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Bill Barnett investigates
the growth potential for
Phuket’s medical tourism.
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Accorhotels teams up with
Avista Resort to manage
three Phuket properties.

Aussie joins team rowing
across the Atlantic to raise
cash for cancer foundation.

THE Royal Thai Navy on
Sunday assisted with the res-
cue of four foreigners – three
Canadians and one Brit –
who had been adrift for five
days on damaged sailing
yacht Kiss after the engine
stopped, the mast broke and
the sail ripped.

Full story Page 3

Navy rescues
4 foreigners
adrift in yacht
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   Ignorance continues
to rule opinions, fears as
the Asean Economic
Community takes effect

Many jobs in Thailand will remain protected, despite the AEC. Images: Gazette graphics

By Kongleaphy Keam

THE feared impact the Asean Economic
Community (AEC) will have on Thais in
Phuket’s tourism industry is unwarranted, said
AEC Information Center Director
Thitipasook Jaratjessada.

After years of anticipation, and some de-
lays, the AEC was officially launched on
January 1, 2016. However, there are no
changes to visa requirements or labor laws
for citizens of member nations seeking em-
ployment in Thailand.

“At this stage, the opening of the AEC does
not mean that Asean people can move to what-
ever country they want and start working
without a visa or work permit. What we have
now is a Mutual Recognition Arrangement
(MRA) of Asean,” Ms Thitipasook said. “I’m
aware that there is a lot of misunderstanding
about this. We have held seminars and done
our best to inform Thai citizens, but they sim-
ply won’t listen to us.”

MRA only applies to a number of selected
positions within eight professional fields,
which were named as: engineering services…

Continued on Pages 4-5
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Light rail plans
revised amid
safety concerns
PLANS for Phuket’s multi-
billion-baht light rail project are
being revised, again, to ensure
better safety for motorists
using the roads running along-
side the proposed track routes.

The Highways Department,
under the Ministry of Transport,
has requested that the Office of
Transport and Traffic Policy and
Planning (OTPP) modify the
numerous level crossings
planned along the route to
reduce accidents at intersections.

Initial plans for level cross-
ings with barriers along the
route were subsequently
scrapped, forcing the OTPP to
come up with new plans involv-
ing underpasses.

– Chutharat Plerin

A BUS driver transporting tour
guide students is suspected of
being high on drugs when he
lost control of his vehicle, flip-
ping it on February 27.

The bus was carrying 35
students from Far Eastern Uni-
versity in Chiang Rai on their
way to participate in a training
course for tour guides in Phuket,
Phang Nga and Krabi.

POLICE hunted the driver of a
fuel-transport truck who fled
the scene after killing an Indian
man on February 24.

Cheriya Parambil Johi, 40,
sustained a fatal head injury in
the crash on bypass road.

Nearby, police found an Ital-
Thai Construction Company
truck that was allegedly in-
volved in the accident.

Inside the truck, police
found the business card of
Ital-Thai employee Samran
Janput, 56.

Mr Janput surrendered him-
self to police hours after the
accident. He has been charged
with reckless driving causing
death.

Representatives from Ital-
Thai Construction Company
have already visited Mr Veera
in hospital and are in compen-
sation negotiations with the
family of Mr Johi.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

PHUKET taxi drivers denied
any association with any mafia
organizations during a meeting
with Dussadee Arayawuthi,
deputy permanent secretary for
the Justice Ministry, on Febru-
ary 26.

Kata-Karon taxi drivers
joined beach vendors and other
locals airing their grievances at
the meeting at Phuket Provin-
cial Hall.

Col Dussadee told those at
the meeting that the ministry
aimed to provide fairness on
matters that affected the pub-
lic and would consider
whether taxi mafia related
charges filed in 2014 against
high-ranking officials were
appropriate.

Phuket’s chief public pros-
ecutor, Pisitpol Phumsawat,
said that the taxi mafia cases
were still being investigated by
the Region 8 Public Prosecu-
tion Office in Surat Thani.

– Sukawin Tanthavanich

Long-standing champion of jet-skis, former Phuket Marine Office Chief Phuripat Theerakulpisut,
left the province on February 26 after being transferred to landlocked Nonthaburi. The transfer
comes fast on the heels of the February 18 arrests of 28 jet-ski  operators during a Central
Investigation Bureau raid. For the full story, visit PhuketGazette.net. Photo: Chutharat Plerin

The accident occurred at the
Khok Kloi T-junction in Phang
Nga. Twenty of the students
suffered minor injuries and
were taken to Takua Thung
Hospital.

The driver, Tanapon
Prakobmit, 32, tested positive
for illegal drugs.

– Winai Sarot Tourist drowns
at Karon Beach
LIFEGUARDS pulled the body
of a tourist from the waters off
Karon on February 28.

Though the man was found
with no identification on him,
which is often the case in
water-related fatalities, police
were later able identify him as
Chinese national Huanying
Zhang, 27.

Mr Zhang’s body was taken
to Vachira Phuket Hospital to
determine the cause of death.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

Bull elephant
kills mahout at
trekking camp
AN ENRAGED bull elephant
stomped his mahout to death at
a trekking camp in Ao Nang on
February 27.

The 12-year-old male
elephant named ‘Plai Sridor
Nakorn’ was in musth – an an-
nual period of heightened
testosterone levels – and had

Bridge players
need not worry,
say officials
POLICE have confirmed that
playing bridge in Phuket is not
illegal, as long as no gambling
is involved.

The confirmation follows
reports of police and military
officers raiding a bridge club in
Pattaya, which led to the arrest
of 32 foreigners earlier this
month.

Even though money did not
change hands in Pattaya, play-
ers were charged under a 1935
Thai law that states that no
one can possess more than
120 playing cards at a time.
Another alleged offence was
that the card boxes did not
possess an official govern-
ment seal.

been chained up after becom-
ing highly aggressive.

The animal killed Anan-
tamek Thongtae, 21, when the
mahout attempted to unchain
him.

Mr Anantamek was pro-
nounced dead on arrival at
Krabi Hospital.

Officials stated that Plai
Srido Nakorn will remain
chained until musth passes. He
will then be allowed to return
to work.

– Kritsada Mueanhawong

Many people have since
voiced concerns over what they
say is a ‘lack of evidence’ to
warrant the arrests, as bridge is
considered a sport, not gam-
bling in Thailand.

Officials assured that there
was no need for bridge players
in Phuket to panic.

– Chutharat Plerin

Allegedly high
driver flips bus,
students injured

Indian man dies
in hit-and-run
on bypass road

‘Jet-ski Champion’ gets
transferred from island

‘Not mafia’ say
Phuket cabbies
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Gov Chamroen (left) inspects the
flyover. Photo: Phuket PR

The four foreigners were given first aid on their rescuers’ cargo ship. Photo: Royal Thai Navy

By Chutharat Plerin

THE Royal Thai Navy (RTN)
on February 28 assisted with the
rescue of four foreigners who
had been adrift at sea on a dam-
aged sailing yacht for five days.

The Canadian and British
sailors were aboard the Malay-
sian-flagged yacht Kiss when
the engine stopped working.

Shortly thereafter, the lead
mast on the boat cracked, fol-
lowed by the sail ripping after
it was hoisted up a secondary
mast, explained a member of
the RTN Third Area Command,
who declined to be named.

Maryse Doyer, 68; Jaques
Doyer, 63; Andre Belzile, 73;
and Colin David Osmond, 37,
were rescued and brought on
board the cargo ship MV Kota

Five days adrift: foreigners
rescued from stranded yacht

Teguh. Crew provided them
food and water, and radioed the
RTN for assistance.

“We received a report that an
11-meter-long yacht with four

people was adrift just 52 nauti-
cal miles south of Phuket,” the
RTN source said. “We immedi-
ately dispatched a rescue team.”

Kiss was towed back to the

Navy port in Cape Panwa on
February 28.

The rescued sailors were
taken to Vachira Phuket Hos-
pital for recovery.

Phuket Zoo stonewalls orangutan investigators
PHUKET Zoo management
is stonewalling officials in-
vestigating the case of Milo,
a 13-year-old orangutan.

“The Zoo manager,
Surapong Chanthaweewong,
has refused to answer any
questions with regard to how
the orangutan was obtained,
cared for, or ‘released into

the wild’,” said Piyawat
Sukhon, chief of the Khao Phra
Thaeo Non-hunting Zone. “He
simply told us that we should
continue with the legal
process.”

When contacted by the Ga-
zette, the Phuket Zoo
employee who answered the
call declined to comment and

denied having any contact in-
formation for the Zoo
manager.

“We are still collecting evi-
dence, which we plan on
handing over to police. We will
also be submitting a letter to
Phuket Provincial Police Com-
mander Teeraphol Thipjaroen,”
said Mr Piyawat. “Anyone with

information that might be
used in the case, please sub-
mit it to us.”

Information can be deliv-
ered to the Khao Phra Thaeo
Non-hunting Zone Office
near the Thanyapura training
center or emailed to
piyawat_forest@hotmail.com.

      – Kongleaphy Keam

Phuket flyover
project to open
this month

AFTER suffering months of
daily 200,000-baht fines, the
construction company of the
highly anticipated Klong Koh
Pee Flyover will have the
project ready to present to be
open for use midway through
this month, while the grand
opening is on April 6.

The flyover connects
Sakdidet Road Soi 7 directly to
Saphan Hin. Ground was bro-
ken for the project in 2013.

Work on the project began
19 years ago, but was held up
after the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Environment
ruled that the final stretch could
not be built through mangroves
in the area.

The project was approved by
Cabinet under the Yingluck
Administration in 2012, fol-
lowing a series of special legal
amendments during the admin-
istration of the Abhisit
government.

– Sukawin Tanthavanich
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From page 1

…nursing services, architec-
tural services, surveying quali-
fications, accountancy services,
dental practitioners, medical
practitioners and tourism pro-
fessionals. There are 32 job
titles listed within the tourism
professionals category, which
includes positions in the hos-
pitality industry.

Previously, there were only
three ways in which a foreigner
was legally allowed to work in
Thailand: hav-
ing up to 49
per cent invest-
ment in a
company; be-
ing transferred
from the head-
quarters of an
international
company; or
being in a
high-demand
profession that
was not re-
served for
Thais.

“The MRA
is simply the
r e c o g n i t i o n
and standard-
ization of
certifications
within these
professional
fields, among
all Asean
m e m b e r s .
However, each
country’s indi-
vidual laws
and additional
requirements for employment
within their borders remain,”
said Ms Thitipasook.

Those wanting to work in a
fellow Asean member nation
must apply to the necessary
government body, such as the
Thailand Ministry of Tourism
and Sports. The applicant will
then have to obtain an ‘MRA’
certification, explained Ms
Thitipasook.

Within the tourism profes-
sionals category there are three
types of certifications, which
are applicable for entry
level positions, mid-level
management or upper-level
management accordingly.

“For example, in the past,
Singapore might not have
recognized a degree in engi-
neering issued in Thailand.
However, an applicant armed
with the degree and the relevant
MRA certificate will be
recognized as a qualified
professional there,” Ms
Thitipasook said.

However, not all of the eight
professional categories have
MRAs established yet.

“Please contact the relevant
office for your profession to get
further information,” Ms
Thitipasook said.

Phuket Tourism Association
(PTA) Vice President Bhurit
Maswongsa supported Ms
Thitipasook’s claims that Thais
working in the hospitality in-
dustry had nothing to worry
about.

“Free flow labor is just an
i d e o l o g i c a l
concept at
this stage. It
sounds beauti-
ful. However,
there are still
n u m e r o u s
additional re-
quirements put
in place by
each country
to protect their
citizens’ jobs,”
said Mr Bhurit.

“This is not
to say Thais
should stop
trying to
i m p r o v e
t h e m s e l v e s
and develop
i m p o r t a n t
skill  sets,
such as En-
glish-language
skills.

However,
even if those
with better En-
glish-speaking
abilities do

come to Thailand for work,
they do not have local knowl-
edge, Thai-language skills or
the Thai-service mentality.
There is nothing to be afraid
of.”

