
month until September.
For more information,
please call 081-978
1558. Email: keng.na.
ranong@hotmail.com

BRAND NEW
MODERN

POOL VILLA

Brand New Modern Pool
Villas (2 & 3 beds). Fully
furnished. Free WiFi,
Satellite TV, Pool & Gar-
den Maintenance. Be-
tween Cape Yamu & Ao
Po Marina. Tel: 081-893
5270, 093-014 5072.
Email: srdupouy@gm-
ail.com, www.tropical-
house.net

MODERN SEAVIEW
APARTMENT

Kata, quiet location, 2-
bdrm, from 1,900 per
night (1-year contract).
Please call 086-281 9311.
Email: bao200@gmail.
com

KATHU GOLF AND
VALLEY VIEW VILLA

1, 2 and 3 bed Kathu golf and
valley view villa. For rent, big
pool, 4 km to BIS. Quiet, on
top of a private hill. Fully fur-
nished. Maid, WiFi, security.
Long-term 35,000, 38,000 and
75,000 baht per month. For
more information, please call
087-269 8492.

FOR RENT,
RAWAI / NAI HARN

Vassana Residence and
Palm Breeze resort.
Starting at 30,000 baht
per month for long-term
rent. Sea view rooftop
deck and bar over looking
the Andaman Sea. 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms.
LCD TV in every room,
swimming pool, washing
machine in every apart-
ment. 160sqm in size,
free WiFi. Tel: 087-882
9604. Email: artlpmj@ya
hoo.com, www.premier
propertiesphuket.com

KARON OCEANFRONT
LUXURY APT

5-star, 1 bedroom. Pools,
quiet area. 24,000 baht per
month. Available now. Tel:
087-531 1124 (English&Thai).
Email: dfenocchio@hotmail.
com, www.karonhill.alter
vista.org/

HOUSE FOR RENT

3-bedrooms, 2-bath-
rooms, 4 aircon. Fully
furnished with small gar-
den, quiet area. Rent
15,000 baht / month. Tel:
086-690 0626.Email:
bcarrent@hotmail.com

1-BEDROOM
BUNGALOW RAWAI

Quiet, fully furnished, WiFi,
TV, kitchen, 9,000 baht per
month. Email: bricothailand
@hotmail.com

DLX SEAVIEW APT
2 bdrm in Kata, quiet lo-
cation, Tel: 086-281 9311.
Email: bao200@gmail.
com

APARTMENT AT KATHU
FOR RENT

The Green Golf Residence offers
48-168sqm studios and 1 to 3bed-
room apartments located in the
Phuket Country Club. Evergreen
fairway views and natural lake
views. fully furnished, WiFi. Tel:
076-319338 , 085-068 9794(En-
glish & Thai). Email:  m_ monpriya
@hotmail.com www. thegreen
golfresidence.com

BOUTIQUE ROOM FOR
RENT

Fully furnished and colorful,
Rang Hill Area. Tel: 089-668
3639. Email: zhunaumann
@gmail.com www. BaanPhi
takTaweep.com

3-BED VILLA RENT
KAMALA

Villa in Kamala, 3 bedrooms
all air con, 4 baths all ensuite,
bath tub in master, Fully fur-
nished, Euro kitchen, wash
machine, Internet, cable TV,
large garden so dog/cat OK,
abundant free water, central
hot water. Facebook: house
rentkamala. Price: 35,000
baht per month. Tel: 086-773
4538. Email: skgf@skgf.asia

7,000 BAHT
PER MONTH

1-bedroom house, furnished,
WiFi + cable TV, quiet area.
For more information, please
call 081-892 4311. http://
panwagreen.weebly.com

HOUSE
FOR RENT / SALE

THALANG

Fully furnished, 5 bed-
rooms, 4 bathrooms. Tel:
094-595 2451, 094-595
1444. Email: righthere
phuket@gmail.com

VILLA FOR RENT
NAI YANG

3-bed, fully furnished.
Long term rental. 21,000
baht per month. Please
call 084-847 4377 (En-
glish), 084-842 6147 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: info@
thaidreams.se 2-BED APT PATONG

100sqm, pool, fully furnished,
WiFi. 18,000 baht per month.
For more information, please
call 081-271 7092. Email:
bricothailand @hotmail.com

2-BED CONDO PHUKET
2 bed, 2 bath on 10th floor for
rent at Suan Luan Park, offering
both park and ocean views. 6
mins to biggest shopping mall,
and just 20 mins to the beach.
35,000 baht per month, long
term. For info and pics, call Noi
on 087-269 8492.

KATA  BUNGALOW
SOI 4

Fully furnished, 1 bedroom,
kitchen, bathroom, terrace,
WiFi and cable TV. Price:
9,000 baht per month. For
more information, please
call 081-606 2827(English &
Thai). Email: nij017@hot
mail.com
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Property Services

Property
Wanted

SEEKING LONG-TERM
VILLA RENTAL

Prefer unfurnished, single
storey only, 2 bedrooms + gar-
den. Must accept 2 Labrador
dogs. All areas considered ex-
cept Patong. Contact Keith. Tel:
081-929 2267. Teresa: 081- 867
7223. Email: kmh.thh.1@gmail.
com

VILLA / GUESTHOUSE /
HOTEL WANTED

For purchase or rent long term:
15-40 rooms, no more than a 30-
minute drive from Patong. Must
be in a quiet location and have a
sea view from at least 30% of the
rooms. Tel: +41-79-289 1259.
Email: hotel.phuket.wanted
@gmail.com

OFFICE / RETAIL
SPACE WANTED

Office / Retail space wanted
asap. Approx 20sqm. In Ka-
mala / Surin area. Tel: 082-
521 7745  (English). Email:
mrcraigwhite@hotmail.co.uk

Accommodation
Available

LOFT-STYLE FLATS –
KATHU

Furnished, quiet, secure, central
location, gym in complex, 8-13K
baht  / month long-term.  086-664
5575 (English). Email: hkmsn
@yahoo.com

NEW MODERN TOWN
HOUSE

New, fully furnished town
houses (completed in 2013)
for rent. 3 bedrooms, water
heater, 2 aircons, built-in
kitchen, WiFi, etc. 25,000
baht per month.  Tel: 085-055
9576. Email: intira.boonsith@
gmail.com

RENT PATONG-ROOMS
AT 9,000 BAHT

Or apartment with pool: 15,000
baht. Tel: 089-728 4005.  Email:
thamad17@yahoo.com

Holiday
 Homes &

Villa Rentals

BRAND NEW
MODERN POOL

VILLA

Brand New Modern Pool
Villas (2 & 3 beds). Fully
furnished. Free WiFi, satel-
lite TV, pool & garden
maintenance. Between
Cape Yamu & Ao Po Ma-
rina. Tel: 081-893 5270,
093-014 5072. Email: srdu
pouy@gmail.com  www.
tropical-house.net

POOL VILLA FOR
RENT/ RAWAI

4-bedroom / 4-bathroom. 100%
furnished, beautiful pool, modern
kitchen, 3 flat screen TVs. 85,000
baht per month. Long -term
lease.  Available now.Tel: 083-968
0325, +1 0860-488 6272(En-
glish). Email: Petescustompins
@aol.com

NEW, MODERN POOL
PENTHOUSE

Exclusive, spacious 1 & 2-bed
units, 3 min walk to beach.
Email: resortgm@gmail.com

Household
Items

MODERN KITCHEN
& APPLIANCES

For sale. Complete with all
modern appliances, fridge
and dining table. Please
call for photos. Bargain
price at 85,000 baht. Tel:
084-650 1048,  085-354
9694.

SEA VIEW 3-BED
VILLA, PATONG

Luxury villa of character w/
Patong sea view. Estate pool,
private and secure. 60,000
baht per week; 200,000 per
month; 1 million baht per year
– plus utilities, service extra.
Minimum deposit of 20,000
baht. Tel: 086-587 0196  (En-
glish & Thai). Email: nata
wapaeng@gmail.com

MOVING SALE
Many household items in excel-
lent condition. Aircon 3 units, 2
fridges, treadmill, and exercise
equip.,dining tables, portable
tables, gas stoves, gas tanks
(big), much more. Tel: 081-956
1077. Please email us for pic-
tures at kaew_kay @ hotmail.
com Call us. Everything must
go before Oct 20.

BABY BED FOR
SALE

Can turn into daybed.
Paid 20,000 baht, price
negotiable. Tel: 085-136
3031 (English).

BAR CONTENTS FOR
SALE

Pool tables, TVs, fridges, point
of sale tables and chairs, ETC,
In Patong. Tel: 085-562 6711.

2BDR BEACHFRONT
CONDO RAWAI

2bdr / 2bath ens, huge balcony
with direct walk out to pool,
beach, restaurant, in 5* resort
with access to gym, spa, ideal for
family, separate storage, furniture
incl, fast owner sale, leaving
Asia,13.9MM neg. Tel: 096-
532849(English). Email: laura
@tilaholdings.com

PDS PHUKET DRAIN
SPECIALIST

At Phuket drain specialists, we
can guarantee that you will re-
ceive a quick and efficient service
for everything from blocked drains
to drain repairs to pipe replace-
ment. Our team of highly qualified
staff have a wealth of experience
in dealing with blocked drains.
We operate a 24hr emergency
service and ensure a quick re-
sponse time. when you  have a
blocked drain, you know who to
call. Phuket drain specialists. we
guarantee we will beat any quote.
Tel: 081-090 9516  (English), 085-
224 6685(Thai).

BUILDING SERVICES
Professional contractor. Villa
pools. Construction. Refurbish-
ment. Extensions. Free consul-
tation. Quotes.Tel: 091-654 7383
(English & Thai).

PROPERTY, VILLA
MANAGEMENT

Experienced hoteliers / prop-
erty managers offer pre-opening,
management and rental ser-
vices of resorts, villas, apart-
ments & estate management
including juristic persons.
Email:  resortgm@gmail.com
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Gazette Online Classifieds – 10,000 readers every day!

DOG & HOUSE SITTER
WANTED

In the Laguna area: Looking for a
mature animal lover who has
their driver's licence (to take the
dogs to the beach for daily
walks),enjoys their days hanging
out at home and could move
into my villa while I'm away & take
care of my dogs & villa.Starting
mid-October for 1 week & again
at Christmas for 10 days. Please
contact kyle_ lagunda @icloud.
com

HOUSEHOLD
ASSISTANT

Salary: 30,000 Baht / month.
Please send CV. Duties: man-
agement of two entities in La-
guna and one in AoPo; main-
tain the working condition of all
equipment; interaction and
control of the contractors and
the payments; control and or-
ganization of the cleaning ser-
vice; check-in / check-out
guests, provide the support of
their accommodation and lo-
gistics; food purchases. Re-
quirements: English fluency;
Thai woman from 24 yrs; expe-
rience in similar work from 3 yr.
Email: hr@nexxdigital.com

CENTURY 21 BOAT
LAGOON

We hire: sales / rental agents +
office assistant requirements:
highly motivated, experience in
Phuket property, ability to work
independently, flexible, good
English, driver's licence. Tel:
086-747 9292. Send CV to
century21@smartproperty.net

TELEMARKETER
Earn up to 5,000 baht / day
working from home. The candi-
date will be responsible for
outbound calling in English and
Thai and will be held to specific
goals and quotas. Candidates
must have 2+ years of related
experience as a telemarketer
or otherwise in sales. Email:
recruitment@holiplanet.com

MARKETING
MANAGER

Real estate company looking
for foreign-national manager
with good English skills. Basic
salary + commission + work
permit. Tel: 089-594 6888.
Email: info@arthouse.asia

FULL TIME
HOUSEKEEPERS NEED
Villa in Nai Harn looking for
live-in staff, possibly a married
couple. Duties include: clean-
ing, laundry, cooking, and day-
to-day maintenance. Experi-
ence, references and English
required. Excellent salary and
accommodation. Tel: 081-970
7633(English & Thai). Email:
fortna nachat1@gmail.com

RENTALS CONSULTANT
100K+

From the success of Live
Phuket, we are launching Live
Samui and need a talented,
driven and smart person to join
the young holiday rentals team.
You must speak and write al-
most perfect English, ideally
someone who has either lived or
worked in Samui. Must be a
Thai National. Basic + Commis-
sion = 100,000 baht or more a
month. Email: paul @live
phuket.com www.livesamui.net

SALES
REPRESENTATIVES

English speaking TO and Sales
Reps needed. Experience in
timeshare only.  Start immedi-
ately. Tel: 076-342794 , 088-450
1833. Email: hr@davidvacation
club.com

BOAT CREW
Two positions available
on the Chalong-based
premier power catama-
ran Blue World – a Chi-
nese Speaking Tour
Guide and a qualified
Boat Engineer. Both va-
cancies are for Thai Na-
tionals. Excellent condi-
tions and rates of pay.
Please send photo and
CV to Mike. Tel: 085-475
0447 (English).

COOKS URGENTLY
NEEDED

Busy farang style restaurant
needs 2 full time cooks. Some ex-
perience necessary but training
given. Good salary and can start
imm ediately.Tel: 086-509 7510
(English & Thai), 087-283 6074.
Email: simon @colonial-connec
tion.com

HOUSEKEEPER
NEEDED

To manage and ensure the
cleanliness of our operation.
Must be a dynamic team
worker with a pleasant per-
sonality. Contact us. Tel: 081-
893 5492  (English & Thai).
Email: jtissier @aquamaster.
net

OPC'S WANTED. KOH
SAMUI.