Nonetheless, a number of
people the Gazette spoke to
within the hospitality industry,
or preparing to graduate
from local universities, were
worried.

“Even though I am studying
in an international program, I
am very worried about the
AEC,” said  Sirikwan
Apichatrakul, a third year hos-
pitality management student at
Prince of Songkla University
(PSU), Phuket Campus. “I am
afraid that labor from other
countries will come and steal
my job.”

Another PSU hospitality stu-
dent, Benjawan Chaichana, 21,
shared Ms Sirikwan’s con-
cerns.

“I am especially worried
about the Filipino people, who

Understand

‘ It is hard to see any
negative impact the

AEC will have on Thai-
land at this stage. Each

country has laws to
protect its workforce.

The only negative
impact that we are now

facing is that Thai
people are not willing to
learn about the AEC.’

Officials fear motorhomes
will damage island tourism

An RV in Phuket. Photo: The Nation

NEARLY a dozen motor
homes and recreational ve-
hicles (RVs) recently spotted
on the island prompted officials
to rethink regulations for such
vehicles entering Thailand.

“I was told that these ve-
hicles stay over night in public
places, such as Saphan Hin, Ya
Nui and Nai Yang beaches,”
said Phuket Vice Governor
Prajiad Aksornthammakul at a
meeting on February 24.

“I’m worried that if we ig-
nore this matter, it may affect
the island’s tourism,” he said.

The RVs in question entered
Thailand via the R3A route,
which is part of the North-South
Economic Corridor that links
Thailand with Laos and China.

Nearly 3,000 trailers entered
Thailand via the Chiang Rai-
Loas boarder during the recent
Chinese New Year holiday alone.

“The vehicles may be able to
cross the border and comply with

customs laws. However, they are
not necessarily complying with
land transport laws,” Phuket
Provincial Police Deputy Com-
mander Saman Chainarong.

Phuket Land and Transport
(PLTO) Chief Policy Adviser
Jaturong Kaewkasi explained
that most of the RVs in ques-
tion were breaking the law.

“Some of these motor homes
are illegal because they have
failed to be registered with the
Land and Transport Office be-

fore entering the country. Ad-
ditionally, it is possible that
some of the drivers are not car-
rying the necessary driver’s
licence,” Mr Jaturong said.

Though there are concerns
about the legality of the RVs,
Thailand does already have a
number of fees in place with
regards to the vehicles entering
the Kingdom.

Santi Pawai, chief of the
Ministry of Tourism and Sports
Phuket Office, stated that he will
be working with the Land Trans-
port Office and Customs
Department to reconcile differ-
ences in their regulations to help
clarify what needs to be done.

V/Gov Prajiad noted that un-
til solid regulations are put in
place, local authorities would be
in charge of accommodating
mobile homes in their areas, as
well as confirming that the ve-
hicles and their occupants are
legal. – Chutharat Plerin
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what AEC means for Phuket
look Thai, but speak better En-
glish than us. If they come to
Phuket, hotels will choose to
employ them over us,” she said.
“However, I also have the op-
portunity to work in other
countries. I am studying in an
international program, so I am
quite confident about my abil-
ity to work abroad.”

Surin Pitsuwan, former sec-
retary-general of ASEAN,
affirmed that students such as
Ms Benjawan had nothing to
worry about.

“The AEC is an opportunity,
not a disaster. We have opened
up the labor market. Inside
Thailand the market is 67 mil-
lion jobs-strong. Now, the
market is more than 600 mil-
lion – there are many more
options and opportunities,” Dr
Surin said.

Some in the hospitality in-
dustry showed less concern
about how the opening of the
AEC might affect them, even
though they were unaware of
exactly what it meant for Thai-
land.

“I don’t know much about
the AEC and free-flow labor.
However, I’m not worried,”
said Puttida Thanviset, a front
office employee at Kata
Rocks Resort & Residences.
“Why should I be worried? I
am a local. I know more about
my country and province than
a foreigner. My English is not
that bad and I have almost two

years of experience working
in the hotel business. I think
no one can steal my job.”

Gochaporn Thongsrichan, a
23-year-old guest assistance

service employee at Royal
Paradise Hotel and Spa Patong,
concurred.

“We are Thai. We live in
Thailand. There is no reason for

us to be scared; the Thai gov-
ernment will protect us,” she
told the Gazette.

Phuket Employment Office
Chief Pitool Dumsakorn

pointed out that it was not a
battle between foreign laborers
and Thais.

“The AEC does not create
competition; it allows the tal-
ents of nationals from other
Asean nations to complement
what is already here,” Mr Pitool
said.

“Thai people are always
worried that foreigners will
steal their jobs, but the foreign-
ers just come to fill voids in the
workforce.

“Most of the foreign work-
ers coming here are skilled
workers that are needed in
Thailand so we can continue to
improve as a nation.”

Mr Pitool suggested that
those who were concerned
should focus on personal and
professional development, es-
pecially with regards to
learning English.

“It is hard to see any nega-
tive impact the AEC will have
on Thailand at this stage.
Each country has laws to pro-
tect its workforce. The only
negative impact that we are
now facing is that Thai people
are not willing to learn about
the AEC. They panic without
knowing what the facts are,”
he said.

“Please remain calm, read,
learn and improve yourself.
Focus on improving yourself,
and let the government con-
tinue to work hard to protect
you.”

Members look to develope economical might, but there’s not much change on the ground yet. Photo: Wikipedia
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AS THE Gazette scuba diving col-
umnist for the last four years, I was
dumbfounded when I was flipping
through the publication’s vast ar-
chives and stumbled over the head-
line screaming from page one of the
2006 March 4-10 issue: HUGE
REEF DISCOVERED.

A unique swath of biodiversity for
Thailand that consumed at least four
square kilometers of seabed off Tai
Muang in Phang Nga was the big-
gest such reef in the region. The
discovery followed a report in Janu-
ary stating that about 50 per cent of
reefs inspected along the Andaman
coast after the tsunami were de-
stroyed.

“It was great – very big and
healthy. It is in good condition and
only about one per cent was damaged
by the tsunami,” said the head of the
Thailand Marine Coastal Conserva-
tion Unit at the time. “It is completely
different from the [reefs at] the
Similans, Surin or Richelieu  it is not

sloping, and it is home
to species never before
seen in Thai waters, as
well as species [that be-
fore were] only seen in
the Similans.

Researchers were
sure that the reef had
the capacity to boost tourism in the
region, but only once a good man-
agement plan was put in place… Has
it taken more than 10 years to estab-
lish a plan? What happened to the
mysterious reef that was considered
‘both a bombshell and a cause for
joy’ by members of the dive indus-
try? Those are perhaps questions for
some of the old sea dogs at your lo-
cal dive.

However, coral reef damage wasn’t
the only troublesome legacy of the tsu-
nami found in the March 4-10 issue.
Though officials declared a test of 12
tsunami warning towers on February
22 a success, residents told the Ga-
zette that they were terrified during the

process, as they had
received no warning
of the trial. During
the test, full emer-
gency messages
were broadcast  all
this a little more than
a year after the hor-

rific waves crushed the coastline. In
fact only a few years ago, similar fail-
ures to inform tourists and locals of
emergency drills led a number of
people to panic  and this was without
recently having witnessed or dealt
with the loss of loved ones and friends
to the waves.

The warning, broadcast in English,
simply said: “Attention please! Atten-
tion please! There are tidal waves
from storm winds. Please leave the
beach as far as possible for higher
ground urgently.”

That is, without a doubt, one way
to incite panic in a crowd of tourists
– those tourists bold enough to be the
foundation necessary to promote the

regrowth of the industry on the
island.

Also causing a stench on the
beach was an old friend that even
newer expats are familiar with:
Cladophora.

The blooming bay, which has
taken page one a number of times
throughout the years, had signs of
‘high organic content that comes
from wastewater, a marine biologist
at the Phuket Marine Biological
Center explained in 2006. A similar
explanation has been printed in the
Gazette’s pages almost annually
since.

Though the extraordinary Phang
Nga reef and unique ecosystem that
was associated with it has become
buried in the bowels of history, re-
calling the stench of unprocessed
wastewater crossing popular
beaches and throwing a party in the
bay does not take an elephant’s
memory.

– Isaac Stone Simonelli
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Two foreigners
allegedly raped
by fishermen

PM to put stop
to Songkran
water wars

Plea extension
sought for Koh
Tao convicts

A KOH KOOD tourist police
inspector has been transferred
to an inactive post for allegedly
failing to immediately inform
supervisors about the alleged
assault and rape of foreign tour-
ists over the weekend, police
chief Pol General Chakthip
Chaijinda said February 29.

Five Cambodian fishermen
have been charged for raping
and assaulting foreign tourists
near a Koh Kood hotel, Deputy
Police Spokesman Krissana
Pattanacharoen said.

Police said the Cambodian
suspects had been working on
a fishing boat and swam ashore
to drink alcohol. They then al-
legedly surprised four French
tourists in a dark, isolated area
behind the hotel, assaulted all
four with knives and sticks, and
raped the two women. One of
the men escaped and alerted
hotel staff, while the other three
were seriously injured and
taken to hospital.

THE government wants the
famed Songkran Festival toned
down to ‘rod nam dam hua’ –
pouring a small amount of wa-

Dengue fever
cases double

THE legal defence team for the
two Myanmar suspects in the
Koh Tao murder case has re-
quested approval from Surat
Thani’s Samui Provincial Court
for a second 30-day extension
period of appeal until March 24.

Nakhon Chompoochart, one
of the lawyers assigned to work
on the Koh Tao murder case by

New wave of
hackers behind
website attacks

THE first two months of this
year have seen the number of
dengue fever patients in Thai-
land double from the same pe-
riod last year, said Sopon
Mekthon, permanent secretary
at the Public Health Ministry.

The first two months of 2016
saw 8,651 dengue fever cases
and one death – compared to
4,263 cases over the first two
months of 2015.

ter on the hands of revered el-
ders to ask for blessings – in
the face of the country’s
drought problem this year.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha has asked for public
cooperation in saving water,
while waterworks authorities
are controlling water supplies.

the Lawyers Council of Thai-
land, on February 24 said his
team was still gathering evi-
dence that would be used in the
appeal, as the reason for seek-
ing the extension.

BURMESE hackers say they
have attacked Thai government
websites since early January
and stolen data as part of a
long-running, broader cam-
paign against those critical of
Myanmar’s government.

The Blink Hacker Group
said in Facebook posts and in
an email interview that its at-
tacks were in retaliation for
Thailand sentencing two Bur-
mese to death for the murder
of two British backpackers late
last year, reported Reuters.

The group said it posted
online data it took from
websites of the Thai prison
agency and justice ministry,
saying databases from any gov-
ernment websites it hacked
‘should be made public’.

Thai police said that they
had yet to determine who was
behind the attacks, but denied
those responsible were from
Myanmar.

The attacks do, though,
mark an escalation in com-
puter hacking since Myanmar
opened up to foreign invest-
ment and ended decades of
military rule in 2011, re-
searchers say.
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Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

Rules are useless
unless enforced

Re: Officials investigate Ka-
mala Beach encroachment al-
legations, February 27

Why would anyone bother to
make rules that are not enforced?

5,000 baht for riding on a
path; jet-ski and longtail rental
vendors operating outside the
zones; car park taken over by
vendors who think they now
own it; cars and motorcycles
blocking footpaths. Nothing is
ever enforced in Kamala.

Frustrated
Gazette forum

Condoning behavior
by accommodating

Re: ‘We’re not mafia,’ say Phuket
taxi drivers, February 29

Anyone who has lived in the
area for any amount of time can
attest to the brazen thug-like
attitude of these creeps. They
monopolize most prime park-
ing spaces and threaten anyone
who might consider parking
within their turf.

The municipality tacitly
condones their monopoly by
creating taxi-only parking
spaces along roads that are
only wide enough for 2-lane
traffic, and they allow the taxis
to take over the public road-
side salas.

Buster
Gazette forum

Gateway would be
perfect for RV park

Re: Phuket fears motor home
stampede, February 26

So, it’s okay to buy food from
a restaurant but not a market?