OPCs wanted for Koh
Samui. Good sales people.
Must speak English. Good
salary. Tel: 077-413598 , 093-
680 2498. Email: opcbigsy
@yahoo.com

EXPERIENCED CS
STAFF WANTED

Native English Speaking
Customer Service Agent
needed for E-commerce
Fashion Retailer. Work Per-
mit. High Salary. 5-day Work
Week. Work on Macs. Tel:
076-282759. Email: carla@
holyclothing.com Web for
full Details Here: http://bit.ly/
ROwNBD

FOOD & BEVERAGE
MANAGER

We are hiring Food & Bev-
erage Manager. Good salary
with work permit. Experience
working with Thai staff
preferred.Tel: 081-905 8353.
Email: hrbangt ao@ocean
resortgroup.net

LIVE IN HOUSEKEEPER
Thai lady to live in with small family
in Kathu. Duties include cleaning,
laundry, pets, some childcare
and cooking.Tel: 094-593 0729
(English). Email: ritalouised
obson@ hotmail.com

OPC MANAGER
Real estate company look-
ing for OPC manager.
Good English skills. Tel:
089-564 6888. Email:
info@arthouse.asia
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Looking for a JOB?
Looking for a better candidate?

Find more Recruitment Classifieds at WWW.PhuketGazette.Net!

HOST FOR TOUR
GROUP

Looking for part time host /
guest attendant in Phuket.
English speaking. High pay.
Email us.Tel: 098-487 4168
(English). Email: aarenlee@
ilike-phuket.com

CHINESE REAL
ESTATE SALES

Siam Real Estate require ex-
perienced Chinese speaking
sales person with good English
and computer literacy. Tel: 076-
288908. Send CV to jobs
@siamrealestate.com

FULL TIME
HOUSEKEEPERS

NEED
Villa in Nai Harn looking for
live-in staff, possibly a mar-
ried couple. Duties include:
cleaning, laundry, cooking,
and day- to-day mainte-
nance. Experience, refer-
ences and English required.
Excellent salary and ac-
commodation. Tel: 081-970
7633(English & Thai).

CONDOMINIUM
MANAGER

A medium-sized condo-
minium development in
the Cape Panwa area is
looking to appoint a CJP
Manager to take over the
day-to-day running of the
estate. Applicants should
ideally have related expe-
rience and possess a
good knowledge of En-
glish.  Tel:089-695 0088 .
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BulletinsBusiness Opportunities

GUESTHOUSE
CLOSING

Many items for sale. Call or
send email to receive a list,
photos and prices. Tel: 085-
159 7400(English). Email:
dshumny@yahoo.com

Bar &
Restaurant
Equipment

BAR RAWAI FOR SALE
Busy garden bar- rest 6x6 year
lease 5 year left on lease  now
2 bedroom house attached rent
20,000 month paid to April
2015 sell  990,000 bath. Tel:
080-026 6704 (English).Email:
breggmorgan1968@hotmail
.com

BAR & RESTAURANT
FOR RENT

Clubhouse within a private
apartment estate in Bang Tao
is looking for a tenant to oper-
ate a restaurant or coffee shop
facility. Full kitchen and seating
area on-site. Please see our
website at www.barrestaurant.
simplesite.com for Tender
Requirements. Email: aey
@aclegaladvisors .com and
bp_oc@ymail.com

WESTERN-STYLE
BAKERY FOR SALE

Land and House, Chalong.
Exsisting customers for regu
lar delivery. For more details,
Tel: 081-895 1848.

BAR FOR SALE SOI
FREEDOM

1st bar inside soi. 3 year lease.
5.5 million baht. Rent 48,000
baht per month. Reduction for
6 or 9 year lease! Phone for
more details. Tel: 087-676
1926 (English & Thai) or  088-
820 2725 (English). Email:
shaunrice@btintenet.com

RESORT
67/18 Moo 4 Soi Sermsuk. 2
rai. Chanote. 8 bungalows,
22 rooms, restaurant, pool,
well, company, reduced to
26mn. Tel: 076-381934, 086-
940  1860. Fax: 076-381934.
Email: bigasail@samart.
co.th, www.biga-sailing.com

MINI MART FOR SALE
Patong Beach. Well estab-
lished business. Regular cus-
tomers daily. Two new hotels
opening soon within 50 meters.
Sell with all fixtures, fittings and
stock. 1.5 million baht. Tel: 089-
469 4105 or email hswaine
@hotmail.com

PATONG
MASSAGE SHOP

NANAI
8-beds, 5 chairs, staff ac-
commodation. Wide shop
front, rear access. Quick
sale needed. 350,000 baht or
best offer. Email: roy_bald
man@yahoo.com

KARON
GUESTHOUSE

2 mins walk to beach, lo-
cated on the tourist road,
5 storeys, 7 furnished
bedrooms. 13 million
baht. Tel: 081-171 9705.

2 SHOPHOUSES
FOR RENT

One minute walk to beach.
Ideal for restaurant, bar, mas-
sage. 2nd fl furnished as 2-
bedroom apartment w/2
baths and kitchen. Tel: 084-
189 7696(English & Thai).
Email: janum0012@hotmail.
com

CHINESE
PROPERTY REP

Phuket's leading agency is
now looking for one position
only to represent us and deal
with our Chinese speaking
clients. You should have ex-
tensive knowledge in sales
and know Phuket island well.
Reading and speaking Chi-
nese is a must. Terms and
conditions will be presented
at the interviews. Please
send your resume to the
email address below. Tel:
076-341045, 081-459 0152.
Email: info@phuket-condos-
homes.com

SMALL RESORT
COMPLEX KAMALA
Available from January
1,2015. Lease: 1 year
minimum. Total 7 apart-
ments of different types:
1-bed, 2-bed and studio
apartments. Swimming
pool and separate
Jacuzzi, landscaped
gardens. Private road.
Established business
with ongoing occupancy
bookings in place which
transfer to the lessee.
Contact for details. Tel:
084-837 5985. Email:
robbiesfant@gmail.com

BAR & RESTAURANT
Bar, commercial kitchen
and restaurant. 2 storeys,
3 bathrooms, 2 bedrooms,
2 decks, includes furniture.
In good location. For sale
580,000 baht. Rent only
20,000 baht per month. For
more information please call
085-348 51 37 (Thai), 081-
086 3812 (English). Email:
matt hew.wilson@xtra.co.nz

RAWAI RESTAURANT
For sale area 3,800sqm. Big
garden & parking. Good lease,
low rent. Sale 1.5MB. Tel: 089-
646 7176. Email: big_redchili
@yahoo.comBANGLA ROAD BAR

FOR SALE

BAR FOR SALE : MID
BANGLA ROAD. 1st row,
beside Tiger 1 - opposite
Séduction and Tiger
discothèque. Contract: 3
years. Monthly rent:
80,000 baht. Asking price:
5.9 million baht. Please
call. Tel: 061-216  2881.
(English & Thai). Email:
momo_f@hotmail.com

BUSINESS
FOR SALE

Looking for a business?
Since 2005, Business Bro-
kers in Phuket have been
finding the best opportunities
and prices. Tel: 081-278 71
17(English). Email:uniccoli
@gmail.com, www.phu ket-
islandproperty.com

LUMPOON'S
COFFEE HOUSE

For sale, Fully equipped.
Great location at Chalong
Circle. 081-476 5808.
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Personal Sevices Business Products & Services

INSURANCE SERVICE
Car, Motorbike, Health,Tra-
vel, Property Service at
home,call to make appoint-
ment. Tel: 087-267 4342(En-
glish). Email: agentsmithr
@gmail.com

WORLDWIDE
AIR TICKETS

Our service is for domestic
and international flight tick-
ets. Open daily from 8:30am
to 9pm. Delivery service. Tel:
081-537 2655, 085-571 4489.

Miscellaneous For Sale
BRIDE AND

HAIR STYLIST
Professional hair stylist. Nail  color
service at  the shop or at  your
place. Tel: 089-288 1629  (En-
glish &Thai). Email: Panneesingi
@gmail.com

Golf Stuff

CALLAWAY
GOLF CLUBS

Big Bertha, 3 woods, 9 irons,
putter and bag, 5 years old.
Tel: 084-818  6045.

Audio / Video
Equipment

HI-FI AV RECEIVER
Cambridge Audio 540R V.20,
excellent cond: 7,900 baht.
9-inch Acer moniter: 18,506
baht. Tel: 080-041 4240.

Building
Products &
Services

WOOD WORK AND
MORE

Built in Furniture for homes,
kitchens, flooring, deck-
ings, wardrobes,etc. Teak
deck-ings for boats and in-
terior work, anti-fouling and
osmosis repairs, and fiber-
glass and gel coat works.
We're also an authorized
applicator of Xypex, crystal-
lization waterproof sys-
tems. Yes, All for Wood
and More! Tel: 076-243089,
081-968 3118, 081-271
3228. Fax: 076-238947.
Email: info@procarpente
ring.com

Personals

BACKGAMMON
Players wanted. Tel: 081-
577 8443. Email: phuket
connection@ yahoo.com

VISA SERVICES
UAE and Singapore for 3
days. Please call 080-
697 1860. Email: sky75
@list.ru

40FT SEA CONTAINER
For sale: secondhand sea
container 40ft. I can send a
photo. Tel: 084-744 4648
(English). Email: vb331@hot
mail.com

SOFTWARE
DEVELOPMENT

Professional and efficient. E-
commerce, websites, desktop
software. Tel: 085-073 9994.
Email: jan. faroe@gmail.com

JOIN RAWAI
BACKGAMMON

CLUB
For free. Tel: 081-370 9661.

Personal
Services
Wanted

HOUSE BAND & DJ
WANTED

House Band & DJ wanted
for Beer Garden Restau-
rant in Khao Lak for high
season. Contact Joe or
Oot on  085-808 7363
(English & Thai). Email:
kolaz58@gmail. com

Computers

IMAC
21.5" / 13,000 baht. 4GB
RAM / 500GB HD. Wireless
keyboard & mouse. For
more information please call
076-510143.

SAMSUNG
COMPUTER

2 years old, complete with
printer. 18-inch screen. Price:
12,000 baht ONO.Tel: 084-
818 6045.
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Saloon Cars

Wheels & Motors
Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 140 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_| (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Motorbikes

Pick-upsRentals

CAR  RENTAL  ALL
MODELS

AUT or MT, first-class insur-
ance, delivery service.
Tel:087-281 1211. Email:
porry1978@hotmail. com

CAR RENT@FAIR
PRICES

Book your rental car for high
season. We give you a fair
price and we have first class
car rent insurance.Tel: 085-
655 2613 (English & Thai) or
084-484  7437 (English).
Email: info@thai dreams.se

HONDA
FORZA 300

Black color, excellent
condition, year 2013,
8 , 3 0 0 k m . P r i c e :
125,000  baht. Tel:
076- 217 288 Mobile:
085-965  3659 (English)
or 085-959  6354 (Thai).
Fax :076 -217288 .
Email: ddlookpong@
gmail.com

NISSAN TEANA
FOR SALE

Nissan Teana For Sale THB
1,350,000. Finance available.
11 months old. 2.5L. Full op-
tions. Contact owner 087-893
8747.

HONDA JAZZ 2004
130k but still looks and drives
like new. 200,000 ono. Tel:
081-958 6512 (English), 081-
787 8559(Thai). Email: mns
wilson@gmail.com

CHEVROLET CAPTIVA
Red SUV, 7 seats, 2007
model, 2.4l V6, Tiptronic /
Automatic. Excellent Condi-
tion. One farang owner since
new. 500,000 baht o.n.o. Tel:
081-837 5774. Email: slarti
@onthenet.com.au

TOYOTA VIOS
1.5L, 2005

4 door; 5 speed. Auto
windows, new air condi-
tioning and clutch, one
foreigner lady. 225,000
baht o.b.o. Call the num-
ber above. For more infor-
mation, please call 089-
970 5795. Email: free
mancapital@gmail.com

2011 NISSAN 370Z

42,000 km, fully loaded, 7
spd auto / man, black
leather int. Bose sound.
343 HP, 20" whls, beautiful
car. 2.75 million baht
ONO. Please call 081-
438 7062. Email: timtka
chuk@yahoo.com

CLASSIC CARS
ADVERT PHUKET

Call  091-1610868 now  if
you want to sell your clas-
sic Mercedes  or  other
classic cars: Jaguar, Aus-
tin, Healey, 1950-1969, etc.
Thai spoken. Email: kurttra
veller@hotmail.com

2003 BMW X5
BLACK

Electric, LPG, leather. Tel:
084-054  8122.

HONDA CITY
FOR SALE

Automatic 2006. Aircon.
CD player. Price for sale
235,000 baht. Tel: 081-
607 8567. Email: suksa
vat@hotmail.com

 2011 PAJERO 4X4

Mitsubishi Pajero 2.5GT
4x4 model. Expat owned
for 3 years. 60,000 kilo
metres. Recent service
and new turbo. Usual GT
refinements, aircon front
and back, electric every-
thing. Good condition.
Green book, etc. Price:
720,000 baht. Tel: 081-
787 6055, 081-787 6055
(English&Thai). Email:
wheelykingzoom@hot
mail.com

BMW  635D
COUPE FOR SALE

2011,49,500 km, no acci-
dents, recent service. Fan-
tastic car! 4,200,000 baht.
Negotiable. Philipp: 095-
090 5358 (English / Rus-
sian), Tawit: 089-873 2919
(Thai). Email: imhotep.th
@gmail.com

VW CONVERTIBLE

04 model, automatic, 115
HP, 75,000km. For more
information, please call
091-040 8869.

BENZ
220 E 2-DOOR

Year 1995 Benzine LPG,
leather BBS wheel, excel-
lent condition 660,000
baht. Tel: 087-890 8554
(English & Thai).

HONDA CITY
2007 AUTO

EXCELLENT CONDI-
TION. One lady owner.
Regular Honda service.
90,000km. First Class
insurance til Jan 2015.
Price for sale 320,000
baht o.n.o. For more in-
formation, please call
089-874 2942. Email:
c h a n t a l . f e r n a n d e s
@gmail.com

2002 VOLKSWAGEN
PASSAT

LPG, leather, aircon, auto-
matic. 160,000 baht. Will
trade for Big Bike or 4x4. Tel:
087-983 4815. Email: gregor
fanton@gmail.com

ISUZU D-MAX CAB 4

4WD, 2008, automatic,
105,000km, 4 new tyres.
Price: 460,000 baht. For
more information, please
call 081-894 6968.

ISUZU D-MAX
PRESTIGE Z

Year 2012, 60,000km.
Price: 850,000 baht. For
more information, please
call 088-753 7491 (En-
glish). Email: rus.zapes
tate@mail.ru
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SOLUTION TO
THIS WEEK’S

Cryptic crossword

Abbreviations: UPPER CASE  (if used as part of anagram, in
brackets).
Normal spelling: lower case.
Anagrams: italic (indicated in clue by words ‘out’, ‘possibly’,
‘strangely’, ‘wild’, or similar).
Letters left out: underlined.
Across: 9. PROSTYLES: Pro.-styles  10. LUBRICATE: buticlear
12. ROLE: lore   13. QUiNCE: quin-C.E.  14. OCTOBER: O.C.-
tobe-R  15. INABILITY: tinyibail  17. EQUALISER: erequails
18. ETHICAL: thelaic  19. CUTTER: cutter  20. STAG: S-tag
23. STRESSFUL: lessturfs  25. DRYASDUST: sadstudy(R)
26. RARE: R-are  27. GREASY: sayreg  29. SWINDLE: winds-le
32. PRAGMATIC: agrimpact  34. TRUENORTH: truthnor(E)
35. IMPERIL: imp-rile  36. LAKORN: learn(K.O.)  37. STIR: stir
38. HARNESSED: hedressan  39. NONEWORSE: wornseeno
Down: 1. SPORTIVE: display-I’ve  2. WOOLGATHERER:
gotrarewhole  3. ALLUVIAL: all-U-vial  4. ASTRAY: tryasa
5. FLEETEST: flotilla-set  6. ABSOLUTELY: A.B.’s-yellout
7. PISTOLS: slop(1st.)  8. HEARDARIGHT: make out-Da-just
11. ABBES: abbess   16. INCEST: in-C-Est. 19. COL: Co.-L
21. THUNDERSTORM: rendhurtmost   22. ASSIGN: as-indication
23. STRIPLIGHT: strip-light  24. FIRSTCLASS: initial-form
25. DAY: D.A.-Y  28. ACCOLADE: a-C-C.O.-deal  29.
SPURRING: sp-Ur-ring  30. EXHORTED: Ex.-redhot  31.
EMERGES: E-merges  33. AOPOR: apoor  34. TAKING: getting hold

Looking for a boat?
See more classified ads at www.phuketgazette.net

NEW KARNIC 2052
Deep V Hull, Hydraulic steering,
Bimini, stereo & marine heads.
Special low season price, in-
cludes launching trolley 699,950
THB inc VAT. Now in stock at our
Boat Lagoon Showroom. For
details contact Alan Giles.
Andaman Boat Sales. Tel: 084
842 6146. Email: boats@anda
manboatsales.com

NEW YACHTSMAN
TENDERS

Aluminium hull RIB’s and “Air
Floor” inflatables Welded PVC
and Hypalon options. Good
quality at very competitive
prices. Now in stock at our Boat
Lagoon Showroom For details
contact Alan Giles. Andaman
Boat Sales. Tel: 084 842 6146.
Email: boats@andamanboat
sales.com

SELLING YOUR BOAT?
With high season just around the
corner, now is the right time to get
her listed. Boatshed phuket.com
are always looking for new list-
ings, big or small, power or sail, to
meet the demand for competi-
tively priced, quality boats. Contact
Alan Giles on 084-842 6146.
alangiles@boatshedphuket. com

NORTHSHORE 46
(1987)

Well-maintained lifting keel sloop,
56hp Yanmar4JH Diesel (2005),
Just reduced to 95,000 AU$. For
details contact Alan Giles. Tel: 084
842 6146 alangiles @boatshed
phuket.com Boatshedphuket.
com

A STEAL FOR
A QUICK SALE

2007.Italian demo yacht.
Cranchi 47ft. Hard top.
Fully loaded with tropical
aircon, genset, electrical
winches, garage, roof.
Ray Marine premium
navy, BBQ, ice maker, 3
fridges, Bose sound,
neon light. Twin 570hp with
reliable shaft drive, under
300hrs. Brand-new condi-
tion. Price: 335,000 euros.
Tel: 089-971 0278. Email:
eddye lan@yahoo.com

VOLVO PENTA
380HP

Marine engines for sale:
Volvo Penta TAMD71B,  6
cylinder, 380hp, 2500 rpm,
turbo charged. 1) Engine
number 207112 4065, with
reverse gear box Twin Disc
MG-507, 198:1, 5M74752.
2) Engine number 2071
1240 64 with reverse gear
box Twin Disc MG-507,
198:1, number 5M7 474.
Net Weight: 850kg per en-
gine. Two silencers: MGS
IN /OUT 5’, 45°. Price: 1
million baht per engine. Tel:
081-306 1150 (English &
Thai). Email: rm2@food
comthailand.com

HYPALON
DINGY 3.3M

Brand-new, UV cover, stor-
age cover, pump, oars,
kits. Only 110,000 baht.
Tel:089-971 0278.  Email:
eddyelan@yahoo.com

JEANNEAU 52.2 (2002)
The owner has spent a fortune
on her, New teak decks, B&G
instruments, leisure furl in
boom furling, upholstery and
head linings, new stove, battery
charger and inverter, a 42" flat
screen TV and much much
more. A great boat and good
value at US$260,000 FIRM.
Tel: 084 842 6146 alangiles
@boatshedphuket.com Boat
shedphuket.com

CAPELLI RIB FOR
SALE

Capelli RIB, 8m. 250hp
Yamaha 4-stroke outboard
motor with 361 hours.
Garmin GPS with Blue
chart for Southeast Asia.
860,000 baht. Tel: 076-
348134, 084-626 4969
(English)Fax : 076-348134.
Email: neef@wanadoo.fr

AIS CLASS B DEAL
AIS DEAL by Electrical Marine
Co, Ltd. Has the Simrad Class
B NAIS-400 complete with GPS
and VHF antennas that will inter-
face with all marine systems with
NMEA2000 & NMEA 0183.
32,500 baht+VAT sales @elec-
trical-marine.com Tel:  076-
272177 , 081-892 0534(English
& Thai). Fax: 076-272178.
Email: sales@electrical-marine.
com

FREESTYLE
STAND UP JETSKI

Yamaha 760 jet-ski, completely
rebuilt in 2014. Carbon hull,
double carburetor, ignition coil,
magnum pump 144 mm, cylin-
der head, foot holder and much
more. Sale 159,000 baht. Tel:
089-645 4848 Mobile (English &
Thai), 086-949 2828(Thai).
Email: germanwaterteam@
yahoo.de

CHEAP DIVE
COMPRESSORS

Bauer Mariner 250, year
2006, price baht 140,000.
L&W 245 year 2002 + an-
other L&W 245 as spare
parts. Total baht 70,000. Both
in working condition.Tel: 081-
370 3376(English),  081-
970 7480(Thai). Fax: 076-
280074.

HOBIE CAT 16
New mainsail, beach wheels,
mast float, boat cover, racing
harness, lifejackets. 150,000.
Tel: 087-976 0066 (English).
Email: peterfb999@yahoo.
co.uk

SALE BY OWNER
Due to low usage – 2007
Gulf Craft 33/F W/A, 2x225
Suzuki (300 hours), aircon,
generator, jack plates, RIB
dinghy, many extras. 6.1
million baht. Tel: 089-873
3713 (English). Email:
erwin.a.hardy@gmail.com

DECK HAND
For 31m motor yacht. Yacht Ha-
ven Marina. To handle lines and
anchor, clean inside and out. Live
aboard. Thai National. 30,000
baht per month. Tel:  087-417
8715 (English).

CLASSIC S & S SWAN
57 KETCH

The last of the Sparkman &
Stevens Swans, a beautifully
presented, elegant yacht with
many recent upgrades. Only
US$349,000, will buy this top
quality head turner. For details
contact Alan Giles. Boatshed
phuket.com. Tel 084-842
6146. Email: alangiles@boat
shedphuket.com

RIGID INFLATABLE
BOAT

4.8 meter Rigid Inflatable Boat
with center console. Fiber-
glass hull. Low hours on 40
HP Yamaha engine. Steel
trailer. Just serviced and ready
to get on the water. 160,000
baht o.n.o. Tel:  080-432 4772
(English & Thai).
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 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_| (heading)

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

 |_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|_|

Please use this form to write your classified advertisement.

Classified ads are charged per line. Each line is 140 baht,
with a minimum of 4 lines (heading included) per ad.

All advertising must be paid for in advance.

GGGGGeneraleneraleneraleneraleneral AAAAAviationviationviationviationviation

• Aircraft for Sale • Aircraft Sharing
• Aircraft Wanted • Aircraft Charter
• Aviation Services • Flying Lessons

Private Aircraft and Flight Services in Phuket

HAVE A PASSION
FOR AVIATION?

If you have an aircraft for
sale or an interest in avia-
tion and wish to learn
how to fly or buy an air-
craft or arrange a private
flight, etc. Website:
www.aeropromgr.com/
newsletter

AIRPLAY ALTIS
MICROLIGHT

Superb trike with Konig ra-
dial engine. Great economi-
cal fun. Little used. Please
contact for more informa-
tion. Tel: 089-111 6457 (En-
glish & Thai), 081-397 7598
(English & Thai). Email:
kajoda1954@yahoo.co.uk

1999 ROBIN 2160i
I would like to sell my Robin
aircraft or trade it for a 4-seat
Cessna or Piper (based in
Hua Hin). The Robin: TTAF
300hrs. SMOH 60hrs. This
is a well-equipped, two-seat
aerobatic aircraft. Has the
Christen inverted oil system.
Excellent inside and outside.
King KMA24 audio panel,
KX155 nav/com, KI203 vor,
KY197A comm, KN64A
dme, KR87 adf, KT76A tran-
sponder, CSPA400 i-com,
FP5 fuel computer, CHT,
OAT, Pitot heat. Price: 4
million baht. Please contact
Thom. Email: thos_w@
hotmail.com

YOUR HELICOPTER
Flying and owning your own
helicopter has just become
possible. Free complete flight
instruction course with your
purchase. Email: pat@
aeropromgr.com

TECNAM P-92
- Price: 1.5 million baht
- Registration: U-B08
- Year of Manufacture: 2002
- Equipment: Full standard
equipment
- Engine: Rotax 912-80HP
350hrs. Tel: 081-840 8418.
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Banyan Tree and Angsana
Celebrate 20th anniversary

Ho Kwon Ping (left), executive chairman of both the Banyan Tree Phuket and Angsana
Laguna Phuket, recently attended a merit-making ceremony in celebration of the two
hotels’ 20th anniversary. Claire Chiang (right), senior vice president and managing
director – retail operations, also took part in the event. Activities celebrating the 20th anniversary included making donations to Cherng Talay schools.

Albert Ocasio, general manager of Angsana Laguna Phuket celebrated the 20th annivesary
with his wife, Monika, at the Banyan Tree Phuket.

Banyan Tree’s Got Talent Judges (from left): Poo, lead singer of Thai rock band Blackhead;
Singaporean TV presenter Jamie Yeo; and Chinese singer/songwriter Hao Yun, get ready to judge
the masses.
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Words from the wise
“I like coffee because it gives me the illusion that I might be

awake.” – Lewis Black

“Science may never come up with a better office communication
system than the coffee break.”

– Earl Wilson

SUDOKU: Each row, column and 3x3 sub-grid must contain the
number 1-9 once only. © Kevin Stone (brainbashers.com)

Cryptic Crossword

Across
9. Professional elegance in
Greek porticos (9)
10. But I clear to change oil (9)
12. Part to play in lore (4)
13. One of five children, civil
engineer, produces fruit (6)
14. The month the Officer
Commanding to be right (7)
15.  Lacking power to perform,
tiny, I bail out (9)
17.  Quails ‘ere producing a goal
that levels the score (9)
18.  The laic could be
principled (7)
19. A sharp vessel? (6)
20. Second, label the animal (4)
23. Demanding less turfs be
broken up (9)
25. Sad study may be about
right, but very boring (3,2,4)
26. Runs are hard to come
by (4)
27. Say Reg could be
unctuous (6)
29. Winds round the French to
deceive (7)
32. A grim pact arranged for the
hard-headed (9)
34. In truth nor moving about
East as the correct direction for
the pole (4,5)
35. Rascal could possibly rile and
endanger (7)
36. Learn without echo about
knock-out Thai soap opera (6)
37. Agitate in prison (4)
38. Hitched up, he dress an
unusual way! (9)
39. Worn, see no change at the
lowest level (4,5)

Medium

Hard

LIBRA (Sept 24-Oct 23):
Your charm and
confidence in-
crease as Venus
enters your sign,
encouraging you to

reach out, network and make
some positive new connections.
You’ll need to liaise with family
members on an important deci-
sion though. Yet, excitement
builds as a friendly connection
brings options for fresh adven-
tures and lively experiences. More
than one admirer beckons too.
 