Maybe we should close all
the markets then. Other coun-
tries have thriving RV tourism.
An ideal location to create a
controlled area for RVs would
be the Phuket Gateway – that
White Elephant provides no
other purpose at present.

As for the legality of RVs, let’s
start at home and ban samlors,
songtaews, clapped out buses
and all other illegal vehicles.

Mister Ree
Gazette forum

Moving on to a bet-
ter marine industry

Re: ‘Jet-ski Champion’ trans-
ferred out of Phuket, Febru-
ary 26

Well now, is this the start of
a move to clean things up a bit?

Respect the country
you choose to be in

Re: Foreigners suspected of
vandalizing iconic Phuket lo-
cations, March 1

There seem to be some stu-
pid people in this world who
have no respect whatsoever.

Respect the country, you are
a guest in it. Shame on them.

Manners
Gazette forum

Re: Hit-and-run driver kills In-
dian man in Phuket, February 25

To flee the scene of an acci-
dent is a crime in most
countries, but obviously not
here; otherwise, the driver
would face additional charges.

It’s a cowardly act and he
may have something to hide. A
wai and a sorry is not good
enough. He could have helped
the victim and saved a life.

Condolences to the
deceased’s family.

Harry
Gazette forum

Sorry is not good enough for cowardly acts

This character was regularly
quoted giving his controversial
opinions, a la ‘jet-skis are un-
der control’ and ‘accidents
happen’, with regards to the
multiple deaths already this
year on the waters of Phuket.

It is a good thing for Phuket
that he is being moved on.

Geoff
Gazette forum

Congrats on another
courageous article

Re: Opinion: Orchestrating
freedom for orangutans, Feb-
ruary 28

Bravo PG! Another coura-

geous article on behalf of the
voiceless animals.

I hope it will motivate the
relevant authorities to uncover
the possibly inconvenient truth
of how these abuses can go on
so long, right under their noses.

TopcatHKT
Gazette forum

THE Gazette applauds the Central Investigation Bureau’s
recent crackdown on illegal jet-ski rental operators and the
coincidental transfer of the industry’s long-time ‘champion’
to a relatively inactive post.

We hope whoever is assigned to replace former Phuket Ma-
rine Office Chief Phuripat Theerakulpisut will make tourist
safety a real priority and begin to clamp down. The prob-
lems that the jet-ski rental industry brings with it has done
much damage to Phuket’s image as a safe and attractive tour-
ist destination over the years.

News of Mr Phuripat’s transfer to landlocked Nonthaburi
province came as a surprise to many, especially given the fact
that his star appeared to be on the rise when he was promoted
to the lofty position of acting director of the Marine Office Re-
gion 5 on October 1 last year, the beginning of fiscal year 2016.
That role empowered him to oversee marine safety issues, not
only here in Phuket, but also the other five Andaman coast prov-
inces of Phang Nga, Krabi, Trang, Ranong and Satun.

Mr Phuripat’s transfer to Nonthaburi, through which the
Chao Phraya River flows on its way to the capital, can hardly
be seen as a lateral move. It does, however, fall far short of the
thorough investigation into his personal finances called for in
this space during his six-year reign as Phuket marine chief.

Regardless of the trajectory of Mr Phuripat’s future ca-
reer path, the good news is that Phuket now enjoys a
long-overdue opportunity to begin better enforcement of
safety measures on rented jet-skis that were blatantly disre-
garded during the former chief’s tenure, sometimes with
tragic or even fatal results.

The list of jet-ski transgressions that have been carried
out with impunity in recent years is simply too lengthy to be
comprehensively listed in this space.

The Gazette would also like to extend our thanks to the many
foreign diplomatic missions that helped keep up the pressure
and continued to lobby the central government to do some-
thing about Phuket’s notorious jet-ski scams after the National
Council for Peace and Order took power in May 2016.

In particular, we would like to pay our last respects to the
late Honorary Consul from Germany Dirk Naumann, who
passed away last month from cancer. Mr Naumann was
among the most vocal critics of the jet-ski rental industry in
Phuket, calling on numerous provincial governors to do some-
thing about the sorry situation.

Jet-ski-free Phuket
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Do you have an opinion to voice?
Email Editor@PhuketGazette.net

By Sahar Aftab Paliwala

Words from the Wise
“Fantasy is a necessary ingredient in living,
it’s a way of looking at life through the
wrong end of a telescope, and that enables
you to laugh at life’s realities.”
                                                                – Dr Seuss

“I realise that I do not change the course of
history. I am an actor, I do a movie, that’s
the end of it. You have to realise we are just
clowns for hire.”
                                      – Leonardo DiCaprio

Suthee Sirianun is the
assistant chief of the Phuket
Drug Prevention and Sup-
pression Center. He is
originally from Phatthalung
Province and graduated
from Ramkhamhaeng Uni-
versity with a double
Masters in Law and Art.

Here he talks about the
island’s need for police dogs and the issues
associated with being able to care for them.

Travelling can be a great adventure if done responsibly. Photo: skeeze

CURRENTLY, Phuket doesn’t
have any police dogs on the
force. Every time we are in
need of one, we borrow them
from the Border Patrol Police
Region 42 in Nakhon Si
Thammarat Province.

As Phuket is growing, the
need for police dogs is increas-
ing as well. They can more
accurately detect drugs. They
are also unbiased – a dog can
never be corrupt.

It’s my dream to see each dis-
trict have at least one police dog
working with them. The cost to
acquire them is relatively low,
and the payoff for the amount
of drug arrests we can detect
with them greatly exceeds what
we could do on our own.

The only issues we really
run into is when we must en-
ter an Islamic community or
household, as dogs are con-
sidered unclean and are
generally not allowed in
homes or buildings.

A lot of people wonder why
we don’t set up a training center
on the island, but it’s just not nec-
essary. The dogs do not need to
be trained continuously. Once
they have been trained, they can
work for many years and live
with the officer who works with
them. So, the training center
would be empty most of the time.

There is, however, a private
training center in Phuket that
actually trained our last two
dogs, which retired from ser-
vice in 2013. There is also the
option of having the dogs
trained in Nakhon Si
Thammarat.

The governor has recently
offered us a budget to hire
dogs for the force. However,

the issue lies in having an of-
ficer able and willing to not
only work with the dog, but
live with it and take care of it
as well.

Officers on the island are
often transferred, leaving the
dog with a new officer it is not
used to working with or living
with. We have actually had
some dogs get sick and die
when this happened.

The alternative at this point
would be to hire staff to take
care of the dogs at a facility.
However, this is also risky, as
staff can also be transferred or
change jobs. Additionally,
these employees are not al-

Travelling responsibly

Cops and canines

lowed to have confidential
data of drug arrests. Just them
knowing when we take the
dogs and bring them back can
be a great risk to our job.

At this point we have yet to
reach a conclusion with the
government, as not only will
we need a budget for the dogs,
but also for the employees who
will take care of them.

Until then, we will keep
borrowing dogs from Nakhon
Si Thammarat and I will
continue to support our
government’s initiative to
bring police dogs to Phuket in
order to keep the island safe
and clear of drugs.

THE recent incident involving
Grace Taylor, a British back-
packer in Krabi who made a
frantic phone call to her family
alleging that people were ‘try-
ing to hurt her’, sparked a lot
of debate on social media about
the ethics of travelling respon-
sibly. Fortunately, Ms Taylor’s
family was able to get to her in
time and she was soon in safe
hands. However, this may not
always be the case.

My intent is certainly not to
blame the victim in these situ-
ations, but there are numerous
instances where teenagers and
young adults visit Thailand,
Cambodia, Vietnam and the
like, completely unprepared for
what to expect, or how to fend
for themselves. I feel that most
parents in such situations think
that having adequate finances
is enough to ensure that their
offspring will have a safe and
comfortable journey. However,
this is quite far from the truth.

The first and most imperative
aspect of preparing to travel is
getting travel insurance. Most
people think insurance is about
as necessary as having es-
tranged long-distance relatives
stay with you for a month. Ad-
mittedly, nobody believes (or
wants to believe) that they may
be victims of a freak accident.
However, such accidents, when
they do occur, come without
warning and are sometimes se-

vere enough to mar you for life.
Next – research, research, re-

search. Taking an adventurous,
spontaneous holiday is all well
until you actually get there and
realize you are completely unfa-
miliar with the customs and
language of the place. Being cul-
turally aware is important if you
are planning to spend anywhere
from one to six months living in
a country where customs and tra-
ditions are drastically different
from your own. This is as much
for your own convenience as it
is out of respect for the people
who will ‘host’ you for that pe-
riod of time.

Finally, families must ensure
that their children have had
enough exposure or street
smarts to handle themselves in
unfamiliar situations when
sending them out to face the
world, so to speak.

I know that part of the charm
of backpacking is to experience
unfamiliar and exciting situa-
tions, but there is a fine line
between ‘finding yourself’ and
being found on the side of a
road as the victim of an unfor-
tunate accident.

I AM planning on buying a
yacht and I would like to know
how I go about getting a licence
to operate the boat myself.

Mr Sakorn Pukham of
the Phuket Marine Office
replies:

You can come take a test at
the Phuket Marine Office lo-
cated at the Deep Sea Port near
Cape Panwa.

You will be given an inter-
view and written test. You have

Where can I acquire a captain’s licence?
to be the owner of the boat in
order to get a captain’s licence.

There are many documents

that you will need to submit in
order to register for the test,
namely: your boat ownership
documents, boat details and
other relevant documents, your
passport with a valid visa and
proof of address.

Once issued, the licence is
valid for five years, after which
you can renew it for another
five years.

For more information con-
tact the Phuket Marine Office
at 076-391 174.

Police dogs used on Phuket are currently borrowed from Nakhon Si
Thammarat Province. Photo: Suthee Sirianun
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Tech stocks are still dangerous

YOU would think the lessons
learned in the dotcom bubble
and subsequent crash would
not be so quickly forgotten, but
last year’s purchase by
Facebook of the free
smartphone app Whatsapp for
22 billion dollars was a very
good reminder of how quickly
we forget.

There is no reason to put
your life savings at risk with
individual stocks in the mod-
ern era of ETFs (exchange
traded funds) and more spe-
cifically unless you are using
money with which you can af-
ford to gamble, you should
always avoid technology
stocks.

Whatsapp charges its users
nothing. It has no real defen-
sive competitive advantage
other than ‘first mover’s advan-
tage’. Yet, even in that, it really
isn’t a first mover. Skype, Line
and even Facebook allow you
to do everything that Whatsapp
does. They all do it for free.
How is this a business model
worth 22 billion dollars?

I can download the app for
free and use it for free. I have
never given Whatsapp a penny.
Is this starting to sound like the
dotcom era yet?

Now, a more important ques-
tion is, ‘are we near the end of

the hysteria over social media
and apps?’

A very big warning sign, and
a very good example of how dan-
gerous these stocks are, occurred
recently with a name you surely
all have heard of. Linkedin is a
social media company for pro-
fessional networking.

Take a quick look at the
chart above.

If you are not an expert at
chart reading, I will summarize:
in one day the Linkedin share
price dropped nearly 50 per
cent, and at the time of writing
it has continued to drop.

Imagine having a sizeable
position in this stock in your
portfolio because, “social me-
dia is the future.”

One could argue that you
should have been aware of the
risk because its price to earn-

ings ratio was even more out of
touch with reality than the rest
of the sector, but it’s all rela-
tive when we talk about
overpriced companies.

Even though everybody
knew e-commerce was going
to revolutionize the way busi-
ness is done, the money
thrown into the companies in
the late nineties and early
2000s went into companies
with business models that did
not justify investment.

New technology will al-
ways be like this. People see
the future value of the tech-
nology, but cannot distinguish
between a good investment or
good business model and a
bad one.

The difference leaves you
exposed to drops like the one
you see in the chart. The broad

market may crash, but when it
recovers you will recover with
it. Many of the dotcom busi-
nesses that were high flyers no
longer exist.

What this would mean is
your investment declined to
zero and then didn’t go on to
recover and reach new highs
along with the broader market.