SCORPIO (Oct 24-Nov 22):

An innovative ap-
proach to earning
money gets the
week off to a good
start. Thinking out-

side of the box could spotlight
solutions that transform any
angst into a savvy awareness, and
encourage an upturn. Meanwhile,
the Quarter Moon encourages
you to balance intuition with practi-
cal know-how for best results.
However, it does help to expect
the unexpected.
 
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 23-Dec 21):

Your social life
sparkles as Venus
moves in, making
for warm and
friendly meetings

By Patrick Arundell

and an increased chance of romance.
However, your focus seems set on
activities that can help you break
free from the shackles of routine
or from habits that sometimes see
you in a rut. Indeed, an impulsive
move over the weekend could leave
you feeling exhilarated.
 
CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 20):

You can benefit
from making closer
and warmer con-
nections with those
who are linked with

your most ambitious goals and
plans, as doing so could positively
impact the outcome. The midweek
Quarter Moon in your sign ampli-
fies this theme, by encouraging
you to compromise when seek-
ing solutions. Yet, there is no
doubting your leadership potential.
 
AQUARIUS (Jan 21-Feb 19):

Your connection
with a significant
other can lead you
to travel new paths
and byways, which

could have a significant and
positive effect on your future.
Exploring together could be very
rewarding at this time. Later, as
Mercury shuffles backwards, this
can perhaps cause delays to your
professional hopes. Surprisingly, in
time, you might benefit from this.

PISCES (Feb 20-Mar 20):
You seem to be
firing on all cylin-
ders when it comes
to moving ahead
with your job or

personal ambitions – as long as
you can remain flexible. What’s
even more interesting is that your
beliefs can also change, and leave
you more confident about achiev-
ing results. Although red tape could
hold you back at times, persever-
ance can reap its own rewards.
 
ARIES (Mar 21-Apr 20):

All kinds of rela-
tionships can ben-
efit as Venus moves
into Libra, as this
will help you focus

on the best solutions for all. This
co-operative dimension could
come in useful later in the week
when a challenging situation may
need such interpersonal skills.
Meanwhile, over the weekend
you can find yourself ready for
fresh adventures and a slice of
variety, Aries.

TAURUS (Apr 21-May 21):
You may be
tempted to shy
away from any diet
and exercise disci-
plines, as Venus

enters your lifestyle sector.
Yet, the midweek Quarter Moon
in Capricorn could be enough
to pique your conscience and
encourage you back on track. If
you recommit to your goal at this
point, you’ll likely have enough
staying power to succeed.
 
GEMINI (May 22-June 21):

Romantic options
sparkle from this
week, whatever
your relationship
status, as do cre-

ative opportunities. Yet, you’ll
need to integrate work and play,
relaxation and responsibility if
you’re going to make the most
of the days ahead. Later, as
Mercury enters its retro phase,
keep a watchful eye on personal
information and data.

CANCER (June 22-July 23):
Entertaining, re-
decorating and add-
ing harmonious
touches to your
home can increase

your sense of wellbeing. The
wishes of others at home are also

important, especially if you’re
going to make lasting progress.
A weekend flurry of excitement
could help you succeed at a goal
that has a liberating effect on
you, but a generational gap can
cause a clash.
 
LEO (July 24-Aug 23):

A conciliatory mood
can help disperse
bad feelings associ-
ated with a niggling
personal issue.

Meanwhile, as Mercury reverts
in your home zone, you may
find that DIY projects or even
buying or selling will be subject
to delays over the coming
weeks. Yet, the weekend’s lively
buzz gives you every chance to
live in the moment, Leo.
 
VIRGO (Aug 24-Sept 23):

You may feel like
relaxing your bud-
get and giving
yourself more lee-
way to splurge. Yet,

the Quarter Moon could boost
your creativity in this regard,
helping you to find innovative
ways to get what you need
without it costing the earth.
Later, Mercury’s retrograde in
your talk and thought sector
can give you a fresh perspective
on an old issue.

Down
1. Diversion I have is playful (8)
2. Got rare whole move from
absent minded person (4,8)
3. All turn small vessel left
by flood (8)
4.  Try as a move off course  (6)
5. Flotilla set out to be the
fastest (8)
6. Sailors yell out wildly,
unreservedly (10)
7.  Slop out, covering first the
small guns (7)
8.  Make out, father, just to
have perceived correctly what
was said (5,5)
11. Abbess not second to French
clergymen (5)
16. Fashionable Charlie shortly
established an unnatural relation-
ship (6)
19. Company left pass (3)

21. Rend, hurt most badly in
weather with lightning (7,5)
22. As indication to allocate (6)
23. Fluorescent illumination for
an exotic dancer? (5,5)
24. Initial form top notch (5,5)
25. District Attorney unknown
for twenty four hours (3)
28. A cold commanding officer,
deal out honor (8)
29. Giving an incentive, spring
covers old Mesopotamian
city (8)
30. Encouraged old girlfriend,
red hot perhaps! (8)
31. Comes out, note comes
together (7)
33. A poor move in a Phuket
district (5)
34. Getting hold of the
attractive (6)
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By Isaac Stone Simonelli

VILLA Market is set to slice off
another slab of the imported gro-
ceries market in Phuket when it
expands to Boat Lagoon. The new
branch, set to open in early 2015,
is designed to tap into the yachtie-
catering market and to position
itself as the go-to grocer, as
development in Koh Kaew booms.

Phuket is already home to two
of the three Villa Market stores
with the highest spending per
capita, with Laguna taking the
number one position and Hua Hin
keeping the Chalong branch at
bay, making it the third highest out
of 34 stores in Thailand.

Both the Chalong and Laguna
stores, however, are “A” class Villa
Markets, while the new one to open
at Boat Lagoon will be classified
as a “C” class at about 900 square
feet (84 square meters). Current
projections expect it to generate
about two-thirds the revenue of the
Laguna branch.

Despite being about 25 per cent
smaller than the Laguna branch,
the new market will still have the
exact same setup and many of the
same products, just fewer brands.
However, there will be a shift in
priority toward ready-made meals,
confirmed Villa MarketArea
Manager Adrian Lanter.

“We want to focus more on
ready meals. We plan to have a huge

New Villa Market at Boat Lagoon seeks to capitalize on steady yacht traffic

Phuket’s third Villa Market, to be located at the entrance to Boat Lagoon, is ready to cash in on yachties.

THAILAND’S transport minister
has proposed a new tourism train
line to be constructed in the south.

The rail line would connect
Surat Thani to the Takua Thung
district, just north of Phuket.

Transport Minister Air Chief
Marshal Prachin Junthong, along
with other high ranking officials,
visited the Baan Tha Nun com-
munity in Takua Thung District,
Phang Nga province, an area
of land owned by the State
Railway of Thailand (SRT).

Information was gathered in
order to create a formal request
which was presented to the
cabinet on Tuesday.

ACM Prachin stated that he
was ready to present the pro-
posed plan to the cabinet for its
approval, saying the route will
primarily be a tourism line but
may be adapted to serve the in-
dustrial or agricultural industry
in the future.

If approved, the 22-billion-
baht single-track line would link

the Gulf of Thailand to the
Andaman Sea. The route will
also link to the now-existing Tha
Nun-Phuket train route. It is es-
timated that approximately
17,000 passengers would com-
mute on the route per day,
lowering vehicle traffic and pro-
viding a more efficient form of
transportation.

According to estimated plans,
the route will be ready for ser-
vice in 2019 with a payback
period of 20 years.            – NNT

Tourist train proposed

kitchen with the idea that we can
serve all the yachts here. That’s
actually the main reason why we
want to come to Boat Lagoon,” Mr
Lanter told the Gazette.

“We talked with some of the
companies here – some of the
charter companies. Many of them
at the moment come to buy prod-
ucts at our stores. For them it [will

be] much more convenient to just
order or buy it from here.”

To manage the expected de-
mand for ready-made meals and
catering services, Villa Market will
have a full-chef team on location.

Based on data collected from
loyalty cards when the Laguna
branch opened, the Chalong
branch lost about 10-15 per cent

of their clientele.
Mr Lanter expects to see a

similar decline at the Laguna
branch, as shoppers from Boat
Lagoon, Royal Phuket Marina and
nearby areas make for the new
location and avoid the drive to Boat
Avenue.

“As the traffic gets worse and
worse, people won’t have to drive

up to Laguna or down to Chalong.
I think from here, to drive any-
where is a headache right now,
especially in high season,” Mr
Lanter said.

Teaming up with Villa Market,
both in Chalong and the Boat
Lagoon location, will be Iniala
bakery, which will replace their
previous baked goods provider,
Baked.

“It’s probably the highest qual-
ity bakery we have found on the
island. The products are fantastic
the setup is great.”

To compliment the bakery and
the market’s focus on ready-made
foods, a large sitting area will be
provided. The final plans have yet
to be confirmed. However, there
will be at least 20-30 seats, con-
firmed Mr Lanter.

Villa Market’s move comes
now due to the signs of rapid
growth in the Koh Kaew area,
especially around the British In-
ternational School.

“Five years ago there was
nothing but Royal Phuket Marina
and Boat Lagoon, now there
is massive development,” Mr
Lanter said.

With a mixture of area growth,
potential for tapping into the
yachtie-catering market and lack
of competitors in the area, Mr
Lanter is confident that Villa
Market’s third Phuket branch will
be a success.

Securing more of the market

WITH organic products currently ac-
counting for only 1 per cent of the Thai
food market, the Commerce Ministry and
producers plan to promote the growth of
the industry and increase its market share,
following rising awareness about
healthcare, the environment and a sustain-
able agricultural-production system.

The ministry and private businesses
believe Thailand has high potential to
become a center of organic farming and
trading within Asean, but to achieve such
a goal requires more policy support and
awareness on the part of farmers, as well
as consumers, to pay more attention to
organic products.

Malee Choklumlerd, inspector-general
at the ministry and chair of its organic-

promotion project, said the organic-prod-
uct industry represented a sustainable means
of agricultural production, and one which
would not only promote good health for
consumers, but also benefit farmers and
help solve the problem of falling crop prices.

“People [globally and in the Thai market]
now want healthier lives, and a better envi-
ronment. Thai producers should shift to
producing organic products to serve rising
demand in the market. Organic growing will
help increase farmers’ health and returns, as
those concerned about organic products have
more purchasing power,” she said.

She stressed that Thailand could become
a hub of organic farming and trading if the
right policies were in place to support the
industry. The sufficiency-economy philoso-

phy of His Majesty the King is also relevant
to the organic-farming production system,
which should be promoted for sustainable
growth, she added.

The ministry has set a target to pro-
mote Thailand as the Asean hub of organic
farming and trading by 2020, with
exports expected to increase by 10 per
cent annually in the intervening years.

Every year from now on, the ministry
plans to promote at least three new organic
products on the market, said Malee.

As part of the plan to encourage more
producers, the ministry will seek support
from the government to provide tariff privi-
leges for organic farmers and traders.

It also plans to set up an organic fund
to provide financial support to farmers, as

well as help reduce the cost of overseas
certification for farmers by encouraging
them to group together in order to reduce
inspection costs.

Commerce ministry pushes for organic produce

The commerce ministry wants Thailand to
be the Asean leader of organic produce
production by 2020. Photo: Patrick Feller
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THERE are two emotions that
tend to cloud our collective judg-
ments and cause major swings
in the financial markets: fear and
greed. They lead to the ever-
repeating cycle of boom and bust
and are not likely to disappear
anytime soon, so gaining a good
understanding of them – as well
as how they can affect an
investor ’s financial decision
making – is an exercise that is
well worth the time.

I myself have been the victim
of these emotions when it comes
to making investment decisions,
and when I was an active NYSE
trader on a proprietary trading
desk back in the United States,
these emotions ruled the place on
a daily basis. If we could see
how fear and greed affect our
decisions, it  would become
much easier to see how they also
affect the masses and thus, the
long-term monetary cycle.

While it is true that there is a
pendulum that swings between
the two extremes, in the middle
is a safe place where the market
tends to recover and trend up
slowly for three to five years,
before greed reaches a high level
and the trend shifts toward fear.
Are we at that stage yet where
greed rules in the global stock

Where greed and fear fit in

THAILAND Convention and
Exhibition Bureau (TCEB) is
joining hands with the Ministry of
Tourism and Sports in promoting
the Meetings, incentives, confer-
ences, and exhibitions (MICE)
sector in Thailand.

According to Noppharat
Methawikunlachai, the director of
TCEB, the MICE industry and the
tourism industry generate a com-
bined income of 80 billion baht
per year. Significantly, the two in-
dustries help distribute income
throughout the various locales of
Thailand, which helps spur devel-

NOK AIR has announced plans claiming
to become the first airline in Asia to offer
free high-speed in-flight Wi-Fi, aimed
at appealing to younger customers and
helping it reach its target of 8 million
passengers this year.

Chief executive officer Patee Sarasin said
its on-board high-speed Internet was just
one of the initiatives Nok Air planned to
add to its flights operating in Thailand
and overseas. A few other Asian airlines
have on-board Internet, but not the high-
speed system Nok Air will use.

The system will be provided by
Thaicom, using the Ku-band that is
capable of delivering third-generation ser-
vice at a cruising height of 10,700 meters.