Investing in the stock mar-
ket is risky enough even if you
are diversified. There is no rea-
son to add company-specific
risk unless you truly have some
risk capital to allocate.

Risk capital by definition is
money that you can afford to
lose in its entirety without your
overall financial situation being
altered significantly.

Warren Buffet is the best
investor in modern times
based on the only metric that
matters – his cumulative long-
term performance.

I don’t think it is a coinci-
dence that he avoids tech-
nology stocks. I would do
yourself a favor and follow
his lead.

David Mayes, MBA, resides in
Phuket and provides wealth
management services to
expatriates around the globe,
focusing on UK pension transfers.
He can be reached at
david.m@faramond.com or 085-
335-8573. Faramond UK is
regulated by the FCA and provides
advice on pensions and taxation.

WARNING SIGNS: Here’s an example of how dangerous and
unpredictable social media stocks can be. In one day, the Linkedin
share price dropped nearly 50 per cent.

McThai to
double in
size by 2020

THE number of McDonald’s
fast food joints in Thailand is
set to almost double over the
next four years with a capital
injection of five billion baht.

McThai Co, the licenced op-
erator of McDonalds outlets in
Thailand, plans to increase the
number of restaurants from 227
to 400 by 2020.

McThai currently employs
9,000 staff across the country and
plans to recruit 1,000 new staff
every year over the next five
years as the burger behemoth
builds between 20 and 25 new
McDonald’s restaurants per year.

The fast food giant’s CEO
Hester Chew, said the company
would invest at least 1 billion
baht with the aim of doubling
last year’s sales figures by 2020.

– The Nation

McThai CEO Hester Chew.
Photo: The Nation
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Phuket International Hospital (PIH) has expanded in anticipation of market growth. Image: PIH

Building a medical tourism hub

Myanmar prices ‘need to be more competitive’

Travellers are dreaming of the wonders of Myanmar. However, prices
are still comparatively high for the region. Photo: KX Studio

By Bill Barnett

PHUKET has the potential to
become a leading regional hub
for medical tourism, an indus-
try that is well positioned for
exponential growth primarily
led by the demand for aesthetic
treatments. Investment oppor-
tunities in medical facilities and
premises are increasingly at-
tractive amidst the backdrop of
a global economic slowdown.

Despite the diminishing
legacy market for Gender Re-
assignment Surgery, the market
has continued to flourish by
focusing on the global move-
ment for beauty enhancement.
Mergers and acquisition activ-
ity is high in Thailand’s
medical sector, seeking to de-
velop quality centers and
facilities to cope with increas-
ing demand from the growing
Asian middle-class, and a
broader international audience.

The island’s major existing
medical institutions include
Phuket International Hospital
and Bangkok Phuket Hospital,
while on the wellness side there
is Thanyapura Integrative
Health Center, Dr Orawan and
Radiant Medical Clinic among
a growing list of new arrivals.

With Phuket’s high growth
over the last decade, existing
facilities have had a hard time
coping with demand and now
Australians and Chinese are
beginning to consume more of

the products and services of
these medical institutions.

Nearly half of the medical
tourists to Phuket come for cos-
metic operations, such as breast
augmentation, which is the
most popular procedure of-
fered.  Recently, there has been
a surge in demand for anti-ag-
ing treatment driven by the
influx of female patients from
Mainland China.

The gloom surrounding the
global economy has not al-
tered the growth trajectory of
the industry. The number of
medical tourist arrivals has
risen consistently at an annual

rate of over 20 per cent in
recent years.

According to the findings
presented in C9 Hotelworks’
recent Phuket Medical Tourism
Market report, Australia has
become the top nationality
making up close to half of all
patients in the market and 70
per cent of cosmetic surgery
clients. In light of the large
number of appointment cancel-
lations triggered by the
Australian dollar to Thai baht
devaluation in 2015, we may
see some shifts in geographic
segments in 2016.

Competitive pricing is a sig-

nificant advantage for Phuket
in attracting travellers world-
wide. The average expenditure
per cosmetic surgery patient
amounts to 150,000 baht while
the average spend on anti-ag-
ing treatments is about 80,000
baht in Phuket. These price
points are attractive to the
quality-conscious, yet price-
sensitive visitors.

The formation of the Asean
Economic Community will in
part catalyze intra-Asean cross-
border investments. Healthcare
services in many Asean coun-
tries will not be able to serve
the needs of their rising middle-

class population. Therefore,
more consumers from these
countries, especially neighbor-
ing Vietnam and Myanmar, are
expected to come to Phuket.

Expanding market demand
for aesthetic treatments is ex-
pected to lead the way for more
investment in the medical in-
dustry. However, as the
competition intensifies, there
will be a development of non-
aesthetic medical service
segments, such as disease treat-
ments, with more hospital and
clinics venturing into this area
to diversify their businesses
and gain a competitive edge.

Today’s wave of investment
is just one of the trends enabling
the market’s evolution. Besides
the opportunities in greenfield
and brownfield projects across
the industry, simultaneously
we are seeing significant
convergence across different
industry sectors. Medical insti-
tutions are venturing into
providing quality recuperation
accommodation to patients, and
similarly hotel groups are in-
vesting in healthcare services
that will blur the lines between
medical service providers and
facilities owners.

Bill Barnett is the Founder and
Managing Director of C9
Hotelworks (C9Hotelworks.com),
a leading Thailand-based
hospitality and real estate
consulting firm.

TOURISM operators in
Myanmar have been urged to
focus on more competitive
prices and reforming products.

Myanmar has some 2,000
travel companies and over
1,400 registered hotels with
about 50,000 rooms.

At a seminar entitled
‘Myanmar Tourism Outlook
2016’, Thet Lwin Toh, chair-
man of the Union of Myanmar
Travel Association and the boss
of Myanmar Voyages Interna-
tional Tourism Co, said that
hotel, airfare and package tour
fees must be competitive.

Tin Tun Aung, managing di-
rector of Thingazar Travels and
Tours, noted that room rates
were 50-70 per cent higher than
other countries in Asean, despite
an overall lower room quality in
Myanmar.

“We need to train all kinds
of staff in the industry and in-
crease their capacity to be
world class. This will be the
biggest challenge for the tour-

ism industry in 2016,” he said.
He noted that opportunities

were high, as 4.5 million visitors
arrived in the country last year,
although the number was low
compared to Thailand (30 mil-
lion), Vietnam (9 million) and
Cambodia (7 million). Laos re-
corded about 5 million visitors.

Tin Tun Aung stressed the
need to focus on attracting both
new and repeat visitors by im-

proving interfaced industries
and through the use of e-
commerce.

He was optimistic about the
outlook for the industry, as
more investment is expected
and this would attract more visi-
tors. He was confident that
Myanmar could catch up with
Thailand in the next few years
and become a world tourism
leader, thanks largely to a vari-

ety of breathtaking landscapes
and friendly people.

“First, Myanmar needs to in-
crease construction work. You
need to build more hotels while
maintaining your cultural heri-
tage,” said Hugo Schleicher,
managing director of Jovago
Myanmar, an online hotel book-
ing service founded by the Asia
Pacific Internet Group.

“Most Myanmar people can-
not afford to stay at hotels. So
you need to make hotel prices
competitive. You also need to
address the issue of traffic in
Yangon, as it is very bad. You
also need to upgrade roads, be-
cause it takes a long time to go
from one place to another.”

There have also been calls
for a greater focus on four ma-
jor destinations – Bagan, Inle,
Yangon and Ngapali – while it
was thought Hpa-an, Dawei,
Myeik, Mawlamyaing, Putao
and Chin State could be attrac-
tive ‘new’ destinations.

– The Nation
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Angsana Laguna Phuket’s
Assistant Beverage Manager
Peerayoth Rattanathitibovorn.

(From L-R) Amari Phuket Resort’s Finance Director Piraphol Hayeechema; Marketing
Communications Manager Penprapa Chooklin; Hotel Manager Richard Margo; Vice
President & Area General Manager, South Thailand, Pierre-Andre Pelletier; Deputy General
Manager Tipaporn Koonphol; Revenue Management Director Orawan Suphanphong; and
Director of Human Resources Chonnanan Prakarn.

Septuplet winning streak
for Amari Phuket Resort
The management team at Amari Phuket Resort threw a special party on Febru-
ary 16 to celebrate a remarkable year of achievement, receiving a total of seven
international industry awards for 2015.

A child gets a helping hand with hands-on fun playing with modelling clay.

Hands-on art for kids

Models flank Movenpick Resort & Spa Karon Beach Phuket' s Marketing Communications
Manager Stefano Colombo (middle left) and General Manager Nick Porter.

Happy birthday Karon Beach Square
Kids had hands-on fun making creatures out of modelling clay at Phuket Inter-
national Hospital with activities organized by the Hands On Art Center on
Febraury 13. The aim of the day was to stimulate and bolster early development.

White and gold was the theme for Karon Beach Square’s first birthday on Febraury
20. The “White Sensation A Touch of Gold” evening of classy entertainment
was a spectacular fiesta for the senses with amazing food and drink, live enter-
tainment plus lucky draws and prize giveaways all night long.

Classic cocktail twist wins
top place for Angsana

Angsana Laguna Phuket
hosted the southern region
heats for the World Class
Cocktail Competition on
February 27, which had
mixologists competing from
Phuket’s top resorts, including
Tu Kab Khao, Twin Palms and
many more. Angsana’s assis-
tant beverage manager was
awarded top place for his clas-
sic Clover Club creation with
a trendy twist and will go on
to compete in the finals in
Bangkok in March.
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Full-on fun for the full moon with the Soul Brothers.Exotic Encounters: Vibrant party-goers enjoy sax on the beach.

Paradise Beach Phuket threw a full moon party ‘Spin on Paradise’ on February 20
with live DJ and saxophone vibes from the Soul Brothers from sundown onwards
for an exotic encounter.

Sax on the beach under a full moon
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Aussie expat joins challenge
to row across Atlantic Ocean

Don’t miss the night glow. Photo:
Th Zimmermann

March 4-5. Lighthouse
Weekend Market
Eat, chill and shop along the
dockside at Phuket Boat
Lagoon’s Lighthouse Market.
Two evenings of live music,
food and fun for all the family
at one of Phuket's signature out-
door events.

Find out more on Facebook:
lighthousemarketphuket, or call
081-8103 328.

This event is sponsored by the
Phuket Gazette.

March 4-11. 18:30-22:30, The
Culinary Journey continues
with Master Chef Degan
Join us for the next installment
in our Culinary Journey with
Indonesia's Master Chef celeb-
rity judge Chef Degan
Septoadji. Experience expertly
crafted artistic twists on tradi-
tional dishes. Enjoy mouth-wa-

tering a la carte offerings, or
simply let Chef Degan take
you on a voyage of discovery
with his delectable set menu.
For more information email:
bhatara.a@marriotthotels.com.

March 26. Thailand Beach
Volley Fest
The International Amateur
Beach Volley Tournament at
Karon Beach will feature
teams from Asia, Australia,
Europe and the Americas.
Classes are: Men’s 2 x 2,
Women’s 2 x 2 and Mixed 4 x
4. Players of all levels are wel-
come to compete. The entry
fee is 2,000 baht. There is no

admission charge for specta-
tors.

This event is proudly spon-
sored by the Phuket Gazette.

April 6. Chakri Memorial
Day
Chakri Day commemorates
the origins of the Chakri dy-
nasty founded by Rama I who
established Bangkok as the
nation’s capital. HM King
Bhumibol Adulyadej is the
ninth monarch of the Chakri
dynasty.

April 13-15. Songkran
Festival
Songkran is the Thai New Year
Festival also known as the Wa-
ter Festival. The festival in-
cludes waterfights, parades,
pageants and paying homage
to one’s ancestors, among
other celebrations.

Luke Richmond is the head coach at Unit 27. Photo: Row2Rio

By Isaac Stone Simonelli

AUSSIE head coach at
Phuket’s Unit 27 – a weight
loss and conditioning facility
on the island – Luke Rich-
mond, has joined a team of
three extraordinary adventurers
as they attempt to set a
Guinness World Record by
rowing across more than
6,000km of open sea, travelling
from Portugal to Brazil.