The new service will be available start-
ing next month on Nok Bussarakam, the

Nok Air’s plan to keep passengers connected

Organizations collaborate to promote MICE

markets? I think we are, and this
leads to one of my favorite of all
Wall Street adages.

Be fearful when others are
greedy and be greedy when oth-
ers are fearful. This strategy pays
off in the long run. Considering
the market is trading at high
valuations with weak underlying
fundamentals, the last two years
of market action seem to repre-
sent classic greed. People are
making money very quickly with
absolute disregard to why. The
fact that it is only printed money
behind the bid in the market
doesn’t matter when greed is
being fed with ever-increasing
record highs on major indexes.
What about the fact that eco-
nomic activity does not appear
to correlate with those record
highs? Well, that is lost on the
greedy and soon-to-be fearful.

So what should investors do
to protect their portfolios? They
should get ready to be greedy as
soon as the fear sets in and the
market is brought back down to
reality. This is a very easy trade
to make. They simply cash in
a large portion of their stock
holdings and sit on cash with a
price-earnings ratio target on the
market as a whole.

For an American, they should
use the Russel 2000, since it is
a much broader measure of
the stock market than the S&P
500 and is also currently much

more overvalued. Set a trigger
at a price-earnings ratio of 10
on this index. When it gets hit,
it will be safe to go back into
the market, despite what the talk-
ing heads on TV will be saying
at that moment.

Remember, it is generally a
better investment strategy to do
the opposite of what the prevail-
ing financial media suggests.

Before a crash they are always
the most confident, and near the
bottom they are all spouting doom
and gloom despite the fact that
stocks are on sale at amazing
discounted prices. Why do we
shop for shares differently than
we do for shoes or anything else?
Fear and greed, that’s why. Learn
to recognize them at play and
your investment decisions are likely

to become immensely better.

David Mayes MBA lives in Phuket
and provides wealth management
services to expatriates around the
globe, focusing on UK pension
transfers. Faramond UK is regulated
by the FCA and provides advice on
taxation and pensions. He can be
reached at david.m@faramond.com
or 085-335-8573.

The pendulum swings between two extremes – fear and greed – in the middle is a safe place. Photo: Ben Ostrowsky

airline’s latest Boeing 737-800 Next
Generation with capacity of 189 seats,
which is now operating from Bangkok to
Phuket and Udon Thani.

Nok Air plans to install Wi-Fi in six aircraft
over the next six months. Patee said the new
service was expected to draw a lot more
passengers, especially younger people and
those who are heavy social-media users.

Although the airline is now running
an average load factor of 90 per cent, it
suffered a lot in the second quarter during
the political crisis.

“Last year was a great year for us, but it
got worse in 2014. However, we continue
adding more services to capture the market
in this tough time,” Patee said.

Nok Air is confident of achieving its pas-
senger target of 8 million this year, up from 6

million in 2013. However, net profit is ex-
pected to fall from more than 1 billion baht
last year to between 300 million baht and
400mn baht because of tough competition.
Nok Air has also ordered 15 new aircraft, two
of which are scheduled to arrive next year.

Suphajee Suthumpun, chief executive
officer of Thaicom and chairman of its
executive committee, said about 3,000 air-
craft worldwide had been equipped with
Wi-Fi systems. Of that total, 1,720 are
operating in the United States and Canada,
200 in Europe, and 80 in Asia. One-third
are equipped with high-speed Internet or
new-generation broadband.

She said the demand for aircraft with
high-speed Wi-Fi in Asia should increase
the number of planes so equipped to 3,000
within 10 years.

Should anyone worry about air safety and
security being compromised by in-flight Wi-
Fi, Suphajee said it would not affect aircraft
navigation systems because they operated on
different frequencies.             – The Nation

Nok Air introduces free high-speed Wi-Fi on
flights in Thailand. Photo: Sergey Zhatchenko

opment in each of the locales.
Under a collaboration agreement

signed with the Ministry of Tour-
ism and Sport, the two agencies will
work together in four major affairs
relating to the promotion of the
MICE industry. The said affairs
include policy and work plan,

marketing, market communications
and image-strengthening, and the
boosting of the Thai MICE
industry’s capacity.

The agencies will also work to
secure the rights to host important
conventions. Personnel develop-
ment will be undertaken for the
purpose of feeding the demands of
the MICE industry.

Mr. Nophharat further disclosed
that the Tourism Authority of Thai-
land had already secured the rights
to World Travel Market Asia and
World Tourism Day 2016 events.

– NNT

The partnership will help support
the MICE industry. Photo: Gazette file
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By Nick Davies

A NEW rainforest weekend holiday experi-
ence with a touch of class is coming soon,
just a short 15-minute  drive from Sarasin
Bridge. The Valley Phang Nga is a new back-
to-nature retreat under development just
off the main highway (Phetkasem Road)
between Phuket and Phang Nga, which will
feature hillside camping and cabins with
stunning views, nature trails and an elevated
cafe serving coffee made from morning
dew harvested right in the valley.

The vast expanse of unspoilt land has a
magnificent 180-degree view from the top
of the hillside at the valley’s edge. Further
down the valley, there are nature trails with
fresh water streams arched by the broad
roots of towering tropical trees.

The Valley Phang Nga is the brainchild
of the site’s land owner, Torsak Jaichuen,
a native of Phang Nga and Phuket-based
marketing guru, who aims to turn the pris-
tine land into the ideal weekend vacation
spot for Phuketians with a variety of
rainforest themed facilities and activities.

The natural rainforest surroundings and
stunning sunrise views are The Valley
Phang Nga’s greatest assets, said Mr

Natural beauty

The natural rainforest surroundings are The Valley’s greatest assets. Photos: Supplied

THAI Rung Union Car has set
aside more than 1 billion baht
for the development of new
property projects in Bangkok
and other tourism destinations
over the next five years, in line
with its long-term strategy of
balancing its business portfolio
by sharply raising the contribu-
tion from real estate.

The listed company, which
has operated an auto-parts
manufacturing and car-assembly
business for nearly 50 years,
expects to triple the contribution
from property from 10 per cent
currently to about 30 per cent
during the period.

Thai Rung, which posted 600
million baht in revenue last
year, expects flat growth this
year due to the slowdown of
the domestic auto market, fol-
lowing the expiry of the previous
government’s first-car scheme.

Wuttichai Phaoenchoke, man-
aging director of Sinthoranee
Property, the company’s real-
estate arm that was established
seven years ago, said Thai
Rung’s portfolio was divided into
three key areas: auto-parts
manufacturing and auto assem-
bly, which contributes 70 per
cent of revenue; authorized
dealerships of auto-makers
Mitsubishi, Isuzu, Ford, Mazda
and Lexus, which accounts for
another 20 per cent; and
property, which makes up the
remainder.

“I’m allocating 70 per cent of
my time to the development of
property projects,” said 44-
year-old Wuttichai, who is from

Thai Rung shifts focus
toward property market

the second generation of the
Phaoenchoke family, which
founded Thai Rung in 1967.

The company’s current devel-
opment projects are The Trendy
office building on Sukhumvit
Soi 13; the Sawaddi Patong, a
four-star, 150-room hotel in
Phuket; and The Sea Samui, a
30-room boutique villa hotel on
Koh Samui.

“We currently have a land bank
of more than 500 rai [80 hect-
ares] in four or five major
locations, both in Bangkok and
other tourism destinations, such
as Samui, Phuket and Pattaya.
Such plots can be utilized for
potential development projects
in the future, especially mixed-
use buildings, which combine a
community mall and housing
units, or a condominium and
hotel, for instance,” he said.

Some 10 new projects will
be developed in the next five
years, ranging from medium-size
projects requiring an average
investment of about 100mn baht,
to large-scale projects costing
around 500mn baht each.

One such project is the 200mn-
baht expansion of its Sawaddi
Patong property, doubling the
number of rooms to 300. This
project will be implemented next
year, Mr Wuttichai said.

“We are looking to develop
new property projects for sale
in the next couple of years, mov-
ing from our existing projects,
which have been developed
mainly for rent or leasing, such
as hotels and office buildings,”
he said.                – The Nation

Torsak, whose plans include valley cabins
with clear 180-degree views across Phang
Nga, giving visitors a vista of the valley
below shrouded in mist as the sun rises
each morning.

The misty climbs are also the inspira-
tion behind a novel coffee experience that
will be offered at Cafe de Valley, an
elevated platform 21 meters above the
ground under the canopy of a massive tree
and jutting out over the edge of a lake with
its own island.

Harvesting the morning dew to brew
coffee is just one of the innovations mak-
ing up the sustainable architecture of The
Valley Phang Nga, which is just 27 kilome-
ters from Phuket and 17km from the Big C
shopping center in Phang Nga Town.

“We aim to preserve the natural beauty
of the land and allow visitors to appreciate
the surroundings in eco-friendly ways.
We will use renewable energy sources and
visitors can eventually get about on Segways
and bicycles,” said Mr Torsak.

As well as providing a new weekend
escape for Phuketians and locals, Mr
Torsak said The Valley Phang Nga will also
serve as a venue for team building and
corporate events.

“We expect to open fully by February next
year, by which time there will be parking for
private vehicles and tour buses and the
beginnings of a rainforest shopping expe-
rience, Walk Valley. Accommodation options
will include camping and air-conditioned
cabins, and, of course, visitors can also
enjoy the nature trails on foot,” he said.

Long-term development plans for The Val-
ley Phang Nga include two types of
residences. “My Valley” will be comprised of
Tuscan-style residences priced between 4 and
6 million baht on six rai, and “Villa de Valley”
private pool villas next to a creek, priced from
6mn baht, also on four to six rai.

These residences will be ideal for
Phuket residents, explained Mr Torsak,
who welcomes interest from like-minded
investors and developers with a shared
vision to create the hottest new week-
end getaway spot for hard-working
Phuketians.

To contact Mr Torsak and find out more about
The Valley Phang Nga, go and make friends on
Facebook/thevalleyphangnga, which has already
had 10,000 “likes” since launching last month.
Alternatively, visit www.thevalleyphangnga.com,
email: backtonature@thevalleyphangnga.com
or call 095-798 3999.

Find solace in the morning mist
at The Valley rainforest retreat
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THAILAND remains attractive for
hotel investment thanks to a wide
range of reasons, while Phuket is
likely a foreigner’s best choice
for a second home, according to
property and hospitality experts.

Wichit Na-Ranong, a hotel-sec-
tor veteran based in Phuket, said
the hotel business on the island
would continue to grow, not just
because it is a famous tourist des-
tination, but because it has become
a multinational community.

“Many foreigners are looking
for properties for their second
homes. They are considering
some other cities like Hong Kong
and Singapore, but Phuket is the
answer because it is very much
cheaper,” Mr Wichit said.

He added that foreigners were
able to travel directly from Phuket
to major destinations such as Hong
Kong, Singapore, mainland China,
South Korea, the Middle East and
Malaysia.

“Apart from Bangkok, Phuket is
the only city [in Thailand] that can
offer great convenience in air travel
and even land connectivity. This will

Phuket a foreigner’s best
choice for a second home

‘ I have to stifle a silent
scream and inhale my own

personal angst over the
painful trip ahead. Yes, a

journey to Phuket International
Airport suddenly takes on

biblical proportions. ’

SIX feet under is not exactly a
novel concept in Thailand, given
the journey here into the after-
life often resembles an apparition
of the annual “Burning Man”
rave in the Nevada desert.

It’s Monday and the madness
of the weekend seems to have
seeped under the crack at the
bottom of my
office door.
There is no-
where to hide
and nowhere
to run. Ex-
cept perhaps
Rawai and no
one in their
right mind
would go
looking for
me there.

But what’s
more frighten-
ing is the entire
notion of the
high season
looming around
the corner. I
have to stifle a
silent scream
and inhale my
own personal
angst over the
painful trip ahead. Yes, a journey
to Phuket International Airport sud-
denly takes on biblical proportions.

Those endless lines of Phuket
traffic running from north to
south and from east to west
make the mere thought of the
winter season disconcerting. And

yet, am I going to bite the hand
that feeds me?

Paradise is after all for every-
one and – despite my seeming
indignation for the the holidaying
hordes – to think of a winter
wonderland void of tourists
is a terrible thought. But couldn’t
they at least be a bit more invis-
ible, or just stay in their rooms?
Aircon and cable television are
not bad inventions after all.

Yes, us Phuket expats – and I
fully lump
myself into
this lot – are a
dissatisfied
bunch. When
the market
drops we
strike out in
anger and
then when
things surge,
we whinge
about the
traffic and

general chaos.
Is there any

middle ground,
or do the scales
only tilt from
feast to famine
and back again?

What is
very clear is
that come Oc-
tober we will

hop on a giant water slide and
start the hair-raising journey
down – living on the edge. But
there is light at the end of the
tunnel – it’s called May.

In the meantime, I have to
muster all the karma I have and
come to terms with the notion

Welcoming the end of days

of patience. Will it be tested?
Yes, absolutely.

Still, at the end of the day, pre-
season angst remains a traditional
rite for us here in Phuket. Like it or

not, we aren’t the only ones look-
ing for a little piece of paradise.

Bill Barnett is Managing Director
of C9Hotelworks. He can be

contacted through: c9hotelworks.com
and on bill@ c9hotelworks.com. See
more of Bill's writing on his
hotel industry-focused blog:
thephuketinsider.com

There is light at the end of the tunnel of high season – it’s called May. Photo: Karora

help push the growth of the hotel
and property businesses,” he said.

Andrew Langdon, executive vice
president for Jones Lang LaSalle’s
(JLL) hotels and hospitality group,
said the Thai hotel business remained
positive and healthy.