Mr Richmond – already in
peak condition from incorporat-
ing a NeuroPhysics training
program from Ken Ware into his
weekly schedule of crossfit,
climbing and adventure training
– was invited to join the rowing
challenge after one of the team
members was struck with ap-
pendicitis just two weeks from
their scheduled departure. With-
out hesitation, Mr Richmond
jumped on a plane to meet with
Susannah Cass from Ireland,
Mel Parker from the UK, and
Jake Heath, also from the UK.

“I have used the term, ready
for anything, many times while
coaching classes in fitness. If
the world economy collapsed
tomorrow, or if an environmen-
tal disaster struck are you
capable of physically and men-
tally surviving. I have always
prided myself on being ready,
and above all else ready for
adventure,” Mr Richmond
wrote on his Facebook.

“In the past five years, I have
climbed the biggest mountains
on six continents, been held cap-
tive in West Papua, have trained

at my absolute best, endured
many suffer-fests on expeditions
around the world and have loved
every moment of it.

“Adventure has been a big part
of my life and I am about to em-
bark on my biggest challenge so
far. I am very grateful to the team
for giving me an opportunity to
attempt this row with them.”

Originally set to depart on Feb-
ruary 21, the team’s two month
journey was delayed due to a
large, inbound weather system.
Fortunately for Mr Richmond, the
delay gave him invaluable addi-
tional training time as he dives
into the deep end with no previ-
ous outdoor rowing experience.

“The hardest part will be
what I call the ‘suffer-fest’. Con-
stant pain from sea sores and
chaffing with little sleep. It will
be a mental battle. Two hours
rowing with two hours rest for
24 hours, about 50-60 days.”

The team departed on Mon-
day, with rations for 75 days.

The suffer-fest is timed to
coincide with the Olympic
venue making its crossing
from London to Rio de
Janeiro. The Row2Rio team
created the challenge to honor
the Olympics. The team in-
tends to follow the Olympic
journey using sheer human
power through a combination

of rowing and cycling. The
team will first cycle from Lon-
don to Portugal, then rest up
and prepare for the sea leg.
Once they touch shore in Rio,
the three original team mem-
bers will be saddling up for the
last leg of the journey to Rio.

The route itself has never
before been completed. With
full backing from the Ocean
Rowing Society and support
from ocean rowing experts,
they have plotted a route that
will allow them to complete
the journey using only an
ocean rowing boat, bicycles
and the four team members’
determination.

Though the challenge is set
to pay tribute to the athletic
feats of man, it is also raising
funds for Macmillan Cancer
Support – an entirely different
kind of battle and test of the
human mind and body.

“We fully support their ethos
that no one should face cancer
alone, currently one in four
people are isolated facing can-
cer. Our target is £200,000 of
which £75,000 will be to fund
the boat (which we’ll sell at the
end and donate the proceeds to
Macmillan) and £125,000 for
the charity, which is enough to
fund two Macmillan Nurses for
two years,” explains the
Row2Rio website.

Follow the team’s journey
on Facebook at Row2Rio or
support their efforts to raise
money for Macmillan Cancer
Support by going to the
Row2Rio website.

HOT air balloons will be fill-
ing the sky above the island
during the Songkran holiday
this April for the very first
‘Phuket Thailand Balloon Mu-
sic Festival’.

At least 20 hot air balloons
are expected to take part in the
national balloon fiesta, to be
held April 14-17 at Phuket
Paradise Park, near the British
International School Phuket.

Balloon fiestas have recently
become a new and popular way
of boosting tourism in the
country.

Promoter and organizer
Kritpanat Patwarasit met with
Phuket Governor Chamroen
Tipayapongtada and other local
officials to outline initial plans
for the event.

One of the event’s highlights
will be a colorful ‘night glow’
light and sound spectacle.

Visitors will be able to take
rides in the balloons on tethered
flights, as well as on free-fly-
ing sightseeing tours, weather
permitting.

Entry fees will be 200 baht
each for adults and 100 baht for
students. There is no charge for
children 11 years old or
younger.

– Sukawin Tanthavanich

Hot air balloons
coming to island



PHUKET GAZETTE 15March 5-11, 2016

#Phuket rules Instagram food

Hilton F&B Masters go
toe-to-toe in the kitchen

A number of awards were handed
out at the event. Photo: The Nation

PICTURE THIS: Phuket people love food photos. Image: Hoppa

By Kongleaphy Keam

THOUGH the sultans of
Instagram selfies reign in Lon-
don, it’s Phuket food that gets
the most publicity on the so-
cial media giant, according to
research by airport transfer
company Hoppa.

“In the modern era, the holi-
day experience doesn’t just
live in the moment and in the
memory, it isn’t even resigned
only to traditional photo al-
bums… Because now, the
holiday experience lives and
breathes through Instagram,”
Hoppa explained on its
website. “If you have an ac-
count, it’ll be one of the first
places your holiday photos will
probably go. Filters, hashtags
and captions all seizing your
holiday snaps and turning them
into the envy of your friends.”

During a one-month period,
Hoppa collected 1,000 photos
from the top 50 most-travelled-
to destinations in the world.

Though that offered some ba-
sic trending information, the
company did some significant
further data mining, breaking
down the types of photos
posted into the following cat-
egories: selfies, scenery,

couples, food, shopping,
group, wildlife, alcohol,
sexual and marketing.

When it came to food pho-
tos, Asia nearly swept the
top-ten list with only Las Vegas
sneaking in at number six to rep-

resent the western world. And
the cherry on top of the foodie
photo buffet: Phuket. The island
province was followed by
Shanghai, Guangzhou, Beijing
and Pattaya.

Adding more yeast to the ris-
ing trend of food photography
on Phuket is United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) dubbing Phuket a
‘City of Gastronomy’, honor-
ing the island’s rich culinary
history and unique cuisine.

“Phuket Baba food com-
bines recipes from Royal Thai
Cuisine, common Thai dishes,
Hokkien Chinese food and
Malay cuisine, which together
create a unique blend of deli-
cate flavors that are not too
spicy, not too sweet and not
too salty,” Dr Kosol Tang-
Uthai, president of the Thai
Peranakan Association, told
the Gazette.

Among the dishes included
in the application were the

Baba recipes for moo hong, oh-
aew, mee hokkien, mee hun,
nam chub yam and bue tord.

Phuket is the fifth ‘City of
Gastronomy’ as it joins Popayan
City in Colombia, Ostersund in
Sweden, Chengdu in China and
Jeonju in South Korea.

Despite its luxury pool vil-
las and stunning beaches,
Phuket didn’t make the top
ten when it came to sexually
suggestive posts or any of the
other sub-categories used by
Hoppa.

In total, about 2,788,000
Instagram photos were given
#Phuket in 2015, making it the
34th most tagged destination in
the world.

Of course, those just want-
ing to generate some social
media envy by garnering the
most ‘likes’ on their photos
should head to Los Angles or
Bangkok. But even then,
Phuket isn’t a terrible choice,
as it landed in 12th place, just
behind Barcelona.

HILTON Worldwide held its
F&B Masters regional grand
final last month, bringing to-
gether the group’s world-class
talents, who demonstrated
skill, innovation and flair while
paying culinary homage to the
gastronomic heritage of the cit-
ies they represent.

Hailing from 20 countries
and territories in the sub-re-
gions of Australasia, Southeast
Asia, India, Greater China and
Mongolia, Japan, Korea and
Micronesia, the finalists deliv-
ered food and beverage
masterpieces to a panel of ex-
perts that included chef
Jamnong Nirangsan, president
of Thai Chef Association and
Ivan Froissard of Pernod
Ricard.

“The grand finalists of the
Southeast Asia and India
F&B Masters this year have
raised their game for the
honour of being hailed the
best of the best, displaying
bolder creativity, more fi-
nesse and a deeper
knowledge in their disci-
plines. This competition has
definitely put a spotlight on
their hard work, passion and
commitment for food and
beverage excellence and in-
novation,” noted William
Costley, vice president for
operations, Southeast Asia &

India of Hilton Worldwide.
This year’s Southeast Asia &

India masters challenge saw a
greater level of participation
with 65 per cent more contes-
tants across 36 properties, up
from more than 430 participants
from 19 hotels last year.

The Culinary Cup prize
went to Abdul Halim Jahari of
Double Tree by Hilton Kuala
Lumpur while Md Shahanwaz
Qureshi of Hilton Mumbai
picked up the Pastry Cup
award.

“Guests don’t just dine at our
restaurants because they stay at
our hotels,” explained Markus
Schueller, vice president, F&B
Operations, Asia Pacific, Hilton
Worldwide.  – The Nation
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Moving pageant in your garden

Thailand is home to numerous stunning butterflies, so invite them into the garden. Photo: Martin Wolfle

WE ALL know how denuded
of mammals Thailand is. Most
have long since been hunted
down for food. And while the
same is not true of most insects
or reptiles, it is still the case that
anything remotely edible will
probably end up fried or
barbequed on someone’s din-
ner plate.

Insects such as water scor-
pions, crickets and locusts,
tokay geckos and agamid liz-
ards, even some snakes, are part
of the national obsession with
food. “If it moves, kill it and
eat it” is a principle most of
rural Thailand observes.

Luckily, butterflies are an ex-
ception – at least as far as this
commentator is aware. While it
may have something to do with
the creepy crawly caterpillars
from which butterflies metamor-
phose – and many of these are
poisonous or can create painful
rashes if handled – I suspect it
is because there is so little pro-
tein in an adult butterfly.

My garden, where I have
counted more than forty spe-
cies, is testimony to the fact that
the Kingdom teems with these
beautiful and fragile creatures.
In fact, there are no fewer than
1100 recorded species. Butter-
fly watching is becoming

increasingly popular as an ac-
tivity, while butterfly farms
have been established nation-
wide.

What people tend to forget
though is that butterflies are
important pollinators. Of
course they are only seeking
food in the form of nectar, but
incidentally they are helping
plants to reproduce. More than
90 per cent of all plants need a
pollinator to set fruit and seeds.

While bees buzz their way
from flower to flower, butter-

flies glide and flit in what
seems a much more random
fashion. Because they have
long legs and a coiled exten-
sible proboscis, they tend to
perch on blooms with a land-
ing platform and collect less
pollen on their bodies than
bees. But they possess a better
color perception and can even
detect ultra-violet light.

As bees decline catastrophi-
cally – and they are victims of
pesticides, mites and a global
pandemic called colony col-

lapse syndrome – butterflies
will assume an ever-greater sig-
nificance in crop production.

As responsible gardeners,
we should assist Mother Nature
by encouraging them. One way
is by cultivating a butterfly
friendly garden replete with the
kind of nectar-rich  plants that
attract butterflies. Buddleias
are especial favorites, but many
annuals such as brightly hued
zinnias, marigolds, sunflowers
and daisies as well as lantanas,
bauhinias, ixoras and cone-

flowers are popular.
And though we may not en-

joy the sight of caterpillars
munching away at our prized
plants, it is unlikely that any
damage will be permanent.
Probably the most important
host shrub for this purpose is
calotropis (Indian milkweed).
An interesting and durable
shrub in its own right and found
everywhere in Phuket, its grey-
green leaves is the sole food of
the monarch and queen butter-
fly larvae. Moreover, the
distinctive and fragrant clusters
of white or mauve florets are
rich in nectar and attract not
only adult monarchs but other
species as well.

 Passion vines, ruellias, sun-
flowers, asters, hamelias
(firebush), custard apples, and
verbenas are visited by a range
of butterflies including zebras
for the purpose of laying eggs.
My orange jasmine hosts the
larvae of swallowtails, while
the jatropha attracts caterpillars
of zebras and julias.

Call me crazy, but I am will-
ing to pay the price of lost
leaves for the moving pageant
that is a butterfly garden.
If you have gardening or
environmental concerns, contact
Patrick at drpaccampbell
@gmail.com. Many of his creative
and academic publications can be
found at his website: Green
galoshes Wordpress.