Thailand was still one of the
most attractive places for hotel
investment despite setbacks
caused by the coup in May, he
said, adding that political problems
have eased and a lot of tourists

should return to the Kingdom
during the coming high season.
Mr Langdon said the average
daily room rate at mid and large-
scale hotels had grown although
occupancy rates had suffered.

“The Koh Samui hotel market
is the best-performing hotel trad-
ing destination in Thailand this
year,” he said.

In the first six months of this
year, hotel transactions throughout
Asia were valued at US$3 billion (97
bn baht). At this level, it has already
exceeded the total amount of trans-
actions by value for all of 2012.

Thai hospitality property funds
remained small, with average net
asset value of 2.24 bn baht, ex-
cluding the Thai Hotel Investment
Fund (THIF). The THIF is the
largest property fund in Thailand,
representing just over half of the
total asset value of all hospitality
property funds in the country.
With the recent establishment of
real estate investment trusts
(REITs), JLL expects hotel in-
vestment activity to increase.

                        – The Nation

Wichit Na-Ranong. Photo: Gazette file
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WHEN I started reading
Zia Haider Rahman’s In
the Light of What We
Know (Farrar, Strauss
and Giroux, New York,
2014, 497pp), I thought I was in the pres-
ence of greatness. The novel’s sweeping
narrative style recalled Joseph Conrad’s.
There’s even a Conradian narrator, like
Captain Marlowe in Lord Jim. He is an
unnamed investment banker, grandson of
a Pakistani tycoon, son of a physicist, born
in Princeton, educated at Oxford and a
resident of upscale Kensington in London.

One day in 2008, a disheveled, bearded,
worse-for-wear traveller turns up at his door-
step. This is Zafar – born in rural Bangladesh,
raised in London slums by immigrant par-
ents, but educated in Oxford too, a mathematic
prodigy who far outstripped the narrator in
talent. They had been friends once but Zafar
hasn’t been seen since 2002 in Afghanistan.
What has happened to him since?

Backed by a trove of notebooks and digi-
tal recording devices, Zafar begins to tell
his story to his old friend. This promises to
be epic: “the story of the breaking of na-
tions, war in the twenty-first century,
marriage into the English aristocracy, and
the mathematics of love.”

It is nothing of the sort. After a single chap-
ter which establishes him as an assistant UN
rapporteur in Afghanistan after the fall of the
Taliban, Zafar embarks upon digression after
digression after digression, highly embellished
over the course of 311 pages, as he pontifi-
cates endlessly upon memory, free will, class,
race, religion, Western imperialism, interna-
tional finance and higher mathematics.

The rickety scaffolding of a plot becomes
thickly festooned with ornate curlicues of
scholarly diversions complete with footnotes
and four or five chunky epigrams per chapter.

A whole chapter, for example, is devoted
to the first sight of the love of Zafar’s life.
Tall, pale, aristocratic Emily Hampton-Wyvern
is the first violinist to arrive at an Oxford
chapel for the rehearsal of a string quartet.
This prompts Zafar, seated in a pew, to medi-
ate for 18 pages on Graham Greene’s The

Colossal disappointment
End of the Affair, the
appeal of Catholicism,
the limitations of Islam,
English public schools,
Bach’s Chaconne, the

German composer Nathaniel Sandman-
Hoffman, the Duchene smile, Brahm’s Piano
Concerto No 2, and epistemological concerns
about personal musical judgment. In the end,
all that is revealed is that Emily plays the vio-
lin with skill but no feeling.

We don’t return to Afghanistan until page
359. Zahar gets in some good licks at the
Western aid workers who have flooded into
Kabul with the fall of the Taliban: “a band
of danger junkies charged up every hour of
the day with power, which they could never
wield back home in their established de-
mocracies.” He describes “numberless new
arrivals in Kabul, would-be development
wonks, skulking about the city waiting for
a Western development agency to throw
some meat their way, and they, like all hy-
enas, needed no explanation when the smell
was in the air. In those days, where else
could anyone want to be?”

In Kabul, too, he is reunited with heedless,
untrustworthy, power-hungry Emily Hamp-
ton-Wyvern who is also working for the UN.
They had lived together in London, but broke
up two years earlier and he had gone on to
work as a lawyer for an anti-corruption
agency in Bangladesh. Now he meets Emily
again in the loud, crowded official bar of the
UN and meditates: “I hated Emily for the same
reasons I loved her; the two feelings sprang
from one well... I hated myself, too, for lov-
ing her, for loving her for that which I hated
about her. It is because of this continuing state
of civil war that every act of love by one part
of you is an act of betrayal to another part
and so it was, it had to be, that I was destroy-
ing myself by simply being with her and
therefore having to take sides against myself.”

Zafar turns blushingly aside from how he
resolves this conflict. After three months of
living in the house of the narrator, he disap-
pears. He never does reveal what he has been
doing for the last six years since Afghanistan.
And this reader had long stopped caring.

A PORTRAIT of National Artist
Prayat Pongdam, is on display in
front of the gilded coffin pre-
sented by His Majesty the King
for his funeral this week at Wat
Thepsirin in Bangkok.

The painting is by Panya
Petchoo, a master of portraits and
a lecturer at the Poh Chang Art
Institute. He completed it soon
after hearing that Prayat had died
last Friday from heart failure.

Surviving Prayat, who would
have turned 80 on October 28,
are his wife and three sons.

The funeral held under the
patronage of Her Royal Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn,
drew a substantial gathering of
friends, relatives, fellow artists and
students. It was a virtual “reunion”
of alumni from Silpakorn Univer-
sity, where Prayat studied under
Silpa Bhirasri, the university’s
founder and the man regarded as
“the father of Thai modern art”.

One of the country’s pioneer
printmakers, Prayat was one of
six artists chosen to illustrate His
Majesty’s book “Mahajanaka”.
His stylized rooster, owl and
mother with child have appeared
on postage stamps.

“He never stopped creating
art,” his daughter-in-law Sumon-
tra Pongdam said. Prayat was just
finishing a 2.4-by-two-meter
woodblock depicting a lotus and
bodhi tree when he died.

“He started on it just a few
months ago,” his younger son
Saksayam told The Nation. “It’s
a huge woodblock depicting a
tranquil landscape. He painted
over top of it and was in the pro-
cess of applying gold leaf to some
areas.”

“He was at work on more than
a dozen other things,” he added.

The new pieces remain at
Prayat’s home-studio in Thon-
buri’s Bangkhae district and had

begun already drawing the inter-
est of Thai art collectors. To
begin with, at least, they’ll be
hung at Palazzo Pavone, the
museum in the Northeast that
his architect son Sayompoo
designed.

Prayat was born in 1934 in
Sing Buri province and earned his
bachelor’s degree in visual arts
at Silpakorn University in 1957.
Five years later he had a diploma
from the Accademia di Belle Arti
de Roma in Italy and later also
accepted an honorary degree
from the Accademia delle Arti del
Disegno in Florence.

On his return from Europe and
until his retirement in the
mid-1990s, Prayat taught at
Silpakorn, thereafter serving as
frequent guest lecturer. His rec-
ognition as a National Artist
came in 1998, a tribute to his
printmaking mastery.

                       – The Nation

Farewell to Prayat Pongdam,
Thailand’s prince of prints

The novel has a promising beginning but turns out to be a huge disappointment. Photo: Gypsyworld
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Direct from Doha
By Somchai Huasalkul

EARLIER this month,
Qatar Airways made the
announcement that local
tourism industry leaders
have been waiting on for
months: it will launch
non-stop daily flights to
Phuket International
Airport from its Doha
hub on October 26.

“The start of non-stop
services from Doha to
Phuket offers travellers
from around the world
access to the popular tour-
ist destination in a reduced
time, from across our ex-
panding global network,”
said Qatar Airways Group
CEO Akbar Al Baker in a
press statement.

The airline currently
serves Phuket daily via a
linked service through Kuala Lumpur.

Patipat Sawasdee, commercial man-
ager of Qatar Airways in Phuket, said that
feedback has been positive in terms of
forward bookings inbound, as well as
from local tour operators with outbound
destinations in Europe.

“We are preparing to issue promotional
fares of 30 to 35 per cent below the normal
price for a short period to stimulate the
market,” he said.

The launch of direct flights from
Doha will also spell the end of the
Phuket-Kuala Lumpur route, which has
been so popular with visa runners since
its launch in 2010.

“As a way of thanking all those who
used the route, we will also be offering
very cheap ‘run off’. These are still in the
pricing process,” said Mr Patipat.

There will also be a major press event
here in Phuket to coincide with the inau-
gural inbound flights, he added.

Mr Al Baker said the timing was
perfect as the tourism high season is rap-
idly approaching.

“With the upcoming
winter holidays, this is
a great opportunity for
travellers from the
Middle East, Europe,
Africa and the Americas
to plan their break with
a beach vacation to
Phuket. Visitor numbers
to Phuket are on the rise
and Qatar Airways will

look to take advantage of
the non-stop connections to
the city in the days to come,”
he said.

The direct flights to
Phuket will be operated with
an Airbus A330 in a two
class-configuration of 24
seats in Business Class and
236 in Economy.

Qatar Airways started
operations in Thailand
more than 14 years ago
with non-stop flights link-

ing Doha to Bangkok. The carrier now
serves the Thai capital three times daily
and plans to increase that to four times
daily starting December 16.

The new non-stop service will facilitate
shorter travel times, typically by three
hours, for the growing number of tourists
to Phuket, as well as for those heading out
of Thailand.

Europe in particular is a growing visitor
market for Phuket with the UK, Russia,
Germany, France and Italy among the top
five feeder markets. This makes Doha a
strategic linking point for long-haul trips,
thanks to the opening of the world’s new-
est aviation hub, the state-of-the-art Hamad
International Airport.

Passengers travelling from European
cities to Phuket can relax, unwind and
freshen up in the modern world-class
facility before they connect to Phuket.

“A dedicated non-stop Phuket service
will help meet the growing demand the
airline has for this particular destination,”
added Mr Al Baker.

“Moreover, Europe is an extremely popular

Patipat Sawasdee, commercial manager of Qatar Airways in Phuket, has been working in the
fields of airline sales and marketing for 10 years. He holds a master’s degree from Chiang Mai
University and took up his current position in Phuket three years ago. Photo: Supplied

‘ The new non-stop
service will facilitate
shorter travel times,

typically by three
hours, for the growing
number of tourists to
Phuket as well as for
those heading out of

Thailand. ’

destination for a number of Thailand-based
locals as well. We are therefore very pleased
to be able to continue to offer more options
to those looking to travel with us and enjoy
our award-winning five-star service.”

Qatar Airways, which is the State of

Qatar’s national airline, has seen dramatic
growth in just 17 years of operation. Its
fleet of 135 aircraft now service 144 key
business and leisure destinations across
Europe, the Middle East, Africa, Asia
Pacific, North America and South America.
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Cats purrfect for Phuket

Catamarans are leading the way as the boat of choice for cruising Phuket’s waters. Photo: Multihull Solutions

Renowned luxury explorer SuRi has made her way to BKK. Photo: Jim Raycroft

‘Cats are perfect for Asia.
They offer good boat speed

in light winds, provide
shelter and protection from

the sun, and they offer
additional space, more
stability and comfort…,’– Andrew de Bruin,

Mulithull Solutions

By Chris Husted

ANYONE paying attention to the
number of entries in Phuket
Raceweek or the King’s Cup Re-
gatta in recent years could not
have failed to notice the continu-
ally rising number of catamarans
entered in the events. Cats and
other multihulls are on the rise in
the Andaman, and Phuket has be-
come their haven.

“They excel in so many areas,”
explains Andrew de Bruin, who
heads the Multihull Solutions of-
fice at Boat Lagoon Marina.

“Cats are perfect for Asia.
They offer good boat speed in light
winds, provide shelter and protec-
tion from the sun, and they offer
additional space, more stability
and comfort…

“They are a much more pleas-
ant way to spend time afloat.
People don’t
get seasick on
them – and, to
a point, the
more guests on
them at the
same time the
better the expe-
rience is.”

Leading the
charge are the
highly-favored
sailing catama-
rans. “Cats are much better
performers under sail these days,”
Andrew notes.

“The sail-area-to-displacement
ratio is much better – think of a
car’s power-to-weight ratio – and
so they can get around much
quicker powered just by the wind.”

Even “power cats” – catama-
rans powered by engines only –
are growing more popular in local
waters. “We have a huge range of
power cats, and these are prov-

ing very popular,” says Andrew.
“The power cat market is

growing. Our first new boat sale
in Asia was a Fountaine Pajot
power cat. The difference with
power cats is again their comfort,
stability and space, but most of
all their exceptional fuel efficiency.

“Newer designs are much bet-
ter than some initial designs. The
early power cats were little more
than sail cats with bigger engines
and a different deck bolted onto
them. Now we have genuine
power cat designs, which are
semi-displacement vessels. Prop-
erly designed, these will cruise at
17-18 knots all day, and hit max
speeds of 20-30 knots.”

Although Andrew’s office in
Phuket represents the sole
Multihull Solutions franchise for
Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore,
Indonesia, Hong Kong, Vietnam

and the Philip-
pines, the 40ft
Fountaine Pajot
Summerland 40
power cat sold
is now based at
Ao Por Marina
in Pa Khlok.

“It is a beau-
tiful boat: three
cabins, an ex-
cellent flybridge
and great deck

space, all powered by 2 x 220hp
Volvo engines,” says Andrew. “As
for the design, layout and
finishings – it’s a Fountaine Pajot,
who have over 40 years experi-
ence in boatbuilding.