Full-moon sleeping pen
to ‘restore happiness’

Sleeping area. Photo: The Nation

YOUNG foreign tourists have
always been puzzled by the
National Council for Peace and
Order’s determination to ‘re-
turn happiness’ to the country.

Almost a year ago,
Bloomberg was listing the Thai-
land as the world’s happiest place
to live (and play) on its annual
‘misery index’ and, for young
visitors, a significant factor in
that had to be the full-moon par-
ties on Pha Ngan Island.

Well, generals generally
don’t go in for dancing on the
sand half-naked all night, but
someone on Koh Pha Ngan has
boosted the happiness quotient
there by offering the cheap
drunks a cheap place to sleep.

Yes, some full-moon party
people do sleep – typically face
down in the sand under a picnic
table. Now there’s a proper place
where they can crash for a while.

“The problem is solved now,”

the Fullmoon Party fan page on
Facebook has announced, pro-
viding photographic proof.
‘Sleep Area – Free’ says the sign
near the security center on Haad
Rin Beach.

It’s basically a wooden deck
with a perimeter of poles sup-
porting a screen of mesh far too
thin to offer any privacy, but it’s
apparently better than nothing.

– The Nation
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Proposing a jet-ski solution
JET-SKIS are back in the news
again. Rarely a week passes
without some issue, complaint
or accident involving the ma-
rine craft. The skeptic in me
thinks it could be a PR ploy to
keep jet-skis in the public eye,
yet that would only be true if
you subscribe to the adage, ‘All
PR is good PR.’ And I don’t.

After issuing another
clampdown the Phuket authori-
ties recently acknowledged that
jet-skis must sit at anchor (not
on the beach) and that tourists
must understand and accept the
beach chaos morning and
evening when the jet-ski opera-
tors are delivering and
collecting their machines.

There are strong opinions
about jet-skis and many surveys
about whether residents and
tourists want them, and

Are jet-skis inately ‘bad’? Duncan says, no. Photo: Asia Beach Games

whether they should be con-
trolled, separated into special
zones or simply banned.

The number of tourists com-
ing to Phuket who don’t rent a
jet-ski most definitely outweigh
those who do. The same is true
for local residents. On this ba-
sis, jet-skis should be banned.
Few would probably disagree.
However, it’s not that simple.

The primary problem, when
you stand back and think about
it, is jet-skis being rented at the
beach. These are responsible for
the complaints, scams, acci-
dents, injuries and more.
However, what about a privately
owned jet-ski? One that an
owner uses off a launch, from a
marina or from their own boat?

Jet-skis are used all over the
world. Are they universally a
bad thing? To ride one is fun
and if kept well away from oth-
ers and driven properly, then
what is the issue?

Comments by individuals on

social media, forums and vari-
ous surveys often conclude that
the majority of people want jet-
skis banned. But I would argue
that should not be the case.

If I bought a jet-ski for my
boat and drove it around and
then put it back onboard, what

harm have I done?
There needs to be clarifica-

tion in statements by
authorities, public and media.
Jet-skis by default are not evil
things, nor are all users.

There has from time-to-time
been reference to the need for

the rider to have a license. Is
that really practical?

Obviously, enforcing that
rule would be impossible.

The answer, in my opinion,
isn’t an outright ban on jet-skis.
The aim isn’t to curtail tourist
fun or ban a private owner from
using their toy, but is to ensure
safety and avoid nuisance.

Thailand needs to sensibly
address the jet-ski issue on a
national level and back it up
with appropriate regulations
which are enforced, while tak-
ing all parties’ considerations
into account.

Duncan Worthington is a long time
Phuket resident and through
Infinity Communications
(www. in f in i ty -comms.com)
consults to leading consumer
brands, hospitality and marine
clients in Thailand. In his ‘spare
time’ he runs the marine portal
w w w. M a r i n e S c e n e . a s i a .
#OnDeckPhuket

Formula 1 powerboat
race bound for island

Tourism officials hope powerboat racing off Phuket will boost the
island’s reputation as a water sport destination. Photo: Rennbootarchiv

THE Ministry of Tourism and
Sports (MOTS) has good news
for water-sport enthusiasts as
Phuket plans to host a Formula
1 powerboat race in November
to promote the island as an in-
ternational tourist and water-
sport destination.

“This is a joint venture be-
tween Thailand and Singapore.
The expected date of the event
is November 4-6,” MOTS
Phuket Office Director Santi
Pawai told the Gazette.

“We have yet to finalize a

location but Karon, Cherng
Talay and Laguna are under
consideration. A team from
Singapore came here to inspect
potential locations.”

As of Tuesday, no location for
the event had been confirmed.

Earlier this month, Phuket
hosted the first government-
sponsored Thailand Yacht
Show, which attracted almost
5,000 visitors in four days and
was hailed as a resounding suc-
cess by the organizers.

– Kongleaphy Keam
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A clubhouse is usually delivered, but often the reality isn’t the same as the dream. Photo: 1950s Unlimited

Hilton Garden Inn hopes to expand  in Phuket, Bangkok and Pattaya. Photo: Mighty Travels

Realities of a dream clubhouse
WHEN we think of a club-
house, many of us start to
dream. Sipping cocktails over-
looking the hills, or even fac-
ing the sandy beaches and sea.
A place where an agreed set of
rules are adhered to by all with
a sense of what is right and
proper.

Ladies wear comfortable but
appropriate attire and the
gentlemen will be similarly re-
spectful in their choices. Gym
wear will be left in the locker
of the gym. Fresh coffee will
be served by well-trained staff
incentivized to please the resi-
dents who invested heavily in
this real estate and pay hand-
some fees for the benefits of the
common areas and clubhouse.

This dream is often sold to
buyers. More often than not, a
clubhouse is delivered, but
many times the reality isn’t
quite the same as the dream, for
a variety of reasons.

In order to assess the value
of investing in a clubhouse, a
breakdown of its component
parts and relevance to a project
is necessary. A dream simply
isn’t good enough and isn’t
going to pay the bills.

If a developer or group of
owners create a clubhouse
with a swimming pool – it has
to be serviced and the electric
bills paid with the acceptance

they will be high. If there is
any food and beverage facil-
ity connected to a clubhouse,
it is highly likely that it will
have to be subsidized if it is
not open to the public, unless
it is within a mega-project
where residential customers
will be attracted to it by the
forces of convenience.

If you are looking at poten-
tially investing into a project
and you believe the amenities
and clubhouse are critical to

your decision, then here are
some key factors to consider:

- Is the facility part of the
construction permit and does it
comply with the permit?

- Post-construction who
owns the clubhouse – the de-
veloper, or an entity controlled
by co-owners?

- Who paid for the furniture,
fixtures and equipment and
who will renovate and upgrade
them?

- Is there a rental program

under which the control of
rentals is linked to the club-
house, but if you do not
participate in that rental pro-
gram you lose essential rights
that could affect your private
rental yield?

- Can the rules of the club-
house and the entire format be
changed?

- If there is a restaurant, how
will it secure enough business
to maintain viability?

In the development bro-

chures, you will see ‘hanging’
gyms; infinity-edged pools
with beach clubs, kids’ clubs
and the like. Who is going to
develop these and will they do
it free, or require some kind of
return? These may seem like
obvious questions, but I have
seen litigation relating to club-
houses escalate to the extent
that law enforcement officers
were somehow procured to turn
up and arrest certain co-own-
ers for misuse of equipment and
the like.

Clubhouses require a dif-
ferent  ski l lse t  to
construction and design. As-
set  management  and a
long-term view of amenities,
such as food and beverage
and convenience, are essen-
t ia l  to  add value to  a
well-planned real estate de-
velopment.

I f  you bel ieve you
couldn’t manage the club-
house, food and beverage,
and other amenities in a fi-
nancial ly viable manner,
then you shouldn’t expect a
developer to be able to do so
either. A commercial sanity
check must always be con-
ducted when presented with
the idea of a clubhouse and
amenity dream.

Desmond Hughes has been an
owner and operator of his law
firm in Thailand for 12 years,
and is a Senior Partner at
Hughes Krupica law firm
www.hugheskrupica.com

WILLIAM Costley, Hilton’s vice presi-
dent for Southeast Asia operations at the
US-based company, told The Nation
recently that Thailand had many things
to offer both international visitors and
investors.

In addition, recent growth in tourist
arrivals appeared to be an impressive
statement for Thai hospitality, he said.

According to the Tourism Authority
of Thailand, the country welcomed
more than 29 million international tour-
ists last year, a sharp increase from 25
million in 2014.

Hilton Worldwide believes that the
number of international visitors will rise
again this year to more than 30 million.

“Given this potential, we are now
planning to introduce five Hilton Gar-
den Inn properties in the near future, and
this brand will be the first of its kind in
Thailand,” Mr Costley said.

Categorized as a focused-service ho-
tel brand alongside Hampton, Tru,
Homewood Suites and Home 2 Suites by

Hilton Worldwide sets eyes on Bangkok, Phuket
Hilton, the first Thai Hilton Garden Inn
location is expected to be in Bangkok,
opening in the next couple of years.

“We hope to have three Hilton Gar-
den Inns in Bangkok, one in Phuket and
another in Pattaya. The properties will
be operated under management agree-
ments with the property owners.

“So, we are now looking for the right
locations and partners,” Mr Costley said.

The Hilton Garden Inn brand has
nearly 600 properties around the world.

Apart from this new development,
Hilton Worldwide is planning to open a
new luxury hotel under the Waldorf
Astoria brand, which will be the first of
its kind in Bangkok.

Located on Ratchadamri Road in the
heart of the business district, the 170-key
upscale hotel is scheduled to open early
next year under a management contract
with Magnolia Finest Corp, he said.

Moreover, to strengthen its position
in the resort destination of Phuket, the
company is adding a new five-star ho-

tel brand to Patong Beach.
The 300-room Hilton Phuket Patong,

which is set to open in the first quarter
of 2018, will be operated under a man-
agement contract with Q Hospitality
Development.

In preparation for this expansion,
Hilton Worldwide hotels in Thailand are
placing emphasis on a number of train-

ing programs.
Mr Costley suggested that with two

upcoming hotels in Bangkok and
Phuket, his company needed at least
1,000 new employees to be available for
the new properties.

The company is currently hiring
around 3,300 employees in Thailand.

– The Nation
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The Avista Hideaway Phuket Patong offers many amenities, including a spa and three pools. Photo: AccorHotels

By Gazette editors

ACCORHOTELS has teamed
up with Avista Resort and Spa
Patong Co Ltd to manage three
resort properties in Phuket.

The newly-inked agreement
brings two existing Phuket
properties in Kata and Patong
under the new brand and man-
agement, and paves the way for
the building of a brand new ho-
tel in Karon.

One of the two resorts will
be rebranded as Novotel
Phuket Kata Avista Resort and
Spa, the other as Avista
Hidewaway Phuket Patong,
MGallery by Sofitel, which is
set to relaunch on April 1.

Another newly-built Avista
Grande Phuket Karon, MGallery
by Sofitel is scheduled to open
in 2018.

AccorHotels presently man-
ages 16 hotels and resorts
across Southern Thailand. The
announcement brings the
group’s upcoming pipeline in
the area to 10 properties and re-
affirms its commitment to
meeting growing demand in the
region.

  “AccorHotels is proud to
partner with Avista to manage
three hotels in Phuket. As more

AccorHotels spreads its wings

guests visit the ever-popular is-
land, they increasingly seek
choice and consistency,” said
Patrick Basset, AccorHotels’
chief operating officer for upper
Southeast and Northeast Asia.

“Each MGallery by Sofitel
luxury hotel features a unique
identity and story through its ar-
chitecture, interior design and
services. Novotel is well-

known for its spacious rooms
and service standards that stand
apart in the mid-scale seg-
ment,” said Mr Basset.

“Both brands are well posi-
tioned to cater to Phuket’s
diverse guests, particularly as
the island further develops its
infrastructure and attractions,”
he said.

The AccorHotels group op-

erates properties in 92 coun-
tries. MGallery by Sofitel is just
one of the 13 brands under the
AccorHotels umbrella, ranging
from economy establishments
under the Ibis brand to mid-
scale brands such as Novotel
and Mercure, and luxury estab-
lishments including Sofitel
Pullman, Grand Mercure and
The Sebel.