The owner is an avid diver, and
catamarans are the ideal platform
for diving, notes Andrew. “They
don’t roll around, which can be
dangerous when getting in and out
of the water,” he says. “The
owner made a few minor modifi-

cations to make his boat his per-
fect, private dive center.”

CAT CONVERSION

The promotion of multihulls over
monohulls is not mere gush – An-
drew himself is a convert, after
sailing into the region on a 23-
meter sailboat in 1997. He ended
up staying in Phuket, working first
as a charter skipper, then for 10
years as a broker, before teaming
up with Multihull Solutions to
open the company’s first office in
Southeast Asia.

“We see buyers coming from
the private ownership sector along
with the charter market. With the
region being such a haven for
charter fleets and all the operators

wanting new boats, we see this
as an area of sales growth for us
and our brands we represent,”
explains Andrew.

Multihull Solutions represents
several outstanding brands, in-
cluding Fountaine Pajot (power
and sail), Catana, Privilege (power
and sail), Tag and NEEL trimarans.

“We find out what our custom-
ers are looking for and fit them
into the right boat that suits their
needs and budget, as opposed to
just selling one brand and push-
ing that brand onto clients
whether it suits them or not,”
Andrew notes.

“Another very large part of the
business is pre-owned sales and
this is proving to be very popular
in this region with more than 70

listings and six sales so far this
year. With pre-owned boats, we
deal with all brands valued over
approximately 150,000 euros.”

The future looks bright for
Phuket’s marine industry, and for
multihulls in the region.

From an outside perspective
and looking forward, Mark
Elkington, managing director of
Multihull Solutions in the
company’s native Australia, noted:
“We see Southeast Asia as a huge
growth area for multihulls.
Phuket, because of its yachting
community and the number of
vessels based there for recreational
use or private charter, made the
island the perfect choice for a new
office to get a foothold in the Asian
market.”

Superyacht MY SuRi
in Bangkok for refit
THE renowned 63-meter MY SuRi
has arrived in Bangkok for a two-
month extensive refit with Yacht
Solutions at Bangkok Dock.

In the world of superyachts,
SuRi is unique. The vessel is one
of very few purpose-built luxury
exploration yachts in the world.

Her vast collection of water toys
enables MY SuRi to turn any desti-
nation into an adventurer’s
playground. Onboard is a fold-up
seaplane, a Eurocopter helicopter,
one Stan-Craft Speedster, a 37-foot

gamefisher, an array of jet skis and
quad skis, a sailing yacht, five road
bikes, two BMW bikes, a 23-foot
landing craft and coming soon... a
submarine, arriving 2015.

Available for charter through
Yacht Solutions, MY SuRi com-
fortably sleeps 12 in the guest
party and 14 in crew, with three
extra luxury cabins for guest staff,
including nannies, guides, pilots
and others. All together MY SuRi
can sleep up to 36 pax.

– Phuket Gazette
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Even a fairly common nudibranch can steal the spotlight when you’re in need of a submerged wonder.

PADI Tec Xplor Day grants
access to tech-diving world
ALL divers in Phuket and the
surrounding regions are in-
vited to get a taste of the
technical diving world with
the PADI “Tec Xplor Day”
on October 9.

Kiwidiver, Blue Label Div-
ing, Aquamaster and Dive
Supply will have rebreathers,
sidemounts and twin tank
setups available for partici-
pants interested in “tech rec”.

The technical diving com-
munity has a reputation
around the world for being
inaccessible and intimidating
– whether that reputation is
deserved is neither here or there, as this event will
open the doors to those who were hesitant to strap

on something other than a
single tank of air or make the
plunge past 40 meters.

“We are holding the
event to bring tech diving
closer to the general diving
community and to dispel
many of the common mis-
conceptions about tech
diving by providing accurate
information and allowing
participants to use the
equipment during ‘try
dives’,” Andy Auer, PADI
Thailand West Coast re-
gional manager, told the
Gazette.

The event will be held at Kata Big Rock pool and
runs from 9am to 4pm. – Isaac Stone Simonelli

Strap on some tech gear and see how it suits.

Reef cleanup
circumvents
dive politics

A volunteer removes netting from
a fragile staghorn coral.

DIVE boat operators of all creeds,
and all certification affiliations,
banded together last weekend to
clean popular Phuket dive sites and
beaches ahead of the high season.

Nine boats, including one sport-
fishing vessel, piled on about 200
participants and spent the day at
various reefs including Anemone
Reef, Shark Point, Koh Mai Thon
and many others.

About 2,000 kilograms of trash,
much of it discarded netting and
fishing line was untangled from the
corals and taken to the surface.

“We want to create an aware-
ness for everyone who uses the
local dive sites to be more envi-
ronmentally  friendly and set a
message that dive centers and the
dive community can work together
on projects for the local commu-
nity and the environment,”
explained Andy Auer, PADI Thai-
land West Coast Regional Manager.

It wasn’t just the reefs that re-
ceived a quick scrub before they
were once again showcased to
divers from around the world.

“Non-diving volunteers and our
staff collected 64 bags of rubbish,”
Sea Bees Marketing Manager
Simone Allene said.

The highlight of the event, how-
ever, was not just removing
rubbish from the sea, but noting a
decline in the amount on the reefs,
PADI Instructor Examiner Rob-
ert Scammell told the Gazette.

– Isaac Stone Simonelli

House reefs: providing
junkies their dive fix
MOST of us have only a few pre-
cious days a year to get a fix for
our diving addictions. Of course,
those in the profession spend more
days in the water than out of it, but
for the rest of us, it comes down to
one or two diving holidays a year.

After six months of day dream-
ing about what you might
discover once you splash in (the
yet-to-be confirmed presences of
pigmy seahorses in Thailand, a
Chinese junk buried in the sand
or a WWII mini-submarine – it’s
your imagination, why limit it to
manta rays and nudibranchs?),
the last thing you want to hear
when you wake up for the big day
is the thundering sound of
Phuket’s southwest monsoon.

Though “Green Season” diving
along the Andaman coast still of-
fers some fantastic opportunities,
the chance of heavy weather is very
much a reality, making it all the
more important to confirm your
hotel has access to a “house reef”.

House reefs are rarely the jewel
of a diving location. However,
sometimes you just want to get
wet – who cares about where you
do it?

In early September, it wasn’t the
sound of the rain that woke me,
but the wind. The shutters on my
villa at Zeavola were shaking… we
had a big day of diving planned:
seahorse hunting, visiting the sea
snake cave and exploring some of
the lesser-known dive sites around
Phi Phi Don.

Umbrella in hand, I trudged
down to the activities center – I
should have just called, but there is
always the hope that being there in
person will somehow change things
– to confirm my fears with the ac-
tivities manager, Jennifer Arbuthnot.

No diving.
It was the last day before re-

turning to Phuket, and there was
no diving. The water was simply
too rough for the longtails and the
speedboats.

What could we do? I needed my
fix. There are certain withdrawal
symptoms divers get, which boil
down into two major categories:
impulse online shopping for diving
gear you simply don’t need and
“diving” with Google street maps.

Neither was going to be
enough. So, Jennifer offered a
contingency plan: house reef.

If things cleared up, the house
reef, mostly sheltered at this time
of the year, could be tackled – we
could squeeze in a night dive if we
needed to.

The weather broke an hour be-
fore sunset – moping about in fear

that there would be no diving was
obviously not necessary.

Rolling back off the longtail we
splashed into the dark.

A school of razor shrimp fish
bobbed vertically in a large tangle
of staghorn corals, a jewelled her-
mit crab the size of a man’s fist
worked his way across the reef,
ignoring elegant feed-
ing sea feathers
and prickly ur-
chins as he
went.

Night is always a
crustacean’s paradise: reef
crabs, porcelain crabs,
Durban dancing shrimp,
striped boxing shrimp and com-
mensal shrimp all find their way
into the spotlight.

After 60 minutes of watching
the crustaceans, nudibranchs and

others who come out to play at
night, I got my fix.

It wasn’t a WWII mini-subma-
rine, but it was diving – a world
of difference between returning
home on a washed out day and
once again seeing the wonders be-
low the Andaman’s surface.

A banded
coral shrimp

found on the
night dive.
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I MOVED out of Perth some 20-
odd years ago, and apart from
short stints back in my home-
town I haven’t spent much time
there since. Every time I do
return though, it is incredible to
see the changes the town has un-
dergone, like the ever-increasing
pace of life and city growth.

Apparently, these changes are
nothing compared to Phuket. My
well-established local friends
have told me that the island has
seen dramatic changes in recent
years, one of which is the trans-
formation of a lot of rural farm
areas to modern, luxurious resorts
and Western conveniences.

One change in Phuket that
strikes me is the amount of con-
venience stores that have popped
up, filled with people pushing
carts packed with fake, processed
and sugar-filled foods.

Don’t get me wrong, I didn’t
escape to the island from a bubble
in which these items did not exist.
These types of foods line the aisles
of supermarkets all over Europe
and Australia. But here it seems as
though sugar is everywhere.

This brings me to what I believe
is the number one substance that
speeds up the aging process: high
fructose corn syrup (HFCS).

HFCS is a modern health plague
that has infested our bodies
through many processed foods,
including: carbonated beverages
and other sweetened drinks, baked
goods, candies, canned fruits,
jams and jellies, crackers, com-
mercial salad dressings and dairy
products (with added fruit).

FRANKENSTEIN FOOD

HFCS is an industrial food product,
far from any naturally occurring
substance. It was invented in 1957
by a pair of researchers named

Marshall and Kooi. These clever
scientists developed an enzyme
called glucose isomerase, which
could rearrange the molecular
structure of glucose in corn syrup
and convert it into fructose. They
soon realized that as more glucose
inside corn syrup is converted
into fructose, the syrup becomes
sweeter and sweeter.

DANGERS OF EXCESS

FRUCTOSE

Fructose is a component of all
fruits, but it is carefully wrapped
in fiber and contains many anti-
oxidants that reduce its damaging
effects. Despite fruit’s ability to
lessen those effects, some over-
weight people and those who suffer
from high uric acid levels must
stick to low fructose fruits – like
berries and citrus – as they are
more sensitive to the substance.

However, fructose intake from
fruit doesn’t come close to the
intake from HFCS, especially in
terms of sugar.

The results of excess dietary
fructose intake are not limited to
the detrimental effects it has on
blood sugar levels, metabolism,
lipid profiles or liver health.
Excess fructose intake, when
combined with amino acids from
protein, also encourages the for-
mation of toxic advanced
glycation end products (AGEs),
which are known to promote
aging internally. This can lead to
serious diseases, like heart dis-
ease and diabetes, along with
external changes to the skin.

In addition to the formation of
AGEs, excess fructose intake
promotes aging by dramatically

increasing insulin levels.
Dr Rosedale, who believes

there are few other ways to
accelerate aging faster than eat-
ing HFCS, claims that the single
marker for lifespan, if there is
one, would be insulin – specifi-
cally, insulin sensitivity.

Eating HFCS (plus excessive
amounts of other forms of sugar
and processed grains) increases
your insulin levels. This is the
equivalent of slamming your foot
on your aging accelerator.

THE SOLUTION

Like I’ve said before, my golden
rule for diet to remember is: if it
hasn’t been around for at least
10,000 years, avoid it. Now, I
would like to add a clause to that
golden rule: if it comes in a packet,
stay away.

For all the sweet-tooths out
there and for those of us who have
to have just a little bit of sugar to
take away the bite of our morning
coffee, here are my three favorite

– and safe – sweeteners:
1. Stevia: Stevia is an herb and

is widely available in Thailand.
Studies have shown that Stevia
has a negligible effect on blood
glucose, with a glycemic index
of zero, making it an attractive
option for people managing dia-
betes and metabolic syndromes.

2. Xylitol: Xylitol is derived from
hardwoods and corn cobs and has
been used as a sweetening agent in
food since the 1960s. It is natu-
rally produced in the body during
normal metabolic processes. It has
the same sweetness as sucrose, but
is much healthier. It is an ingredi-
ent in chewing gum, gum drops
and hard candies. Xylitol is low
in calories and does not have an
unpleasant aftertaste. An added
bonus is that some research has
shown it inhibits tooth decay.

3. Raw organic honey: Honey
is different from other forms of
sugar because it has a number
of health benefits. It can help
increase memory, diminish signs
of aging and reduce stress.

Honey contains a number of
health-promoting antioxidants, as
well as the vitamins thiamine, ri-
boflavin, niacin, vitamin B-12 and
biotin. Along with minerals and
amino acids, honey also contains
a number of live enzymes that
most people don’t receive enough
of in their  day-to-day diets.

If you can replace the foods you
eat that have HFCS with healthier
options like the ones listed above,
you will eliminate at least one sub-
stance that could prevent you from
looking younger and living longer.

Craig Burton is a nutritional expert with
more than 15 years of experience at
the forefront of the health and well-
being field. He offers a high-level of
expertise in functional training and
nutrition, focusing on detoxification,
food intolerance and nutrient
deficiency. For more information
about Craig and his services, visit
thevitruvianmethod.com

Sinister sweeteners

Natural honey and stevia are healthier
sweetener options. Photos: Lindsey
Bieda (left) and Thesupermat

High fructose corn syrup has found its way into many processed foods, especially sweets. Photo: Elisa Azzali
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By Maciek Klimowicz

THIS year ’s edition of the
Phuket Classic bodybuilding
competition will see 145 contes-
tants flex their muscles to please
the audience.

The event will be held at Cen-
tral Festival Phuket on October
12, from 11am to 7pm and will
see 10 foreigners competing in
a separate category.