PROPERTY prices continue to
rise in Southeast Asia, driven
largely by plans to develop
these countries’ infrastructure
to link transportation systems
and serve demand under the
Asean Economic Community.

In Thailand, land prices
close to the mass-transit system
in Bangkok have risen over the
past five years around the ex-
isting BTS Skytrain and MRT
underground rail routes, as well
as along the new mass-transit
routes that will be completed
this year and next.

In the latest appraisal by the
Treasury Department, effective
for the 2016-2020 period, land
prices across the Kingdom are on
average 27.27 per cent higher
than under its previous appraisal,
which expired in December.

– The Nation

Transport links
see increase in
property prices

Property prices near the BTS have
risen. Photo: Karl Baron
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P R O P E R T Y  F O R  S A L E

POOL VILLA RAWAI

4-bedroom & 3-bathroom
guesthouse. Chanote title.
974.5sqm land, 300sqm
building. 12 million baht.
Tel: 085-796 5771. Email:
ornen29@hotmail.com

1 RAI 180° OCEAN VIEW
YAMU HILL

1 or 2 rai, 180° ocean view. 24
hr security, water & electricity
supply. Freehold. 5.7 million
baht/rai. Tel: 084-625 5090 (En-
glish). Email: yamu.hills.sunrise
@gmail.com

BEACHFRONT LAND
FOR SALE

8 rai, 70 meters beachfront,
Parlay, Chalong Bay. Sale
price: 220 million baht. Per-
fect location for boutique
hotel. Email: chrisgo1944
@gmail.com

PATONG TOWER CONDO
FOR SALE

Sea views. Tel: 080-692 6114.
Email: davidedelucca9@gmail.
com

KAMALA NICE STUDIO
3.25 million baht. Freehold.
Tel: 080-692 6114. Email: davi
dedelucca9@gmail.com

LAND FOR SALE
3-minute drive to Surin Beach.
1.4 rai. 36 million baht. Tel: 081-
868 7676.

OCEANFRONT VILLA

For sale. Brand new, fully
furnished,  3-4 bedrooms, 5
bathrooms, 10m infinity
swimming pool, beautiful
view. Only 19.5 million baht.
Guaranteed rental 8% per
year. Tel: 081-343 0777.
Email: montha_phuket@
yahoo.com

TOWNHOUSE
SUPALAI CITY HILL

For sale (2.8 million baht) or
rent (12,000 baht/month) in
Supalai City Hill Estate,
Phuket Town. 3 bedrooms,
2 bathrooms, quiet, conve-
nient location, furnished, full
kitchen, decor, garden, car
park, 2 aircons. Available
from March 2016. Tel: 089-
874 0061, 086-291 41 15.
Email: stephenfein@gmail.
com

HOUSE FOR SALE

45sqw. 5 million baht, 2 bed-
rooms with big living room.
Convenient area close to
Bangkok Hospital, Phuket
International Hospital and
Tesco Lotus Samkong. For
house inspection please
call 086-198 1869.

NAKA ISLAND
Unique 4-bedroom beachfront
house, panoramic views to the
south, 10 minutes to Ao Po pier.
240sqm on 2 floors, 750sqm
plot, separate house for staff.
Tel: 089-593 3665 (English &
Thai). Email: nakaislandhouse
@gmail.com

NAI HARN HOUSE
3.9MB

Built on 380sqm plot, 3 bed-
rooms, possibility for 4 bed-
rooms. Garden, terrace, car
park. Tel: 081-416 5151,
081-606 5604. Email: ericve
tier@gmail.com

WATERFALL HOUSE
NATAI

2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom,
riverfront on 2 rai, Chanote,
double garage/workshop,
lush forest, 7.5 million baht.
Natai Beach. Tel: 086-283
2619 (English). Email: anti
guaray@hotmail.com

 BEACHFRONT
POOL VILLA

Chalong Bay. For sale / rent.
3 bedrooms, 1 rai. For more
information, please call 089-
649 9939. Email: siri_ phu
ket@changrunner.com

RAWAI:
MORE FOR LESS

Superb, spacious Rawai
home, 4 ensuite bedrooms,
1,038sqm gardens, guest-
house or office, private pool,
maid's room. Price reduced,
only 12 million baht. Tel:
087-273 0141 (English).
Email: alangath@gmail.
com

OCEANFRONT LAND

3.5 rai with 90 meters of wa-
ter frontage, opposite Yacht
Haven Marina (800 meters
away) on the Phang Nga
side. Public road, electricity,
water supply and ready to
build. For sale direct from
owner, only 19.5 million
baht. Tel: 081-343 0777.
Email: montha_phuket@
yahoo.com

URGENT SALE
CHEAP 2-UNIT VILLA

Huge, 5 & 4 bedrooms, near
Rawai Beach. Both houses
for only 20 million baht or
sold separately. Tel: 081-538
4588. Email: info@puri
masproperty.com



PHUKET GAZETTE 21March 5-11, 2016

P R O P E R T Y  F O R  R E N T

BUILDING
PRODUCTS &

SERVICES

3-BED GOLF VILLA,
260SQM

Quiet location,10 min to 3 Inter-
national Schools. No traffic! Pri-
vate pool, cable TV. Huge mas-
ter suite & dressing room /
study. 5 min to Central. Tel: 091-
823 0448 (English & Thai).
Email: jasonjsen@gmail.com

BAR & RESTAURANT
FOR RENT

12,000 baht/month.1 bedroom.
2 bathrooms. Big kitchen and
bar terrace. Fully furnished. Con-
tact Michael. Tel: 089-726 5330.
Email: michel.bernhart@yahoo.
com

PROPERTY / RENTAL
MANAGEMENT

Efficient, flexible management.
CJP services, accounting, staff-
ing, compliance issues. Email:
development@assetmanage
mentsolutionsphuket.com

STUDIO
2 BEDROOMS + POOL
Special rates in March/April
for studio, 2-bed apart-
ments. Shared pool, WiFi,
maid service included. Start-
ing 9,000 baht/month. Also
2-bed pool villa available.
Chalong. Tel: 086-282 6221
(English). Email: info@cha
longapartment.com For fur-
ther details, please see
www.chalongapartment.
com

3-BEDROOM HOUSE
FOR RENT

40,000 baht. Quiet location near
Wat Chalong. 3 bedrooms. 4
bathrooms. Secure small es-
tate. Uninterrupted lake and
mountain views. Parking for
three cars. Swimming pool.
Internet, cable TV, pool mainte-
nance, gardener all included
in price. Available April 1st until
November 30th, 2016. Tel: 093-
793 4258 (English), 085-696
0078 (Thai). Email me (Paul) for
details/photos at pwhittall@aol.
com

4-BEDROOM POOL
VILLA RAWAI

Luxury 4-bedroom, 4-bath-
room pool villa in Rawai / Nai
Harn area. Large 800sqm.
Tel: 087-267 1282 (English).
Email: davidrosamond@out
look.com

CHALONG AREA
HOUSE

1-3 bedrooms. Quiet area.
Fully furnished. Tel: 081-892
4311. http://palaigreen.weeb
ly.com

8,000 BAHT / MONTH
4-BEDROOM HOUSE

Nature surrounding on sea ca-
nal near Boat Lagoon. Long
term only.  For more information,
please call 081-892 4311.

KATA BEACH - FOR RENT
8,000-12,000 baht / month, 500
baht daily, has everything, near
beach. Please call 086-595
8512. Email: kataari@yahoo.
com

ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE

2-BED BEACH HOLIDAY
APARTMENT

Beach and town in 5-minute
walk. 160sqm, shared pool.
Short/long term and sale. Please
contact by email: resortgm@
gmail.com

B.L. APARTMENT
FOR RENT

At Kathu, 1 bedroom, 1 living
room, aircon, cable TV,
ADSL, hot shower, garden
and car park. Rent: 7,000
baht per month. For more in-
formation, please call 081-
692 3163.

3-BED POOL VILLA KATA
BEACH

Walk to 2 beaches & town in 3
minutes. Very private pool villa.
Shared tennis court, gym. Kata
& Kata Noi Pool Villa. Email:
resortgm@gmail.com

DCONDO CREEK -
STUDIO FOR RENT

New unit studio for rent, top floor.
Long term: 9,000 baht/month
(not furnished). Furnished unit
also available for rent. Kathu.
Tel: 081-726 6002. Email: mat
78111@hotmail.com

PATONG LUXURY APT
Paradise Hotel Complex. 150m
to beach, large 1 bedroom, kit-
chen, light, airy. Please call 086-
276 7608.

COZY HOUSE TO RENT
PATONG

Area of Baan Suan Kamnan,
left side of Patong Bay on the
hill. 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms.
Quiet, green area. Must be
seen. Long term preferred. Tel:
086-195 6975, 090-474 6192
(English & Thai). Email: cort
landtwood@hotmail.com

4 BEDROOMS WITH
PRIVATE POOL

Private house with 4 bedrooms,
pool, 3 bathrooms and fully fur-
nished for rent. Long term 12
months. 45,000 baht per month.
Rawai. Tel: +61-0-41447 3262
(English). Email: Info@thai
propertyphuket.com, www.thai
propertyphuket.com

7,000 BAHT / MONTH
Attached house, 2 bedrooms,
big garden on sea canal, near
Boat Lagoon. Tel: 081-892 4311.

1-BED BUNGALOW RAWAI
Fully furnished, aircon, quiet,
big terrace. 8,000 baht. Tel: 081-
271 7092. Email: bricothailand
@hotmail.com

CONSTRUCTION,
MAINTENANCE

Construction, renovation,
maintenance, air-conditio-
ner service & installation,
pool service and mainte-
nance, electric surveys,
mold remediation. Kathu.
Visit our website or give us
a call for more information.
Tel: 083-394 8337 (English),
080-141 4577 (English &
Thai). Email: mattias@zion
property.com, Please visit
our  website at http://zionpro
perty.com

PROPERTY
SERVICES

NEED CONTRUCTION?
Best quality and best price
guaranteed, from building
your home to repair works.
Contact us for free quote.
Tel: 095-415 1000.

NAI YANG POOL VILLA
Quiet, modern, fully furnished,
4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 2
kitchens, aircon, hi-speed
internet, TV, swimming pool,
large garage, 700m from Nai
Yang Beach. 35,000 baht/month
(long term). Tel: 092-431 5962.
Email: slarti@onthenet.com.au

CONDO FOR RENT

34sqm,1 bedroom, living
room, fully furnished, oppo-
site Central Festival Phuket.
Phuket town. Please call
081-537 9878 (English &
Thai). Email: tiwus@hot
mail.co.th

LARGE HOUSE
GOLF VIEW - KATHU

Available for rent with 7 air-con-
ditioned bedrooms, private
swimming pool, golf view. 10-15
min to all international schools
and shopping malls. Long term
only. Tel: 081-271 3228. Email:
info@procarpentering.com

3-BEDROOM
TOWNHOUSE WITH POOL
3 bedrooms + 2 bathrooms,
Western fully-equipped kit-
chen. Private pool, terrace
and garden. Rent: 28,000 baht
/month. Phuket Town/Rassa-
da. Tel: 089-515 5288. Email:
saarinen.timo@gmail.com

PHUKET TOWN EUROPEAN STANDARD
APARTMENT

2-bedroom apartment, swimming pool, very quiet, parking.
20,000 baht monthly. Tel: 089-471 1805. Email: paul.bataillard
@gmail.com

HOLIDAY IN NAIHARN
2,3,4 bedrooms pool villas avail-
able for rent. Tel: 085-787 3046.

HOUSE FOR RENT
CHALONG

2 air-conditioned bedrooms,
1 bathroom, a living room,
furnished house, kitchen,
near Phuket Zoo. No pets!
Soi Palai. Tel: 081-537 98
78, 089-729 8472.

HOUSE FOR RENT
10MIN TO AIRPORT

2 bedrooms, living room,
big sala, garage, aircon,
fast internet. 20,000 baht /
month. Tel: 081-719 7015.
Email: jyfievet@gmail.com
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J O B S  /  R E C R U I T M E N T

TEACHER WANTED
Home schooling, native English,
female, Monday-Friday, 9.00-
2.00pm, 4 children, 7-9 years
old. Salary: 40,000 baht.Tel: 081-
343 0777. Email: montha_phu
ket@yahoo.com

RESORT
PHOTOGRAPHER

Experienced photographer,
English speaking, take & sell
guest photos. Good salary &
commission after trial. Tel: 076-
330456, 090-158 7868. Email:
Lighthousephotograph@gmail.
com

SALES MANAGER
Looking for Thai nationals for
Sales Manager and Agents.
Good English and computer
skills required. We pay expenses
+ good salary + commissions
on sales. Chalong. Tel: 081-139
4774. Email: boost@aboranet.
com

OFFICE ADMIN STAFF
Must have English skills. Thai
national. Tel: 081-787 7702 (En-
glish). Email: workforsimba@
gmail.com

APT MANAGER NEEDED
Thai, female aged 25 years up,
healthy, reliable English speak-
ing, hotel experience. Start:
23,000 baht + bonus. Patong
Beach. Tel: 085-694 6463.

COOK NEEDED
Lee Marine office at Ao Po Grand
Marina is looking for Thai female/
male cook. 30-45 years old.
Cooking Thai & Western food.
Driving is preferable. Negotiable
salary. Tel: 076-681015.

WEBMASTER & DESIGN
Phuket's leading Real Estate
Company is recruiting! Job de-
scription; Ensure the web serv-
ers, hardware and software are
operating accurately. Design
websites. Debug issues that
arise with the performance of
the website, promotion of the
website/SEO. Ensure the web-
site works efficiently and fast.
Put content online (properties,
promotions, news etc). Make
newsletters and email automa-
tion (mailchimp, Kigo etc). Deal
with the hosting company or
email service provider to solve
problems or improve services.
Tel: 076-341045, 081-459 0152.
Email: info@propertyinphuket.
com

VILLA MANAGER /
TOUR SALES

Full time for immediate start.
Thai national, good standard of
English. 1.5 days off per week.
Salary + bonus. OTE 30,000
baht.  Ao Nang, Krabi. Tel: 075-
637437, 081-077 5698 (English).
Fax: 075-637669. Email: month
info@baansanthiya.com

INDIAN CHEF
Urgently required Indian Chef for
new restaurant in Boat Lagoon.
Tel: 099-505 8134, 081-535 0778.

ENGLISH TEACHERS
P/T Kindergarten, Monday-
Friday 8-11am. Rassada area
in Phuket Town: TEFL. F/T EP
school teacher, Phuket Town,
Deg+TEFL. Salary: 36,000 baht
+/month+W.P. ECC, Phuket. Tel:
089-139 8453 (English & Thai),
091-647 5465 (English). Email:
Giles@ecc.ac.th

KRABI BOAT LAGOON
URGENT

1 Marina Manager. 2 GSAs. All
positions require good English
command and service minded.
Tel: 075-818 765. Email: sorn
kom.k@holidayinnkrabi.com

G E N E R A L
C L A S S I F I E D S

BUSINESS PRODUCTS & SERVICES

BULLETINS

X-MACHINE
(EXTREME-MACHINE)

It is an Oculus 5D attraction
of extreme experiences, simula-
tion of virtual reality. Ticket price
for 1 ride is about 150 baht. Pro-
fit (depends of location and traf-
fic) from 40,000 baht to 100,000
per month. You will also get the
FB group (virtuzonephuket), two
posters, one Oculus 5D headset,
TV. 600,000 baht. Chalong.
Please call 061-238 2130 (En-
glish). Email: anasty@outlook.
com

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

LAGUNA GOLF
MEMBERSHIP

7 years remaining, available
now, offers c. 250,000 baht in-
cludes transfer fees. Hong Kong.
Tel: +852- 61-405184. Email:
simon@superior-solutions.
com

CLUB
MEMBERSHIP

AVAILABLE

2ND HAND APC UPSS
FOR SALE

APC Smart-3000: 19,000 baht.
APC Smart-2200: 15,000 baht.
For more information, please
call 076-282759, 086-689 7239.
Email: iamlovelyliuliu@gmail.
com

COMPUTERS, ETC

BLUE CANYON GOLF
MEMBERSHIP

For sale: 700,000 baht. Tel:
086-288 5896. Email: ora
patw@yahoo.com
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B O A T S  &  M A R I N E

CRADLE SET OF 9
PIECES FOR BOAT

Great price all for 9,500 baht.
Tel: 084-625 5090. Email: Lem
cloe@gmail.com

SPEED BOAT FOR SALE
200,000 BAHT

Speed boat with documents,
5+1 pax, two-stroke engine.
Yamaha 115hp. Koh Yao
Yai. Tel: 087-897 0076 (En-
glish & Thai), 062-205 7199
(English). Email: igor.balint
@gmail.com

BOAT SHARE
53 feet, motor yacht, 3 cab-
ins, well maintained. 2 exist-
ing partners seek 1 more.
Established & fair system
to split costs. Everything at
cost, no business mark up!
Buy in US$70,000. Tel: 089-
866 4405 (English).

2011 FORTUNER TRD
SPORTIVO 4WD

Automatic. 60,000km. Full ser-
vice history. Pearl white. 895,000
baht. Tel: 089-970 8281.

TECNAM P-92
- Price: 1.5 million baht
- Registration: U-B08
- Year of Manufacture: 2002
- Equipment: Full standard
equipment
- Engine: Rotax 912-80hp
350hrs. Tel: 081-840 8418.

HAVE A PASSION
FOR AVIATION?

If you have an aircraft for sale or
an interest in aviation and wish to
learn how to fly or buy an aircraft
or arrange a private flight, etc,
please see our website at www.
aeropromgr.com/newsletter

1999 ROBIN 2160i
Selling Robin aircraft or trade
it for a 4-seat Cessna or
Piper (based in Hua Hin).
The Robin: TT AF 300hrs.
SMOH 60hrs. Well-equip-
ped, two-seat aerobatic air-
craft. Has the Christen in-
verted oil system. King
KMA24 audio panel, KX155
nav/com, KI203 vor, KY197A
comm, KN64A dme, KR87
adf, KT76A transponder, CS
PA400 i-com, FP5 fuel com-
puter, CHT, OAT, Pitot heat.
4 million baht. Email: thos_
w@hotmail.com

YOUR HELICOPTER
Flying and owning your own
helicopter has just become
possible. Free complete
flight instruction course with
your purchase. For more de-
tails, please send email to
pat@aeropromgr.com

AIRPLAY ALTIS
MICROLIGHT

Superb trike with Konig radial en-
gine. Great economical fun. Little
used. Please call 089-111 6457,
081-397 7598. Email: kajoda
1954@yahoo.co.uk

G E N E R A L  A V I A T I O N

W H E E L S  &
M O T O R S

20M RPM BERTH
FOR RENT

20m E dock yacht berth available
immediately for long-term rent at
the Royal Phuket Marina. Private
owner offers flexible deals and
significant discounts. Tel: +44-
0786-658 8395 (English). Email:
james@shayler.co

BENETEAU EVASION 34
FOR SALE

1981, 50hp Perkings Motor
Sailer, many extras, best
state. 800,000 baht. Contact
Nihat Gunduz. For more in-
formation, please call 086-
274 6272. Email: nihat_
gunduz@hotmail.com

2016 SEADOO RXPX300
IN STOCK

Warranty 1 year + 1,630cc /
300hp, full service from us, all
parts in stock. Samut Sakhon
Province. Tel: 081-754 7599 (En-
glish & Thai), 092-269 6099
(Thai). Email: sam@mfjetski.
com

67' CATAMARAN
Polyester. Price: 5 million baht.
Needs new engines. Pattaya.
Please call 081-306 1150 (En-
glish & Thai). Email: rm@food
comthailand.com

PERFECT BOAT
Includes lot of fishing equip-
ment, 4-stroke Yamaha 100
hp, almost new. Koh Lanta.
For more information, pease
call 099-232 0532 (English),
083-181 9490 (English).
Email: thomas@betonghal
tagningnbt.se

CAR RENT
AT FAIR PRICES

Long-term rental starts from
12,000 baht monthly. A week
from 4,200 baht. Free delivery in
Phuket. First-class rental insur-
ance. Thalang. Tel: 085-655
2613 (English & Thai), 084-847
4377 (English).

CAMRY HYBRID
Top model. Silver, 3 years used,
21,600km. Lady owner. 1.4 mil-
lion baht. Tel:  081-893 7068.

NISSAN NV FOR SALE
Can see in Rawai. Old but in
perfect condition. LPG. Price:
75,000 baht. For more informa-
tion, please call 085-787 3046
or email to patrickmeo@gmail.
com

CARS FOR RENT

Short or long-term rent with
first-class insurance. Deliv-
ery service. For more infor-
mation, please call 083-104
1206 or send email to bcar
rent@hotmail.com
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Drifting from Australia to Asia
ANTHONY Cameron, origi-
nally from Melbourne, Austra-
lia has led an interesting life
compared to most.

Escaping from Melbourne in
his early twenties to central
Victoria, he designed and built a
sustainable house and raised two
sustainable children, before fi-
nally settling in Phuket in 2012.
Over the years, Tony has worked
as a sound engineer, fruit picker,
tour manager, teacher, factory
worker, artist and most recently
has published his second book,
Butterfly on Bangla.

As a creative person, Tony
has always managed to find a
way to record his experiences,
whether in journals or on scraps
of paper found at sound gigs.
His habit formed in a very or-
ganic way when he was young.

“I used to play sport a lot
when I was a kid and when I
was about 13 or 14, I stopped
playing all that and took up surf-
ing… Problem was, I lived
200km from the beach, so I
started trekking there and hang-
ing out in the sand dunes and
writing about my experiences,”
he says.

“It was an incredibly long trip
to get there – three trains; you

had to run between the trains to
get to each one.”

Whilst in hospital in late
1989, and faced with losing his
right arm, he wrote his first
short story, The Raffle, with
his left hand. This became one
of the threads he would later
weave into Driftwood, his first
full-length novel.

“I was pretty isolated for
about three or four weeks, be-
cause I had a staph (bacterial)
infection. When I wasn’t
watching movies, I would tilt the
TV screen around so I could see
underneath the door, and watch
the shadows of the people’s feet
moving. So I realized I was
probably going a bit insane and
I started writing,” he recalls.

When the pain was too bad
for him to write, he recorded
what he called his ‘stir crazy
hospital ramblings’ onto a Sony
Walkman.

After the accident, Tony be-
gan working as a freelance
sound technician, which took
him all over Australia.

“I guess I was looking for a
place after my accident where
I could combine something cre-
ative and also something
physical,” he says.

“That industry is full of people
that don’t fit in… I love that sort
of short connection – no kind of
obligations. When you meet
someone doing a show, you
work with them for one or two
days, or maybe even a week and
then it’s over, so you kind of
make the best of that moment.”

Tony also makes this paral-
lel about living in Phuket with
the ever-flowing stream of
expats and tourists.

For Tony, making the best of
this moment, means lots of writ-
ing. His first novel, Driftwood,
was loosely autobiographical:

“It was written in three-
months, but it took me 40 years
to live,” he laughs.

His newest novel, Butterfly
on Bangla, is set in Patong and
Castlemaine, the small town of
his early adult years. It follows
a troubled man, Tyson, running
from a past he can barely re-
member; one that killed
everyone he loved and every-
thing he was. He meets a gnarly
old sculptor on a beach, and to-
gether they begin a journey that
both of them, unbeknown to
the other, have waited half a life
time for.

Not too far removed,

though not so old or
gnarly, Tony’s other
passion includes
c o l l e c t i n g
washed up
lighters and
pieces of drift-
wood from
the island’s
beaches to
create beauti-
ful sculptures
and func-
tional art.

“I’ve been
a scrounger
all my life…
Scrounging is
part of my na-
ture,” he says.

Rendering: Adriano
Trapani
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