“The judges will be evaluat-
ing the contestants depending on
body type, weight and race.
What they are looking for are
beautiful, symmetrical muscles,”
explains Wilaiporn Wannaklang,
president of the Phuket Body-
building Club, which is the
event’s organizer.

“Not only size matters, but
also the shape and general
elegance of movements.”

More than size matters

It takes a strict diet and many hours spent at the gym for such results.

According to
Ms Wilaiporn,
preparing for the
competition de-
mands great
effort and a lot
of sacrifices in-
cluding a strict
diet and many
hours spent at
the gym. This is
something she
knows a lot
about, having
herself won the
first place in the
2012 World
Bodybuilding &
Physique Fed-
eration (WBPF)
Women Body-
building (50kg class), the
Championship at the 2010 and 2012
Thailand National Games Women’s

Bodybuilding Open, the 2012
Siam Classic Women’s Bodybuild-
ing Open, and first place in

the Women’s
Bodybuilding
class at the Mr
Thailand com-
petition.

A l t h o u g h
the Phuket
Classic event
is divided into
12 different
categories, it
is the “Men’s
Model Phy-
sique” that’s
the most com-
petitive.

“It is the first
step in muscle
building and it
is easier for
people to get

into,” explains Ms Wilaiporn.
She also suggests that the au-

dience keep an eye on some of

the contestants, including last
year ’s champion Pornpaisan
Ruangsang-pen and Pattaya
competition winner Rattapol
Mookdasanit.

The Phuket Classic is the only
event of its nature in Thailand
supported by the World Body-
building and Physique Sports
Federation and is set to provide
the audience with heaps of mo-
tivation for a more healthy,
fitness-driven lifestyle as well as
numerous opportunities to snap
photos of and with the muscu-
lar champions.

The Phuket Gazette and PGTV's
'Phuket Today' show, the island's
only nationally broadcast television
program (aired daily on True
Visions channels HD-79 and
SD-107), are proud to sponsor this
event.

AS many as 3000 athletes from
19 different Asian countries
participated in the 18th Asian Mas-
ters Athletics Championships in
Kitakami, Japan, among them
British International School Phuket
primary teacher Michele Hossack.

The championships are held
every two years and are the
major athletic sporting event for

BISP teacher goes for gold in Kitakami, Japan
master athletes in Asia.

This year marks the first time the
championships have been opened to
non-Asian athletes, and five of them
joined in the competition, represent-
ing Australia, Russia, Norway,
Turkey and the United States.

BISP’s Hossack competed in
four events, the maximum number
allowed, and achieved one first place

and three second places. However,
as no medals were presented to
non-Asian athletes, Michele had to
make do with a certificate record-
ing her time in each event.

Hossack broke the champion-
ship record in the 300m hurdles
and very narrowly lost the 80m
hurdles by 0.02 of a second to the
top Japanese hurdler.

The championships saw many
seniors competing with the oldest
athlete of 104 years and many more
in their 70s, 80s and 90s.

The city of Kitakami turned out
in force to cheer on the athletes,
and the local school children had
been busy for weeks hand paint-
ing flags welcoming all thenations
participating.      – Phuket Gazette Hossack on the podium. Photo: Supplied

MOST of you have probably heard of
the popular “Dummies” books series.
Here is my “Tennis warm-up for dum-
mies” mini-booklet.

Warming up is something you want to
be good at for two reasons: first, because
it’s good for you; second, because it’s nice
to be socially accepted by your peers, and
nobody likes a bad warm-up partner.

 The warm-up is the time for you to get
your tennis going, both physically and men-
tally. You don’t want to pull a muscle, but
you do want to find your “groove” so that
you can start playing well right from the
start. While you’re trying to get your game
going, you have to help your opponent find
their rhythm as well.  Not an easy task!

The purpose of the warm-up is to hit as
many balls as possible in the shortest time.

Most players like to start their warm-up
from around the service line. It is just like
warming up your body each day. There are
not many of us who wake up in the morn-
ing and immediately start jogging around the
house. Start off your tennis slowly and try
to find some rhythm with your practice part-
ner during the mini-tennis time.

Mini-tennis is easy if you know how to
do it. Play with a 45-degree open racket face
and bump the ball softly. It is imperative
that the ball bounce in front of your prac-
tice partner. Don’t hit it to them or beyond
them. Pretend the ball is an egg and don’t
break it, lots of arc over the net too – your
shots should look like mini rainbows.

Believe it or not, the best tennis players
often look like they are the worst mini-ten-

Take time to find rhythm and make sure your muscles are loose. Photo: www.fit4tennis.

nis players. They try to hit it back and forth
with a 90-degree racket face angle from the
service line. This makes the ball go into the
net unless you hit it quite hard, the exact thing
you don’t want to do if you are trying to find
rhythm and get warmed up.

For the more advanced players it should
be the time for you to warm up your back-
spin. Open the face, create some spin, bounce
it in front of your opponent. In reality, you
are hitting counter dropshots back and forth.

Once you have found rhythm with mini-
tennis, then it is time to move back to the
baseline. From the baseline you should rally
slowly, with a full follow through. For
many players the full follow-through
makes them swing really fast; again, not

Tennis: Warm-up for dummies

conducive to a good warm-up, nor so-
cially acceptable. Start out slow with arc,
do your entire swing so you can “feel”
your shot. Hit it right to your opponent
or practice partner so they can hit it back
to you. This should take a good five min-
utes or so: don’t rush! I always hear
tennis players say “Okay let’s play”
after a  warm-up of 3 minutes. Give
yourself a bit of time to find rhythm and
make sure your muscles are loose.

A good warm-up will lead to a good day
of tennis.                    – Roger Cochrane

Tip by By Thanyapura’s Tennis Head Coach,
Roger Cochrane. To contact roger send an
email to tennis@thanyapura.com

American Katie Wierenga was ranked
third among the USA female Dynamic
No Fins (DNF) athletes after an out-
standing performance at the We Freedive
Suunto Series in Chalong on Sunday.

Wierenga covered 105 meters under-
water in what many believe is the most
technically difficult of the eight Asso-
ciation Internationale pour le
Developpement de l’Apee (AIDA)
freediving disciplines.

Also participating in the event at
Phuket Country Home last week was
fellow American Walter Johnson. Un-
like Wierenga, who flew in from Chiang
Mai, Johnson is a Phuket expat.

“Walter did a strong performance
freedive of 85m, short of his personal
best, but we believe he is now intent on
keeping his white card record safe in
order to win the the overall series prize
of new white Suunto D6i computer that
will be awarded on the final competition
day in December,” one of the event
judges, AIDA Master Instructor Sarah
Whitcher, told the Gazette.

Three events remain in the Phuket
We Freedive Suunto Series, with the
next competition, dynamic with fins,
getting underway at Phuket Country
Home at 10am on October 26.

 Those interested in the sport are in-
vited to join in the pre-event training
session on October 25, starting at
3:30pm.            – Isaac Stone Simonelli

Freedivers go
deep in Phuket
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By Julian Linden

THE banning of a Malaysian mar-
tial arts gold medallist for a doping
offense overshadowed rare victo-
ries for Saudi Arabia and Singapore
at the Asian Games on Tuesday.

Tai Cheau Xuen was stripped
of the gold she won in wushu and
kicked out of the Games after test-
ing positive for sibutramine, a
banned stimulant often found in
weight-loss pills.

The 22-year-old Tai became the
third competitor in the last week
to be expelled from the Asian
Games for drugs but the first
medalist.

There was no immediate reac-
tion from her or Malaysian team
officials but the Olympic Council
of Asia (OCA) released a state-
ment confirming the positive test
and the automatic sanctions.

“After due process according
to the rules and procedures of the
OCA, it has been determined that
the above finding constitutes an
anti-doping rules violation,” the
statement read.

Tai’s expulsion took the gloss
off of a rare triumphant day for
Saudi Arabia and Singapore, who
each collected gold on another day
when the Chinese sporting ma-
chine continued to rumble on.

Saudi Arabia – which was
heavily criticized by human

Doping Malaysian loses Games gold

Tai Cheau Xuen from Malaysia (center) was stripped of her 27th SEA Games Gold Medal in wushu. Photo: Reuters

LIVERPOOL striker Daniel
Sturridge won’t be fit to play in
England’s Euro 2016 qualifiers
against San Marino and Estonia
according to his club manager
Brendan Rodgers.

He has not played since August
due to a groin problem suffered
in an England training session,
which prompted an angry
Rodgers to say the injury “could
have been prevented”.

Sturridge did not travel to
Switzerland for Wednesday’s
Champions League Group B game
at Basel and is doubtful for the next
Premier League game at home to
West Bromwich Albion.

However, Rodgers was quoted
by British media as saying:
“Whether he is available for West
Brom or not, he won’t be fit.

“If you are talking about a
player’s availability for England
they need to be fit to play and
Daniel will not be fit to play.

“It’s something we have
stressed. My focus is on protect-
ing Liverpool players and, at this
moment, my focus is on getting
him fit for Liverpool.”

England host San Marino at
Wembley next Thursday and travel
to Estonia the following Sunday.

Liverpool French defender
Mamadou Sakho is also set for a
spell on the sidelines after suffer-

ing a thigh injury.
“His injury came in a training ses-

sion. It’s unfortunate – he’s just felt
a pain in his thigh,” Rodgers said.

“He went and had a scan on it
which showed he’s got a slight
tear in there, which will be prob-
ably two to three weeks.”

The center back also faces
possible disciplinary action from the
Merseyside club after he walked
out of Anfield before the derby
against Everton when he found out
he was not in the matchday squad.
He later apologized on Twitter.

– Reuters

Sturridge won’t
be fit for England

Daniel Sturridge. Photo: Reuters

rights groups for excluding
women from its team – claimed
just its second gold in Incheon
when Abdullah Waleed Al
Sharbatly won the equestrian in-
dividual jumping event.

Al Sharbatly finished level
with Japan’s Satoshi Hirao after
both had successive clear
rounds. In the jump-off, Al
Sharbatly had another clear
round and got the gold when
Hirao dropped a bar and incurred
a penalty.

“It’s a great feeling to win a
medal. There’s nothing better than
winning the gold,” said Al Sharbtly,
who won a bronze medal in the
team event at the 2012 London
Olympics.

“I was expecting the jump-off
after seeing the second round.
They made the course a bit big-
ger than other competitions.”

SINGAPORE DELIGHT

Singapore also picked up its sec-
ond gold in Incheon with victory
in the women’s bowling team of
five event.

Shayna Ng, who reeled off six
strikes in a row, joined Cherie
Tan, Daphne Tan, New Hui Fen
and Jazreel Tan for a winning to-
tal of 6,119 pins.

South Korea finished with the
silver medal in the team event but
won the individual title through

Lee Na-young.
“I’m very happy with that,”

she said. “But I feel sorry that
we couldn’t get the gold in team
of five.”

The host-nation also won two
golds in soft tennis – which has a
different scoring system and uses
softer balls than regular tennis –
with Kim Hyeong-jun winning the
men’s singles title and Kim Bomi
taking out the women’s singles.

Most of the other medals de-

cided early on Tuesday were
won by China, which took its al-
ready insurmountable medal haul
to 250, including 118 golds, with
four-and-a-half days of compe-
tition still to go.

As expected, China completed
a sweep of the synchronized div-
ing events by winning the men’s
3-meter springboard and women’s
10-meter platform finals.

China also won the women’s
team table tennis title and both

cross-country mountain bike
races, Wang Zhen pedalling to vic-
tory in the men's and Shi Qinglan
in the women’s.

Qiang Wang of China won the
women’s tennis singles title,
beating Luksika Kumkhum of
Thailand 6-3 7-6 (7-5) while
Japan’s Yoshihito Nishioka up-
set top seed Lu Yen-hsun of
Taiwan 6-2 6-2 in the men’s gold
medal match.

– Reuters
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By Natthaphol Wittayarungrote

PHUKET native Nitchaon “Nat”
Jindapol has worked hard, and it
has paid off, resulting in her standing
as one of the top female badmin-
ton players in the world.

The 23-year-old began playing
when she was eight years old and
quickly fell in the love with the
highly popular sport in Asia.

“I’ve been watching the Asian
Games and Olympics since I was
young. I looked up to those play-
ers who represented Thailand and
they made me want to be part of
the team. I wanted to represent
Thailand,” said Nitchaon.

“To be a good badminton player,
first of all you have to put heart

into it, making sure that no one
forces you to play.”

Nitchaon knows gives advice
from experience. Years of self-
motivated hard work and
dedication culminated in her be-
ing selected to compete in the Uber
Cup Asia Zone qualifier in 2010
held in Nakhon Ratchasima – her
inaugural professional appearance.

From there, she has fought her
way closer to the top, attaining the
glory of being the 12th ranked fe-
male badminton player in the world.

Her most coveted accomplish-
ment so far is the Champion of
Siputa Challenge 2012, which was
held in Vietnam the day before her
birthday.

“It was the best birthday gift I

could have hoped for, and I worked
very hard to get it,” she said.

With 12 championship medals
to her credit, her next goal is to
make it into the 2016 Summer
Olympic Games to be held in Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil.

“To make it onto an Olympic
team is my goal now. From now
on, I have to work very hard to
improve my performance in every
upcoming competition to raise my
ranking,” she said.

Nitchaon has vowed to find and
harness the strength within and
pour her heart and soul into achiev-
ing her dreams.

“No matter how good your
trainer is, if you aren’t dedicated,
you will never be the best.”

From a little island
come big dreams
From a little island
come big dreams
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